Turkish foreign minister resigns 

ANKARA (AP) — Foreign Minister Mumtaz Soysal announced 
his resignation Monday over a dispute with the prime minister on 
the appointment of his assistant. Mr. Soysal has been at odds with 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller on a variety of issues, including the 
government's- hardline security tactics that have led to sharp 
denunciations in the West. Mr. Soysal, 65, a member of the junior 
coalition partner Soda! Democrats, bad resisted appointing Ms. 
Oiler's handpicked candidate as his deputy since he was named 
foreign minister during a cabinet reshuffle in July. It was not 
immediately clear if bis resignation would affect the future of the 
coalition government. Mr. SoysaJ's resignation came two days 
before the National Security Council, a supreme advisory body, 
was scheduled to discuss the future of a U.S.-led air force helping 
protect Iraqi Kurds from a Turkish base. A parliament vote is 
expected next month. Mr. Soysal said in recent interviews that he 
believed .that the allied force should leave. He argued that it was 
preventing Turkey from controlling events in northern Iraq, where 
Turkish Kurdish separatists keep bases. It was not immediately 
dear if Mr. SoysaJ's resignation was linked with the issue. 
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3 killed, Israeli 
wounded in 
Lebanon 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — 
Three guerrillas were killed 
■ Monday when Israeli helicop- 
ters, responding to a mortar 
.attack that wounded one of 
-their soldiers, strafed South 
Lebanon, security sources 
said. The violence erupted at 
.1 p.m. (1100 GMT) when 
guerrillas fired mortar shells 
-at an Israeli military convoy 
heading towards an outpost 
;at the Crusader -built Beaufort 
Castle in an Israeli-occupied 
enclave, said the sources. The 
.Israeli military command 
confirmed one soldier was 
wounded, but gave no other 
-details. The Lebanese secur- 
ity sources said the soldier's 
injuries were light and he was 
treated on the spot. Two 
Israeli helicopter gunships 
which came to the aid of the 
convoy repeatedly strafed 
suspected guerrilla infiltra- 
tion trails around the villages 
.of Yohmor and Arnoun on 
the edge of the central sector 
of the Israeli-held border 
strip. The sources said the 
bodies of three guerrillas 
were later spotted in the 
ravines in a no man's land 
near the site of the attack. 

Weizman to visit 
|Egypt 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Ezer Weizman will pay 
the first visit to Egypt by an 
'Israeli head of state when he 
goes to Cairo on Dec. 19 for 
-two days, officials said Mon- 
day. Egyptian President Hos- 
ni Mubarak, who invited Mr. 
Weizman, is under Israeli 
pressure to visit the Jewish 
state. However, Mr. Mubar- 
ak has so far refused to set a 
date saying the time must be 
right > despite repeated trips 
to Cairo by Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

Serial killer 
killed in prison 

MADISON (AP) — Jeffrey 
Dahmer, who confessed to 
killing 17 men and boys and 
cannibalising some of his vic- 
tims, was attacked in prison 
and killed Monday. Dahmer 
was pronounced dead on the 
way to a hospital with mas- 
sive head injuries, a spokes- 
man said. Dahmer, 34, was 
cleaning a recreation area at 
the Columbia correctional in- 
stitute when he was attacked. 
Another inmate also was 
attacked and hospitalised. 
Dahmer was convicted in all 
but one of the 17 sex killings 
and was serving 16 consecu- 
tive life sentences. Arrested 
in July 1991, Dahmer said be 
picked up young men and 
boys at gay bars, shopping 
malls and other public places, 
lured them to his apartment 
and strangled and dismem- 
bered them. Skulls and other 
body parts were found in his 
apartment. He admitted he 
had sex with four corpses, 
and saved the heart of one 
' -to eat later.” 

Judiciary to probe 
Lebanon drug 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 
prosecutor-general said on 
Monday he would investigate 
allegations linking members 
of parliament, a government 
minister and the president's 
son to illegal drug dealing. 
Deputy Yahya Shamas 
caused a sensation when he 
made the allegations last 
Thursday as parliament voted 
to strip him of immunity so 
he could be prosecuted on 
drug dealing charges. 
Prosecutor-General Munif 
Oueidat said he had received 
all records of the session in 
which Mr. Shamas made the 
accusations. The declarations 
in parliament are privileged 
undeT Lebanese law. 

Mock remains 
foreign minister in 
Austria 

VIENNA (AFP) — Alois 
Mock, Austria’s foreign 
'Minister since 1987, will re- 
main in the post under a new 
government coalition being 
formed by Chancellor Franz 
Vranitzky, the conservative 
People's Party leadership 
said Monday. 


Arafat upbeat on 

self-rule elections 
after meeting Peres 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat said after 
meeting Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres on 
Monday he hoped there 
would soon be elections in 
the former occupied territor- 
ies. 

“We hope that we will 
soon be able to (overcome) 
all of the problems we had so 
that we have the opportunity 
to have free elections in all 
the Palestinian territories.” 
Mr. Arafat told a news con- 
ference in Brussels. 

“The Israelis understand 
our need for quick elections, 
but at the same time we also 
have to understand the ne- 
cessity for security,” he 
added. 

Flanked by Mr. Peres, who 
is on a one-day visit to Brus- 
sels, Mr. Arafat said free 
elections spelled stability for 
his people. 

Under the self-rule accord 
signed between the PLO and 
Israel in Cairo six months 
ago, elections were to have 
taken place in July in the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho and 
parts of the West Bank still 
occupied by Israel. 

However, talks got bogged 
down over the nature and 
size of the elected assembly 


and whether Palestinian 
groups who reject the self- 
rule deal should be allowed 
to stand for office. 

Mr. Peres said negotiations 
had reopened in Brussels 
over when elections should 
take place, adding that the 
talks should not take place 
publicly. 

“Today we have agreed on 
an agenda. 1 don't think that 
we need to negotiate public- 
ly... basically whatever is 
democratic is acceptable to 
us.” he said. 

“We intend to negotiate 
with our Palestinian partners 
very seriously,” he added. 

A senior Israeli official said 
Israel was ready to agree to 
direct elections for a Palesti- 
nian leader and grant wider 
powers to the legislative 
council in return for conces- 
sions on a military redeploy- 
ment on the West Bank. 

“The idea is that we give 
them more on sovereignty, 
and they give us more on 
security," said the official. 

On wider legislative pow- 
ers, he said: "We will prob- 
ably agree to it. We will 
probably agree because we 
have to negotiate something, 
given our difficulties to rede- 
ploy-” 

According to the Israeli 
official, Israeli and Palesti- 


nian delegations were to fol- 
low up the meeting with 
negotiations on the military 
pullout from built-up areas 
on the West Bank. 

The 1993 declaration of 
principles for autonomy calls 
for the election of a legisla- 
tive council but leaves its 
powers to be negotiated in an 
interim accord. 

Israel has not met its com- 
mitment to pull out of 
Palestinian population cen- 
tres before the vote and has 
voiced growing concern for 
the safety of thousands of 
Jewish settlers on the West 
Bank if a redeployment goes 
ahead. 

Talk of Israeli “conces- 
sions” was rejected by 
Palestinian official Zahira 
Kama!. 

“Direct elections of the 
head of the autonomy council 
at the same time as the coun- 
cil is not one of our demands. 
It's part of our election sys- 
tem. 

“The elections are an inter- 
nal thing for rhe Palesti- 
nians.” 

After their joint meeting 
Mr. Peres and Arafat met 
with foreign ministers from 
the European troika — the 
current, last and next presi- 
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Hamas vows its activists 
will not lay down arms 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Hamas members will never 
lay down their weapons as 
long as the Israeli occupation 
continues, a leader of the 
group said in an interview 
published Monday. 

Mahmoud Zahar told Al 
Quds newspaper Hamas, or 
the Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment, would no longer hold 
armed demonstrations in the 
autonomous areas, as agreed 
with Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat’s self-rule 
authority. 

But he added: “It must be 
clear that as long as an inch of 
Palestinian land remains 
occupied, it is a crime to talk 
about disarming or to disarm 
any Palestinian under any 
pretext.” 

The interview was not 
available to Gaza residents 
for most of the day as Palesti- 
nian police seized all news- 
papers for about six hours 
after allegedly biased reports 
of an Islamic rally held here 
on Saturday. 

Dr. Zahar also disputed a 
claim by Mr. Arafat that a 


turnout of at least 10,000 
people at a rally in support of 
the PLO chairman last week 
reflected public approval of 
the autonomy agreement. 

The Hamas leader said the 
figure was not large enough, 
and the rally had been “de- 
manded by Mr. Arafat and 
organised by Fateh.” 

“It can be considered a 
withdrawal of confidence in 
the Palestinian authority and 
in Fateh,” he countered. 

The group is vehemently 
opposed to the PLO's auton- 
omy deal with Israel, and has 
vowed to continue fighting 
the Jewish state. 

Asked what alternatives 
there were to the autonomy 
deal. Dr. Zahar highlighted 
conditions set by Hamas in 
1988. 

These included an Israeli 
withdrawal from all Palesti- 
nian lands, occupied by Israel 
in the 1967 Middle East war, 
including Jerusalem, which 
should be placed under inter- 
national or Arab protection. 

Other conditions call for 
Palestinians to be able to 
elect or choose their leader 


without Israeli interference. 

The leader should have the 
right to negotiate any Palesti- 
nian issue with no limits, 
unlike the autonomy deal, 
Dr. Zahar said. 

He said the Hamas propos- 
al would have to meet 
Palestinian “political and re- 
ligious demands,” as well as 
regional Arab and interna- 
tional conditions. 

Palestinian reporters said 
Palestinian police confiscated 
the newspapers carrying news 
of Saturday's rally when they 
were delivered to their distri- 
butors. All four newspapers 
— Al Quds, Al Nabar, the 
Jerusalem Post and the week- 
ly Al Manar — are published 
in Jerusalem. 

Palestinian sources said 

Mr. Arafat issued the ban 

■ 

Monday before leaving for 
Brussels for three days of 
negotiations with Israel and 
the international donors. 

Ghazi JabalL the Gaza 
police chief, hung up the 
bone wben asked the reason 
r the ban, the AP reported. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Fear of 9 Ain Al Hilweh fighting 
eases, but stalemate persists 


SIDON (Agencies) — 
Palestinian dissidents backed 
down Monday from an ulti- 
matum to Yasser Arafat's 
loyalists to surrender their 
positions in Lebanon's big- 
gest refugee camp or face an 
all-out war. 

Dissident leader 
Lieutenant-Colonel Munir 
Maqdah s aid he still insisted 
that Mr. Arafat's men surren- 
dered the last five centres 
they hold in the sprawling 
shantytown of ’Ain Al Hil- 
weh, although be dropped a 
deadline to evict them by 
force. 

The deadline, which was 
extended twice in less than 12 
hours, expired at 10 a.m. 
(0800 GMT) without a sur- 
render from Mr. Arafat's 
mainstream Fateh faction, 
and with no attack by Col. 
Maqdah's forces. 

Aides close to Col. Ma- 
qdah said he told senior assis- 
tants he was under pressure 
from Syria and Islamic fun- 
damentalists opposed to the 
Arab-Israeli peace talks to 
stamp oat Mr. Arafat’s hard- 
core guerrillas. 

His assistants, however. 


bluntly told him they would 
not go along with an attack, 
on loyalists because it was 
bound to trigger a bloodbath, 
said the aides. 

They explained that Mr. 
Arafat's estimated 150 to 200 
loyalists trapped in the north- 
ern section of 'Ain Al Hilweh 
with their backs to the 
Lebanese army included at 
least SO wanted by the Syrian 
and Lebanese authorities. 

That would mean these 
men would fight unto death if 
attacked, because all of them 
prefer to die rather than be 
taken to Lebanese or Syrian . 
jails to face charges of mur- 
der, mutiny and robbery, the 
aides said. 

They said Col. Maqdah 
also was told that if he elimin- 
ate Fateh from the camp 
Mr. Arafat would definitely 
stop his $450,000 monthly 
stipend to ’Ain Al Hiiweh's 
60,000 Palestinians, with no 
one else to compensate them. 

Faced with this opposition . 
from within. Col. Maqdah 
agreed to drop the deadline 
for military action and asked 
his objecting assistants to find 
another way to get Fateh’s 


positions under his control 
peacefully. 

The bead of Fateh militia 
in Lebanon said meanwhile 
he tendered his resignation 
after last week’s inter- 
Palestinian dashes but his re- 
quest was turned down. 

Lt.-Col. Khaled Al Shayeb 
said he dedded to ’freeze his 
military duties” after Fateh’s 
general director in Lebanon 
Colonel Sultan Abu Al Ai- 
nain refused his request on 
Sunday. 

“Sultan refused my request 
and said be hoped I continue 
my duties but I said L will not 
interfere in military matters,” 
Col. Shayeb told Reuters in 
‘Ain Al Hilweh. 

Col. Shayeb did not say 
why he tendered his resigna- 
tion but he was quoted by 
Beirut newspapers as saying 
“the situation in the camp i$ 
explosive. Those wbo started 
the fighting (on Friday) re- 
main in the camp.” 

Col. Shayeb said the 
dashes were sparked by a 
power struggle within the 
ranks of Fateh. Anti-Arafat 

(Continued on page 7) 



QATARI OFFICIAL HONOURED: His Royal Highness 
Prince Mohammad, the Regent, Monday confers Al K*w- 
kab Medal of the First Order upon visiting head of the 
Qatari General Commission on Youth and Sports Sheikh 


Mohammad Ben Eid Al ThanL Attending the meeting were 
Youth Minister Fawwaz Atari Gfaanam and Qatari Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Nasser Abdnl Az Ik (see page 3) (Petra 
photo) 


EU lifts arms embargo on Syria 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — 
The European Union (EU) 
on Monday lifted its eight- 
year-old embargo on arms 
sales to Syria, British Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd said. 

A meeting of EU foreign 
ministers unanimously 
agreed to lift the embargo 
imposed in 1986 after an 
Arab was convicted in Britain 
of attempting to' plant a bomb 
on an Israeli airline at Lon- 
don’s Heathrow airport. 

The British government 
said at the time it had proof 
that Syrian diplomats were 
involved in the attempted 
attack, in April 1986, which 
Damascus has always denied. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa was due to 
meet later with his EU coun- 
terparts in Brussels for the 


first such talks since 1977. 

“Syria has always called for 
an effective European role m 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess, while Israel has opposed 
it by sidelining Europe, ' said 
the Syrian government daily 
Tishnn. 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres on Monday cri- 
tised the lifting of the aims 
embargo after talks with Mr. 
Hurd Wore the announce- 
ment. 

“Let them move (towards 
peace) and then maybe there 
won't be any need for an 
arms embargo,” he said of 
the Syrians. 

But Tishrin accused Israel 
of trying to undermine its 
relations with the EU. 

“The Zionist lobby has 
launched an unfair campaign 


against Syria aimed at sabo- 
taging relations with Europe 
which have been characte- 
rised by fruitful and honest 
cooperation for a long time,” 
the paper said. 

The EU has also lifted 
other sanctions, such as bans 
on low-level diplomatic meet- 
ings, between 1987 and 1990, 
mien Syria sided. with the 
West in the Golf war. 

EU-Syrian relations have 
Improved recendy along with 
the Mideast peace accords 
between Israel, the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation and 
Jordan. 

Diplomats said Mr. Sharaa 
was to discuss bow to promote eco- 
nomic cooperation between 
Syria and the EU and the 
resumption of financial aid to 
Damascus within meetings 


here Monday. 

Syrian officials hailed the 
EU meeting. 

“Syria has always been 
calling for a greater Europe 
role in the Middle East and 
we hope today's meeting 
would contribute in further- 
ing the Syrian-European rela- 
tions,” one official spokes- 
man said. 

“Europe with its deep- 
rooted historical links with 
the Middle East and its loca- 
tion dose to the region is 
qualified to play a greater 
role and Syria welcomes the 
European moves in this re- 
spect,” he said. 

The director-general of 
Israel’s foreign ministry on 
Sunday asked the EU to re- 

(Costinned on page 7) 


GCC signs security 
pact without Qatar 


RIYADH (Agendes) — The 
Gulf Arab monarchies, apart 
from Qatar and Kuwait, 
signed an accord to draw up a 
joint security strategy in the 
Saudi capital on Monday that 
has been under discussion for 
the last decade. 

The interior ministers of 
Bahrain, Oman, Saudi Ara- 
bia and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) sealed the 
accord designed to guarantee 
their collective security at the 
end of a two-day meeting. 

Qatar boycotted the meet- 
ing to protest alleged Saudi 
attacks on its shipping in a 
disputed border region. 

Kuwait, the other member 
of the Gulf Cooperation 
Coundl (GCC), did not sign 
the accord for “legislative 
reasons,” said the emirate’s 
interior minister Ali Salem 
Al Sabah. 

He said Kuwait was not 
opposed to the accord, which 
would apparently be submit- 
ted to parliament first. 

The Saudi interior minis- 
ter, Prince Nayef Ben Abdul 
Aziz, said when the meeting 
opened that he regretted 
Qatar's absence but it also 
was not opposed to the 
accord, which has been under 
consideration since 1984. 

Doha had warned of a 
boycott after complaining ab- 
out “five attacks in the last 
two years when the Saudi 
coast guard had opened fire, 
arrested and detained Qatari 
sailors at Khor Al Adaid,” a 
Gulf official said. 

Khor Al Adaid is a water- 
way to the Gulf in a border 
region disputed by Saudi 
Arabia and Qatar. 

Qatar had vowed to stay 
away from the GCC meeting 
if Riyadh failed to answer 
questions in a protest letter 
about the attacks, the official 
added on condition of anony- 
mity. 

Qatar and Saudi Arabia 
have been locked in & border 
dispute since 1965, but there 
was new tension in 1992 wben 
the Saudi army occupied a 
border post at Khafus in 

southeast Qatar 


The London-based Arabic 
daily AJ Hayat reported that 
GCC Secretary General 
Fahim Al Qassimi had spent 
two days in Qatar prior to the 
meeting trying to bring the 
leadership to change its 
mind. 

The GCC was bom in 1981 
as a collective economic and 
security alliance with the aim 
of gradual movement 
towards integration. 

But border disputes stiD 
mar the relations of some of 
its member states. 

Aside from its feud with 
Saudi Arabia over border 
territory claimed by both 
sides, Qatar also is locked in 
a dispute with Bahrain over 
water boundaries. 

Most of the disputes 
erupted after Britain ended 
its colonial rule in the early 
1970s, leaving poorly marked 
borders separating Gulf 
states. 

The Qatar-Saudi dispute 
flared Into a brief shootout in 
September 1992, but the con- 
frontation was quickly con- 
tained following Egyptian 
mediation. 

Details of Monday’s 
accord, which will be submit- 
ted to a GCC summit confer- 
ence in Bahrain Dec. 19, 
have not been released. 

But the Saudi interior 
minister told reporters that it 
provides for the extradition 
of any fugitive wanted by 
another GCC country, 
irrespective of his or her 
nationality. 

Prince Nayef also said that 
the agreement was “multifa- 
ceted” and aims to protect 
QCC nationals from hostile 
“intellectual” influences and 
threats to their well-being 
and wealth. 

He was alluding to Islamic 
extremists trying to spread 
their influence In the con- 
servative GCC states as well 
as to drag traffickers and 
swindlers. 

Prince Nayef said the GCC 
countries hoped to play a 
prominent role in combating 
international crime. 


Jordanian students in 
Haifa; tourists visit Eilat 


HAIFA (Agencies) — 
Elementary school students 
and business people from 
Jordan crossed into Israel 
Monday, the first such tour- 
ists since die two countries 
signed a peace treaty. 

“This is a very beautiful 
thing. I feel as if I came to my 
country, to my brothers and 
my family,” said Khalil 
Hadad, a 12-year-old from 
Amman. 

Hadad and 13 other 
elementary school students 
arrived in the northern port 
city of Haifa at the invitation 
of the organisers of a culture 
festival marking the eight-day 
Jewish holiday of Hanukkah, 
which began Sunday. 

The festival's theme is the 
Israeli-Jordanian peace trea- 
ty, and later Monday the chil- 
dren were to take the stage 
and join Israeli artists in a 
rendition of “I believe,” an 
Israeli peace song written for 
the occasion. 

Odette Dahlo, one of the 
Jordanian escorts of the 
group, said most Jordanians 
support peace with Israel. “I 
don’t believe there will be 
problems with the extrem- 
ists,'' she said. 

Earlier Monday, the chil- 
dren were met at the Jordan 
River Bridge border crossing 
by a group of Jewish and 
Arab children from Haifa 
who sang peace songs. Haifa 
is one of only a few mixed 
Jewish- Arab towns in Israel 


and seen as a successful ex- 
ample of coexistence. 

Israeli pop singer Rild Gal, 
attending a reception for the 
Jordanian guests at a Haifa 
hotel, said she was very 
moved by the budding ex- 
change. “Music never had 
frontiers. Until now, X didn’t 
sing m Arabic, but perhaps 
now I will try. And if not I, 
perhaps my little daughter 
who is three will,” Mr. Gal 
said. 

Earlier Monday, 10 Jorda- ' 
man tourists, most of them _ 
business people, crossed the - 
southern Warn Araba border 
post into Israel's Red Sea' 
resort dty of Eilat, where 
they will stay for two days. ■ 

'Diey met with Mayor Gabi 
Kadosh, visited the underwa- ; 
ter observatory and the dol- ■ 
phin show. 

“Since the peace treaty was ' 
signed with Jordan we have; 
put pressure on the Jorda- 
nians to form a first group of' 
tourists,” said Yonathan 
Lann, head of Johnny Tours 
-travel agency. 

“They finally agreed to onr 
proposal,” he said. 

Tne group of doctors, 
businessmen and tour agents, 
one a woman, “came to. see 
as much as to do business 
with Israelis,” said Mr. Lann 
who met the 10 at the Israeli 
side of the border, which was 
opened in August but at first 

(Continued on page 7) 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Investment Promotion Department announces that its 
One-Stop Shop will receive al! applications for investment 
m Jordan as of January 1st, 1994. The One-Stop Shop will 
process all applications and follow them through in lieu of 
the investors th rough the representatives of investment 
related ministries, departments and private and public 
sector agencies. 

The One-Stop Shop will also receive requests for any 
investment-related information. 

For information please call aft: 

Tel Noe: 861081/2/3 and 865102 
Fax: 861084 

or write to: P.O.Box 893 - Amman (11821) 
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Middle East News 


Jordanian team 


holds talks on 


trade in Iraq 


lean 


Baghdad (j.t.) — a 

team of Jordanian business- 
; men met here Monday with 
■ Iraqi Health Minister 6maid 
' Midhat Mubarak and pre- 
; sented him badly needed 
drugs for patients' suffering 
from diabetes, heart condi- 
tions and kidney ailments. 

The delegation, which ar- 
rived Sunday in Baghdad to 
. discuss trade with the Iraqi 
; government, said that the gift 
was from the Jordanian peo- 
' pie and a token of Jordan's 
support for the Iraqis' stead- 
• fastness in the face of the 
four-year-international sanc- 
tions against Iraq. 

Dr. Mubarak thanked the 
delegation, which is led by 
Jordan Businessmen Associa- 
tion (JBA) Chairman Hamdi 
Tabbaa, expressing Iraqi 
appreciation of the Jordanian 
aid. The Iraqis deeply thank 
ihe Jordanian institutions 
that have been providing 
assistance to Iraq, he said. 

Dr. Mubarak said Iraqi 
hospitals face acute shortages 
of vital medicines and medic- 
al equipment. The shortages 
have been directly responsi- 
ble for deaths and the out- 
break of courageous diseases, 
he said. 

Mr. Tabbaa and his team 
met Monday with Dr. Abdul 
Qader Abdul Rahman, 
ministry of industry secretary 


general, to hear about Iraq’s 
industrial programmes and 
plans for bolstering industrial 
ties with Jordan. 

Mr. Tabbaa expressed 
readiness to accept Iraqi 
proposals for Iraqi Jordanian 
cooperation in industrial 
affairs. 




The delegation also met 
Adnan A1 Qudsi, chairman 
of the Iraqi Federation of 
Industries, and discussed 
cooperation in industry and 
the exchange of expertise. 

Mr. Tabbaa said the JBA 
was ready to launch coopera- 
tion with Iraq in investment 
projects and in promoting 
trade exchanges. 

He discussed prospects for 
private sector projects and 
laws that could be introduced 
to encourage foreign invest- 
ment in Iraq. 

The delegation also met 




LUCKY BUT SECRETIVE: Wearing a paper bag to hide 
his identity and in possession of a check for more than SI >5 
million, one of four winners of last week's Israeli lottery of 
19 million shekels ($6 .3 million) Monday leaves the Israeli 


state-owned “Mifal Hapais" in Tel Aviv. The company runs 
most of the legal gambling in the country and uses the 
considerable profits to build schools and sport facilities 
around the country (AFP photo) 


Embargo creates new breed of Iraqi billionaires 


Ministry of Industry and 
trade officials to discuss busi- 


trade officials to discuss busi- 
ness deals with Iraq. 


Iraq remains Jordan's big- 
gest trade partner and it still 
gets most of its unauthorised 
imports like food and medi- 
cine via the port of Aqaba. 

The JBA delegation, which 
ends the visit Wednesday, 
toured Iraqi projects and vi- 
sited the Ameriyeh shelter 
which was bombed by the 
allies during the Gulf war. 


Funding cuts slash 


U.N.guards in Iraq 


BAGHDAD (R) — Funding 
shortages have forced the 
U.N. to slash the number of 
guards deployed mostly in 
Kurdish northern Iraq by two 
thirds of just over 100, a 
U.N, official said on 
Monday. 

“The number of guards is 
diminishing because of lack 
of resources. It is now one 
third of our established target 
of 300." U.N. coordinator 
Mohammad Zejjari said. 

: “If we do not get the funds, 
we- will have to reduce them 
again by the end of the year." 
he told Reuters. 

At their peak there were 
more than 500 guards but Mr. 
Zejjari said there are now 
only eight in Baghdad and 96 
in northern Iraq. 

The multi-national guard 
force, including Filipinos. 
Swedes, and Danes, was sent 
to Iraq after the 1991 Gulf 
war to look after U.N . offices 
and relief convoys. 

Decisions by major West- 
ern donors to send aid funds 
elsewhere have forced cut- 
backs in several aid program- 
mes in northern Iraq, includ- 
ing the guard force. 

The guards' presence was 
seen as reassuring millions of 
dissident Kurds who fled to 


mountains along the Turkish 
and Iranian borders following 
the collapse of a brief post- 
Gulf war uprising against 
President Saddam Hussein's 
government. 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — A 
new breed of billionaires has 
sprung up in Iraq, thanks to 
the four-year international 
embargo on their country 
which has allowed them to 
swindle naive investors. 

Sami Hassan Kadhem. a 
34-year-old hairdresser, set 
up a bogus company called 
SAM-COwhich made him 1.3 
billion dinars (S2.36 million). 

He is one of three “bil- 
lionaires’’ arrested recently 
by Iraqi police and paraded 
on television here Saturday in 
a programme on the new 
phenomenon which is hitting 
the Iraqi economy. 

Many young prople like 
Sami, looking to get rich 
quick, have set up bogus in- 
vestment companies offering 
incredible interest rates of up 
to 100 per cent. 

They have found their vic- 
tims among various sections 
of a society where people 
often cannot afford to buy 
consumer goods and are an- 
xious to invest their savings 
before they are made worth- 


less by runaway inflation, 
according to press repons. 

The economy has been 
crippled by the' United Na- 
tions embargo imposed on 


Iraq following its August 
1990 invasion of Kiiwnir. 


1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

No estimates have been 
given on the number of peo- 
ple who have fallen victim to 
these fictitious companies. 

To lull their clients into a 
false sense of security, the 
conmen pay out the promised 
monthly interest using de- 
posits from the ever- 
increasing number of new 
“shareholders" in their com- 


panies. 

Sami explained that with 
an initial capital of SQO di- 
nars, he was able to make his 
fortune by pretending to be a 
representative of car tyre and 
battery companies. 

He offered potential inves- 
tors a monthly interest rate of 
75 per cent. SAM-CO, which 
did not even have a head- 
quarters. ended up with 161 
agents working in cafes or 
visiting people's homes. 


Meanwhile, a former high 
school pupil. 23-year-old 
Alaa Salman, set up his own 
property company and made 
one billion dinars (Sl.S mil- 
lion) in five months by daz- 
zling investors with a 1 00 per 
cent interest rate. 

His cousin Nihad. 19. a 
deserter from the Iraqi army, 
offered his victims a 70 per 
cent rate for deposits in his 
bogus tobacco distribution 
company, according to Iraqi 

television. 

The television showed pic- 
tures of huge sacks full of 
Iraqi notes, seized from the 
homes of the three conmen 
and their accomplices who 
said they “never had any- 
thing to do with banks.” 
Earlier this month the 
Babel newspaper, run by 
President Saddam Hussein's 
son Uday. said there were 
150 investment companies 
which were “mostly bogus.” 
On Sunday the daily 
blasted the authorities for 
their slowness in cracking 
down on the swindkis, which 


it said were an “extra bur- 
den” on the Iraqi economy. 

“The phenomenon has 
almost paralysed the eco- 
nomy, because potential in- 
vestors have been attracted 
by incredible profits offered 
by companies like SAM-CO,” 
ah Iraqi businessman told 
AFP. 


As well as investors, many 
Iraqi families have been 
duped into selling their 
homes, cars and other posses- 
sions to invest money in com- 
panies later revealed to be 
bogus, newspapers say. 


But despite the social and 
family problems they have 
caused, the swindles have 
had a beneficial effect on the 
Iraq dinar by encouraging 
families to invest in their own 
currency rather than U.S. 
dollars, an Iraqi economist 
said. 

The dinar's exchange rate 
has been stable for almost a 
month at 550 to the dollar, 
compared with 700 dinars to 
the dollar in summer. 


But the force has always 
been a thorn in the side of 
Baghdad, which accuses 
them of being spies. Guards 
were targets of assassination 
attempts and one from Fiji 
was shot dead last year as he 
slept in his bed in the north- 
ern town of Dohuk. Several 
others were injured. 

pie collapse of the U.N. 
relief programme in Iraq, 
which is mainly aimed at 
serving rebel Kurds in the 
north, is certain to be viewed 
as a triumph by Baghdad 
which has been charging the 
U.N. of politicising its pre- 
sence in the country. 

Rebel Kurds, under West- 
ern protection, run most of 
Iraqi Kurdistan. They elected 
a parliament and set up a 
regional government in 1992. 
but infighting among rival 
Kurdish groups has paralysed 
their administration. 

Baghdad has severed all 
ties with them and they are 
now entirely dependent on 
U.N. relief. 


Thai ex-police chief cleared of Saudi gems kidnap charges 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Thai- 
land's former top policeman 
was cleared Monday of 
charges that he ordered the 
kidnapping of relatives of a 
gem dealer called to testify m 
a case involving valuable 
jewelry stolen in Saudi Ara- 
bia and which disappeared 
after being recovered by Thai 
police. 

Former police chief Pratin 
Santiprabhob was cleared of 
ordering the kidnap of the 
gem-dealer's wife and son. 
who were later murdered. 
Thailand's supreme attorney 
general rule Monday. 

Khanit Na Nakom said 
witnesses who named Mr. 
Pratin in connection with the 
kidnapping for Darawadee 
Srithanakan and her 14-year- 
old son Seri gave conflicting 
testimony leaving “insuffi- 
cient grounds” for prosecu- 
tion. 

The magistrate also cleared 
police Lieutenant-General 
Sophon Sawikamin. one of 


Mr. Pratin's assistants, for 
similar reasons, according to 


a court statement. 

But 10 other suspects, in- 
cluding four police officials, 
are ro~be prosecuted for the 
kidnapping and murder of 
the pair whose bodies were 
found-on Aug. 1 m an aban- 
doned car north of Bangkok, 
the statement said. 

The two were bludgeoned 
to death after the state asked 
gem dealer Santi Srithanakan 
to testify in a case surround- 
ing the theft of more than S20 
million in jewelry from a 
Saudi Arabian palace. 

The Thai servant who stole 
the gems was caught after he 
returned to Thailand, but 
only a fraction of the jewels 
recovered by police was re- 
turned to Riyadh and much 
of that was fake. 

While police officials have 
been the primary suspects in 
the embezzlement case, in- 
vestigators have said many of 
the jewels were sold to local 


and Singaporean jewelry 
dealers, including Santi. 

Mr. Santi is expected to 
provide evidence against the 
10 men who are now to stand 
trial in the easel* V 

Ironically, it was'the con- 
fession letter of Mr. Pratin's 
assistant Sophon. prrrffed in 
local papers, which triggered 
an investigation into the for- 
mer police chief. 

Mr. Sophon claimed in his 
open letter to the prime 
mintsrer that Mr. Pratin. 
while still in office, had un- 
officially ordered him and 
another senior police official 
to “go get” Darawadee so 
that they could force her hus- 
band to reveal the location of 
some of the Saudi jewelry. 

Though Mr. Sophon was 
named by several witnesses 
as having been present during 
the murder, and though he 
admitted that he knew about 
the crime as it was taking 
place. Mr. Sophon and his 
colleague Lieutenant-Gener- 


al Chalor Kerdthes insisted 
they were following Mr. Pra- 
tin’s orders. 

Neither have accused Mr. 
Pratin of ordering the murder 
Qf-Darawadee and Seri. 

| ’.-In -a radio interview on. 
Monday.’ Mr. Pratin said “I 
tefeh-to- thank everyone who 
expressed their concern and 
good wishes for my case. I'm 
very happy.” 

He would not comment on 
Mr. Sophon's release, but 
said that was pursuing a de- 
famation suit against Mr. 
Sophon for naming him in the 
case. 

The supreme attorney 
general said that his ruling 
was final in all cases unless 
new and substantial evidence 
was produced which required 
the case to be reopened. 

Meanwhile, in a related 
case, Mr. Pratin's predeces- 
sor Sawasdi Amonrviwat was 
cleared of charges he aided 
and abetted a suspect in the 
jewelry embezzlement case. 


Palestinians fall victim to cut in Israeli medical aid 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — A 
Bine-month-old baby, 
Ahmad Abu Shamak, strug- 
gles to breathe with the aid of 
oxygen equipment in the 
Nasser Childrens' Hospital in 
Gaza City, while doctors wait 
hn patiently for him to under- 
to a life-saving operation 
abroad. 

' “We cannot operate on 
tins baby here. He is suffer- 
ing from a congenital heart 
Complaint,” says Dr. Sami 
Abu Delfa, bead of the hos- 
pital’s cardiology unit. 

The baby will be sent to a 
hospital in Cairo once his 
father has obtained the 
necessary papers. “This 
could take a month and I'm 


not sure Ahmad will sur- 
vive,” says the doctor bitter- 
ly- 

There is not enough money 
to send the child to Israel for 
treatment. 

Since the launch of Palesti- 
nian self-rule in May, Israel, 
which used to cover some of 
the costs of health treatment 
during the occupation, has 
refused to take in hundreds 
of sick Palestinians who can- 
not be treated in the Gaza 
Strip. 

Patients in the occupied 
West Bank will be in the 
same predicament after 
health care is transferred to 
the Palestinians on Wednes- 
day. 


Israeli hospitals, which are 


nearby, well equipped and 
have well-trained staff. 


have well-trained staff, 
charge up to 600 dollars per 
person, per night 
“One day in hospital (in 
Israel) costs more than a 
monthly salary in the Gaza 
Strip,” complains the hospit- 
al manager, Dr. Ghada Sna- 


wa. 


“We cannot pay such a' 
sum, except in a few 
emergency cases.” 

Cancer and heart patients, 
who cannot be treated in 
Gaza, are sent to the Mok- 
kassed Hospital in Arab East 
Jerusalem, Cairo or Amman , 
where hospital costs are on 
average six times lower than 


in Israel. Some cases have 
also been treated outside the 
Middle East, with the help of 
donations. 

“Instead of sending pa- 
tients to Tel Aviv at astrono- 
mical expense we should de- 
velop local services,” says 
Palestinian Health Minister 
Riad Zaanoun. “This is the 
cruel choice forced on us by 
the conditions prevailing in 
the Gaza Strip after the 
Israeli occupation. 

“Not a single hospital was 
built during 27 years of 
occupation, and the number 
of hospital beds has remained 
the same, while the popula- 
tion has more than doubled.” 

There are seven public hos- 


pitals with a total of 900 beds, 
for more than 800,000 
Gazans. 

“Our efforts are going into 
family health, preventive 
medicine and school health 
programmes,” Za anoun Ba ys > 
taking pride in the results 
achieved with only a meagre 
budget of 30 million dollars 
for 1994-1995. 

The 15 public clinics in the 
Gaza Strip have doubled 
their opening hours and 
school medical visits have 
been introduced. A new 
medical insurance scheme 
has also been launched. 

But the funds are insuffi- 
cient, and Israel’s closure of 
the Strip only aggravates the 


plight of the patients, who 
have to get special permits to 
cross Israeli territory. 

Pales tinian health author- 
ities are impatient with the 
delays in the provision of 
international aid for the self- 
rule areas of Gaza and 
Jericho m the West Bank. 

They say the Israelis 
should also contribute aid, 
given their responsibility for 
the present situation. 

But there are still some 
rays of hope in Gaza’s hospit- 
als. 

While Ahmad Abu Sha- 
mak battles for life, seven- 
month-old Ala Eiajel sleeps 
peacefully in an incubator in an 
adjacent ward. 
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Sugar cane to be harvested early in Egypt 


MINYA (AFP) — Egyptian authorities have ordered sugar 
producers in the troubled southern province of Minya to 
harvest their crops earlier than usual in a bid to prevent 
militants hiding in sugar cane fields, security officiate saitL 
Under an agreement reached between security officials^. 
Minya provincial leaders and heads of sugar processing, 
factories, the sugar cane harvest will start on Dec. 3 rather 
than at the end of the month, the officials said. Militants 
have been using the 33.000 hectares '_of crops as a hideout 
after carrying out attacks in the province, which lies about 
240 kilometres south of Cairo. Most militant attacks have 
taken place in Minya since police launched a crackdown in 
August on the militant stronghold of Assmi* further south. 
Security officials agreed with sugar producers that new 
crops would be planted at least 50 metres away from roads, 
to help police catch militants attempting to flee into the 
sugar cane fields. Security officials promised to compensate 
farmers whose crops were damaged during recent searches 

for militants. 


Kuwait to charge expatriates for medical services 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — The Kuwaiti Health Ministry is 
to start charging expatriates for various medical services 
but emergency and preventive health care will remain 
free, the health minister said. Abdul Rahman Al 
Muhailan. quoted by newspapers, did not specify the size 
of charges or when they will be imposed. According to 
earlier press repons. the*Kuwairi council of ministers is to 
study next month the issue of imposing charges on cenain 
public services including health care. The Health Ministry 
has provided most medical services free of charge since 
Kuwait's independence in the early 1960s. Mr. Muhailan 
has submitted a study on charges to be reviewed by the 
council of ministers, which says Kuwaitis will he exempted 
from paying fees except in limited cases. In April 1993 the 
Health Ministry started levying limited charges on certain 
medical services for expatriates only, including radiology 
services. “The purpose of levying the charges was to 
rationalise expenditure and stop abuse of drugs which have 
been provided free of charge so far.” the minister said. 


King Fahd receives message from Mubarak 


RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi King Fahd on Sunday received a 
message from Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak on 
bilateral ties and the situation in the Middle East, officials 
said here. The message was conveyed by Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa, who arrived here Sunday for a visit 
lasting several hours. Mr. Musa held talks with his Saudi 
counterpart Prince Saud Al Faisal on “issues of joint 
interest and the current Arab and international situation.” 
In Cairo, the Egyptian Foreign Ministry said Mr. Musa was 
also to brief King Fahd on the results of Mr. Mubarak's 
recent visit to Europe, which took him to Britain, Italy and 
Romania. 


Kuwait to write off Egyptian, Syrian debts 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — The Kuwaiti parliament agreed 
Sunday to write off Egyptian and Syrian debts worth some 
S2.93 billion. The official Kuwaiti news agency KUNA said 
Egypt's debt to the emirate stood at S2.S billion and Syria's 
at S126 million. The finance and economy committee of the 
Kuwaiti parliament gave its- ggm roval after the government, 
submitted a bill to cancel tfieaebts in September. Egypt 
and Syria provided the largest Arab contingents in the. 
U.S.-led multinational coalition that liberated Kuwait in 
February 1991, ending a seven-month Iraqi occupation. 
The government bill also proposed cancelling the interest 
on debts incurred by eight developing countries, including 
Chad, Morocco, Pakistan. Senegal. Somalia and Zambia. 


Snow cuts off 3,200 villages in Turkey 


ANKARA (R) — Blizzards have isolated 3.2tK) villages 
and forced schools closed in eastern Turkey. Weather’ 
officials said on Monday that snow had piled up over u; 
metre in the provinces of Erzurum. Agri. Kara. Mus.> 
Bingol and Arduhan. In Van. Hakkari and Bitlis provinces.! 
hundreds of villages were cut off. the officials told the; 
Anatolian news agency. Erzurum provincial authorities; 
ordered all schools closed. Nine secondary roads connect- 
ing regional towns were blocked. Intercity highways were; 
open but ice made traffic flow difficult. Forty five teams - 
were working to keep roads open but some village roads: 
could be closed for a month. Storms tumbled utility 7 poles in- 
die southeastern province of Hakkari. cutting off 'power to* 
the town of Semdinli. 


Sudan appoints rebel defectors to council J 


KHARTOUM (R) Sudan s Lieutenant General Omar 1 ! 
Hassan Al Bashir hiis appointed seven more people.* 
including three defectors from the rebel Sudan Peoples - 

Army ,SPLA >- K> a speical peace council. 
SUN A news agency said. The Higher Council for Peace, 
tasked with pursuing peace talks with the southern SPLA . 
rebels, was set up by decree in September with 
members . 40 from the south. SUN A said the newly ' 
appointed seven members included three southern 
Sudanese, two members of the Nuba tribe in southern 
Korodofan. and rwo northern Sudanese. The three south- ! 
* r p " i u ^ nese were recen J Prominent defectors from the- 1 

nirivL^P ne . Wi . a £ e , nc - v *“«*■ If named them as Simon Mori ' 
Didimo. Paul Anade. and John Kulang. 
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| Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali Monday 
j receives visiting head of the Qatari General 
| Commission on Youth and Sports, Sheikh 
Mohammad Ben Eid A1 Thani. Attending the 


meeting were Youth Minister Fawwaz Abnl 
Gbanam and Qatari Ambassador to Jordan 
Nasser Abdul Aziz (right) (Petra photo) 


, Regent reviews youth fields 
jwith visiting Qatari official 


i AMMAN (Petra) — His 
J Royal Highness Prince 
| Mohammad, the Regent. 

' Monday received at Ai Man- 
| al Palace the visiting head of 
; the Qatari General Commis- 
jsion on Youth and Sports, 
i Sheikh Mohammad Ben Eid 
‘AI Thani, and his accom- 
jpanying delegation, 
j Prince Mohammad and the 
{Qatari sheikh reviewed 
IJordanian-Qatari relations in 
{sports and youth fields and 
^duties assigned to the youth 
{ministries in both countries. 
: The Regent stressed the 
jneed to enhance bilateral 
(Cooperation in these arenas 
land called for exchanging 
'youth delegations. 

; He also asked Sheikh 
{Mohammad to convey the 
greetings of His Majesty King 
iHussein, who is currently on 
■a visit to the United King- 
dom, to the emir of Qatar, 
jSheikh Khalifa Ben Hamad 
Al Thani, and Qatari Crown 
prince Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Khalifa . Al Thani. 


Prince Mohammad confer- 
red upon the visiting sheikh 
Al Kawkab Medal of the 
First Order and other high 
medals on the members of 
the Qatari accompanying de- 
legation. 

The meeting was attended 
by Youth Minister Fawwaz 
Abut Ghanam and Qatari 
Ambassador in Amman Nas- 
ser Abdul Aziz. 

Later Monday, the two 
sides signed a draft agree- 
ment on cooperation be- 
tween the Kingdom and 
Qatar in sports and youth 
fields. 

The memorandum was 
signed on the Jordanian side 
by Mr. Abul Gbanam and on 
the Qatari side by Sheikh 
Mohammad. 

The two parties agreed that 
the final version of the agree- 
ment be signed during Mr. 
Abut Ghanam 's coming visit 
to Qatar. 

The date for the minister's 
visit will bp decided later. 


Also Monday, the Qatari 
delegation was received by 
Prime Minister Abdul Saiam 
Majali. 

Dr. Majali commended 
Jordanian-Qatari relations 
and wished the visiting de- 
legation success in its mission 
in Jordan. 

The premier said Jordan 
views interaction between the 
youth in sports areas as one 
of the best means to enhance 
solidarity. 

Sheikh Mohammad voiced 
satisfaction with Jordanian- 
Qatari relations. 

Later, the delegation met 
with Deputy Prime Minister 
Thouqan Hindawi for talks 
on means of enhancing bi- 
lateral ties. 

In a statement to the press 
after the meeting. Sheikh 
Mohammad said he discussed 
with Dr. Majali and Mr. Hin- 
dawi issues of concern to 
youth and sports movements 
in both countries as well as 
bilateral relations. 



AWARDING GRADUATES: Her Royal 
Highness Princess Alia Bint Al Hussein, 
the honourary president of the Rural 
Women’s Development and Training 
Society, Monday distributes diplomas to 
women who finished dressmaking and 
tricot courses organised by the society. 
The graduation ceremony, held at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (RCC), was orga- 
nised by the society as part of its celebra- 
tions of His Majesty King Hussein’s birth- 
day. Princess Mia distributed diplomas to 


45 graduates and awarded certificates of 
appreciation to excelling trainees and 
supporters of the society’s activities. On 
the occasion, a tricot and knit-wear ex- 
hibition was held at the RCC. The society 
was founded in 1990 with the objective of 
training rural women and preserving 
rural and bedouin heritage. It also aims to 
help the needy and reduce demographic 
movement from rural and desert areas to 
urban centres (Petra photo) 


jjordan, Lebanon to settle 
trade issues in Beirut 


BEIRUT (J.T.) — A Jorda- 
■ian agricultural delegation 
Monday arrived in Beirut for 
tjalks on settling exchanges of 
agricultural products be- 
tween Lebanon and Jordan 
and ways to overcome obsta- 
cles to the transportation of 
products, according to Minis- 
try of Agriculture Secretary 
General Ghaleb Abu Orrabi: 
I Mr. Abu Orrabi told the 
Jjordan Times that the delega- 
tion, which is led by Minister 
qf Agriculture Man sour Ben 
Tarif and includes Salem 
ijawzi, director of the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Organisa- 
tion (AMO) as well as mer- 
chants and leading farmers, is 
expected to sign a protocol 
cm agricultural exchanges at 
the end of the meetings on 
Thursday. 

• Depending on the season, 
Jbrdan and Lebanon have 
bjsen exchanging agricultural 


products including melons, 
apricots, apples, cherries and 
tomatoes, but the exchange 
has often been bogged down 
because of the lack of proper 
bilateral exchange agree- 
ments. Mr. Abu Orrabi said. 

He said the talks between 
the 1 0-member Jordanian de- 
legation which includes 
Rakan AI Faour, head of the 
Jordan Valley Farmers Asso- 
ciation (JVFA), were ex- 
pected to be conducted main- 
ly with the Lebanese private 
sector which .usually handles 
agricultural matters, as well 
as Lebanese Minister of Agri- 
culture Adel Qartas. 

Mr. Ben Tarif said upon 
arrival in Beirut Monday that 
the visit at the invitation of 
the Lebanese .government 
aimed at settling trade be- 
tween the two sides. 

Lebanese and Jordanian 
officials in charge of agri- 


cultural production are eager 
to increase production and 
ensure fair exchanges among 
Arab states to provide fooa 
security, said Mr. Ben Tarif. 

He said that Jordan was 
keen on ensuring the flow of 
agricultural products among 
Arab states and was careful 
in concluding economic and 
trade agreements to achieve 
that goal and facilitate the 
flow of trade between Am- 
man and Beirut. 

The Lebanese minister said 
the Jordanian delegation's 
visit was in the course of 
coordination between the 
two countries in matters re- 
lated to agricultural ex- 
changes. 

He said the two sides plan 
to sign an agreement provid- 
ing for continued exchanges 
and solutions to problems 
such as those encountered in 
the past. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILM 

iV Film (in German with subtitles in English) 
entitled “Verlorene Landschaft” at 
{ Goetbe-lnsthut at 7:30 p.m. 

CHARITY BAZAAR 

* 

& Charity bazaar (includes books, tapes, 
I clothes, and accessories) at Mu’tah Uni- 
\ versity. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Motor show ’95 at the International Motor 
Exhibition, airport highway. 

& Exhibition of paintings by Saadi Al Kaabi 
at Alia Art Gallery. 

☆ Exhibition of sculptures by 4 Amer Khalil at 
Baladna Art Gallery. 

☆ Ceramics exhibition by Mahmoud Taha at 
Darat Al Funun. 


“JORDAN 

■ • • - * * 

1. « | B . . ■ If 


‘Raising the number of civil servants 
will not solve unemployment , poverty : 

Premier discusses governor ate issues in Madaba 


MADABA (Petra) — The 
government can by no means 
solve the unemployment and 
poverty problems by appoint- 
ing more people to serve in 
its public administration sys- 
tem because such a practice 
could only further inflate the 
system and render it obso- 
lete, said Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali Mon- 
day. 

Speaking during a visit to 
Madaba Govemorate. Dr. 
Majali said unemployment 
and poverty can only be 
solved by increasing invest- 
ments in productive projects, 
which can take place in a 
climate marked by stability, 
security and peace. 

By signing the peace treaty 
with Israel the country has 
entered a new phase requir- 
ing readiness to change, abil- 
ity to become more competi- 
tive and preparations to cut 
on routine, said Dr. Majali. 

The prime minister, who 
was replying to questions put 
to him at a meeting with 
members of the local execu- 
tive council and deputies 
from the Madaba district, 
said that the new 1995 draft 
budget is considered ambi- 
tious enough to help the 
country cany out productive 
schemes and offer better ser- 
vices to the public. 

Referring to the work of 
the executive council. Dr. 
Majali said the council should 
take charge of local issues 
such as school building re- 

a uirements and stimulating 
ie role of youth activities as 
well as promoting agricultu- 


Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali Monday attends a 
meeting of the Madaba Executive Council. Also attending 
the meeting were Minister of Interior Salameh Ham mad 


and Madaba deputies Abdul Hafez Shakhanheh, Abdul 
Majid Aqtash and Samih Farah (Petra photo) j 


ral projects. 

At the meeting, which was 
attended by Interior Minister 
Salameh Hammad, the prime, 
minister said the application 
of a decentralised system in 
the country should enable 
governors to handle local 
projects and take charge of 
matters related to their com- 
munities and facilitate some 
of the routine requirements 
faced by residents, saving 
them the trouble of seeking 
solutions from the central 
government in Amman. 

Asked about Jordan's rela- 
tions with the Gulf states, the 


Newspaper editor arrested, 
charged with libel 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian, 
newspaper editor Abdul 
Rahman Aboushi was 
arrested and. charged with 
libel, .Sunday- evening as a 
resujq of; accusations made 
earlier- -this year that- -he 
allegedly published false in- 
formation in Al Rasif, a 
local tabloid, about a local 
doctor. 

In the article, Moham- 
mad Tamliah (a journalist 
for Al Rasif) wrote that 
surgery on a prolapsed disk 
performed by Ishaq Mara- 

3 a in July 1993 resulted in 
ie paralysis of the patient, 
Ibrahim Al A tar. 

Under Jordanian law, 
the editor-in-chief of any 
paper assumes all responsi- 
bility for the content of the 
publication, which was why 
Mr. Aboushi was arrested. 
But, Faoud Saudi, Mr. 
Aboushi 's attorney, ex- 
pects that charges also will 
be brought against Mr. 
Tamliah. The defendant 
has entered a plea of not 
guilty. 

According to Mr. Saudi, 
Dr. Maraqa and his attor- 
ney agreed that the editor 
should be released until the 
matter is investigated furth- 
er and a court date is deter- 
mined — Mr. Aboushi was 
released yesterday on JD 
500 bail raised by family 
members. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times, Dr. Maraqa 


said the article was abso- 
lutely not true, calling the' 
whole incident a “profes- 
sional insult.” The only 
truth in the article. Dr. 
Maraqa said, was that a 
surgery had been per-' 
formed on- the pa tien r men ^ ' 
tioned in the article. 

Dr. Maraqa, a practicing 
surgeon at Shmeisani Hos- 
pital and head of the Jorda- 
nian Medical Association 
(JMA), said that the 
surgery was not performed 
by him, but a colleague of 
his. However, Dr. Maraqa 
stressed, “the patient was 
never paralysed.” 

The surgery did encoun- 
ter a routine complication, 
he added. “There was in- 
fection at the ate which is 
normal in a surgery, but 
there were no unusual com- 
plications." To his know- 
ledge, the doctor said, the 
patient is now enjoying 
good health. 

Mr. Aboushi's lawyer 
said Mr. Tamliah obtained 
the information from the 
patient, but also added that 
Dr. Maraqa’s lawyer said 
that the patient, Ibrahim 
Ai Atar, has denied any 
knowledge about the mat- 
ter and has said that he at 
no time made such allega- 
tions against the doctor. 

Dr. Maraqa said he had 
never been contacted by 
Mr. Tamliah to confirm or 
deny such allegations. 

The claimant is seeking 
JD 1 million in restitution, 
according to Mr. Saudi. 


Rain, cold expected through Thursday 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Meteorology Department said 
the Kingdom will continue to be affected by a low 
atmospheric pressure centred north of Syria, with rainy and 
cold weather expected to last through Thursday. The 
department said the weather will start to improve Friday, 
although there will remain a possibility of scattered 
showers in the northern and central parts of Jordan. In the 
Gulf of Aqaba, the department said, it will be partly cloudy 
with a chance of scattered showers. 



Regent congratulates Albania 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Prince Moham- 
mad, the Regent. Monday sent a cable to Albanian 
President Sali Berisha congratulating him in his name and 
on behalf of the Jordanian people and government on 
Albania's national day. Prince Mohammad wished Mr. 
Berisha good health and happiness and the Albanian 
people further progress and prosperity. 

Rawabdeh meets Syrian assembly speaker 

DAMASCUS (Petra) — Education Minister and Minister 
of State for Cabinet Affairs Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh 
Monday met with Speaker of the Syrian People’s Assembly 
Abdul Qader Qaddoura. Mr. Rawabdeh and Mr. Qad- 
doura discussed issues related to the fifth conference of the 
Islamic Educational. Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

PSD issues lesser pilgrimage rule 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Public Security Department 
(PSD) Monday said it will allow Jordanian citizens to host 
relatives coming from Israel to perform the lesser pilgrim- 
age (Umra) to Mecca and Medina for a maximum period of 
one week. The PSD urged those willing to host relatives to 
call at the PSD's Residence and Borders Directorate in 
Abdali beginning today to obtain the needed permits. 


prime minister, who recently 
visited Qatar and plans to go 
to the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) soon, said that rela- 
tions are progressively impro- 
ving and returning to normal. 

Jordan, the prime minister 
said, has been continually 
seeking to end differences 
among Arab states and looks 
forward to joint and collec- 
tive action in the face of the 
challenges of peace. 

Abdul Qader Habahbeh, 
the Madaba governor,, pre- 
sented an outline of the re- 
gion’s demands for public 
services and development 


plans. 

Madaba Deputy Abdul 
Hafez Shakhanbeh requested 
that the government con- 
struct a dam in Al Waleh 
area, set up an industrial city 
in the Madaba region and 
improve telephone services. 
He also demanded that hos- 
pital .services in Madaba dis-- 
trict be expanded and upr 
graded’i ' 

Deputies Abdul Majid 
Aqtash and Samih Farah re- 
quested that the government 
enlarge the main road linking 
Amman with Madaba, noting 
that the narrowness of the 


road was responsible for 
numerous accidents. * 
Meanwhile it wa^ 
announced Monday that the 
prime minister will fly to 
Accra, the capital of Ghana, 
to take part in a meeting of 
the board of trustees of the 
United Nations University ! f 

Among the topics on the 
.agenda is the esiablishmeni 
in Amman of a special uni- 
versity institute to train gov- 
ernment leaders. \ 

Dr. -Majali will also meet 
with several Ghanian officials 
to discuss Arab- African rela- 
tions. j 


‘Peace era to pose serious 
challenges to higher education 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Higher Education Rateb 
Saoud Monday said that Jor- 
dan's peace .with Israel was 
excepted to nose.sfirip.us dial- i 


education. 'ii^ 

Addressing-a seminar orgar- ■ 
nised by the University of 
Jordan to discuss the de- 
velopment of education in 
the Kingdom, the minister 
demanded that Jordan adopt 
a higher education strategy 
which would control the qual- 
ity of education in the King- 
dom and ensure that courses 
are linked to socio-economic 
development programmes. 

Drawing a contrast be- 
tween Jordanian and Israeli 
universities. Dr. Saoud said 


that Israeli universities sel- 
dom encounter problems and 
they actively participate in 
-drawing up socio-economic 
Tfo&TCS'sfot'fthe ■Jewish*' state 
-arid -take the lead unscientific 
i research: schemes. ’ 

Victoi^BfBeh , 1 head 'Of 1 lift 
National Centre- for Educa- 
tional -Res.earch and .De- 
velopment . (NCERD), 
addressed the conference 
saying that raising the effi- 
ciency and skill of teachers 
and improving educational 
programmes constitutes the 
major issues facing the edu- 
cational deyelopment process 
in the Kingdom. 

To deal with these issues, 
be said, school textbooks and 
programmes for advanced 


training of teachers are being 
prepared. 

In additon. Dr. Billeh said, 
special attention is. being 
given ro r Y 9 P»tionaI trainjpg 
to meet therojm try’s labour 
market-, (-neeqs. and n$w 
'school buildings are being 
constructed to replace rented 
premises. 

Kara a I Duwani.-head of 
the Educational Department 
at the Educational Sciences 
Faculty, said that the seminar 
was part of a series of meet- 
ing to help rally support for 
the ongoing efforts aimed at 
promoting education. 

University of Jordan Presi- 
dent Fawzi Gharaibeh wag 
among the audience, attend- 
ing the seminar. 


University students to boycott classes 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — More . than - 
1,000 University of Jordan 
students are expected to 
boycott classes today after 
negotiations with the uni- 
versity administration con- 
cerning the 60 grade system 
failed, said the boycott 
organisers. 

In a statement issued by 
the student union, it called 
on more than 4,500 en- - 
gineering and science stu- 
dents not to report to clas- 
ses Tuesday in protest. 

Hie problem arose near- 
ly three weeks ago when 
foe student union asked the 
university administration to 
adjust the current academic 
examination regulations 
which stipulate that stu- 
dents retaking courses they - 
have failed can Only attain '• 
a maximum of 60 per cent 
and at the same time,' the 1 
failing grade would not be 
added to the student’s 
transcript. 

The student union is tail- 
ing for the elimination of 
the 60-point grade system 
and allowing the scored 
grade to be added to the. 
student's grade point aver- 
age and not the failing 


grade; 1 or at least increase 
the maximum percentage 
to 75 for students who re- 
take courses. 

'The administration is 
purposely - delaying the 
matter and they keep tell- 
ing us that, they are study- 
ing it,” said a student coun- 
cil member. 

The statement came fol- 
lowing a student union., 
meeting Monday with the 
Dean' Of Student Affairs. 

“He (the dean) did not 
say. anything new,, instead 
he started telling us about 1 
the current regulations, 
and . we felt that he was 
avoiding the issue .-and 
bringing up irrelevant sub- 
jects,” said Mohammad, 
one of the student union 
members who was present 
at the meeting. . 

" The student union had 
staged a demonstration last ' 
Sunday on campus calling 
on all students to unite with 
them; and issued a state- 
ment listing their demands, 
threatening to boycott clas- 
ses if • negotiations failed, 
and giving Monday evening 
as the deadline for the uni- 
versity to- respond. 

According to Moham- 
mad Khreisat, dean of stu- 


dent affairs, the university- 
is reviewing its records to 
determine if it is necessar]r 
to adjust or change the 
current law. 

The mam reason the uni-^, 
versity is hesitant about' 
changing the regulations, ‘ 
Dr. Khreisat said, is that ‘ 
some students might take- 
ad vantage of the new- 
changes and fail the courses - 
purposely. - 

This, he added; is a waste * 
of the student's time and - ' 
adds more pressure on the* 
university because it re-" 
quires increasing the num- 
ber of staff and classes to' * 
overcome the increasing-' 
numbers of those students ' 
who retake courses. 

According' to Dr. v 
Khreisat, the administra- . 
tion will conclude its review / 
on Wednesday,, and “Biased^ 
on it, we will take : the *‘ 
necessary procedures,” he' v 
said. 

But one union member ~ 
told the Jordan Times: “If * 
the university does riot re- 
spond to oar demands, we 
will continue our protest- ) 
and call on -students at ; 
Other faculties to join ns, ■ 
until, .this problem is 
solved." i 



in dealing with water problems 




? 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Water and Irriga- 
tion is seeking continued 
cooperation with non- 
governmental organisations 
(NGOs) such as the Jordan 
Environment Society (JES) 
(formerly the Jordanian Soci- 
ety for the Control of En- 
vironmental Pollution.) in 
dealing with water problems 
and shortages in the country, 
according to Mohammad 
Bani Hani, the ministry 
secretary general. 

Cooperation in water re- 
lated issues, protection of wa- 
ter resources from pollution 
and sound management of 


those resources are needed to 
ensure sustainable 'develop- 
ment, said Dr. Bani Hani at 
the opening of a three-day 
workshop held at Amra 
Hotel to discuss the organisa- 
tion of* a national campaign 
for rationalising water con- 
sumption. 

Dr. Bani Hani told the 
Jordan Times that the work- 
shop was part of wide- 
ranging campaign to spread 
public awareness of the im- 
portance of water consump- 
tion. He said attention is now 
being directed towards the 
rural regions following cam- 
"paigns that were- held earlier 


■ 

in Amman. 5 

■ ■ 

He said that the United ? 
States Agency for Interna- • 
tional Development! 
(USAID) has pledged Sll I 
million for the execution of 1 
the ‘‘awareness and conserva- « 
tion” campaign which started ‘ 

a year 'ago. . _ \ 

■ 

It is through the NGOs and i 
local leaders of various com- j 
mum ties that the Water > and r 
Irrigation Ministry is trying to J 
educate citizens on the scarci- 
ty of water resources in the j 
Kingdom and the urgent « 
need to conserve, added Dr; Jt 
Bani Hani. - * 
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Berlusconi ready to face accusers 


ROME (R) — Italy's Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi, 
declaring “I have nothing to 
hide", said Monday he was 
ready to meet Milan’s “clean 
hands" investigators at any 
time and on their own turf to 
answer allegations of corrup- 
tion. 

“If they want, and if (my) 
lawyer agrees. I can be in 
Milan and in front of the 
'magistrates in 10 minutes." 
Mr. Berlusconi told the news- 
paper La Repubblica as he 
began a vital week in his 
battle to stay in power. 

Dismissing talk that he 
would be questioned at -a 
secret location, he said the 
meeting would take place at 
the Milan Prosecutor's 
Office. 

' “I havejiothing to hide and 
I've a duty to Italians as prime 
minister.'' Mr. Berlusconi 
said. “Any day is good for 
me." 

The magistrates, whose in- 
vestigations into graft top- 
pled Italy's political old 
guard, asked ro question Mr. 
Berlusconi last Tuesday when 
they informed him he was 
under inquiry for alleged cor- 


ruption involving his Finin- 
vest business empire. 

No date has been set for 
the questioning session. 

News of the investigation 
marked Mr. Berlusconi's 
blackest week since he en- 
tered politics in January with 
promises to blast graft from 

government. 

■ 

The media tycoon has since 
fought back, swearing on the 
lives of his five children that 
he had done nothing wrong. 

He is due to meet his coali- 
tion cabinet at 0900 GMT 
Tuesday for a test of loyalty 
in which he 'will ask his frac- 
tious partners to rally round a 
programme for government 
over the coming months. 

Mr. Berlusconi will also 
meet trade unions Wednes- 
day. with his aides talking 
optimistically of prospects for 
a deal on his contentious 1995 
austerity budget that would 
avert an eight-hour general 
strike Friday and ease its 
parliamentary passage. 

A successful outcome at 
both meetings would streng- 
then Mr. Berlusconi's hand 
and banish the immediate 


prospect that the may be 
forced to stand down, politic- 
al analysts believe. 

The Northern League, 
however, has made clear it 
will for now only support Mr. 
Berlusconi until the budget, 
designed to cut $30 billion 
from next year's deficit, has 
been approved. 

The budget bill, from 
which unions want controver- 
sial pensions reforms decou- 
pled, must by law be passed 
by parliament by the end of 
the year. 

League leader Umberto 
Bossi, Mr. Berlusconi's big-- 
gest and most combative 
partner, said his federalist 
party would then insist on a 
thorough review of the future 
of their shakey alliance. 

“If we had to replace him 
(Berlusconi), what would the 
problem be? When one Pope 
dies you choose another." 
Mr. Bossi told the newspaper 
11 Giomale. 

“Berlusconi is proving 
himself incapable of gov- 
erning. He's not got much 
time left to prove the oppo- 


site." Mr. Bossi said. 

The probe into Mr. Berlus- 
coni covers allegations that 
companies in his S7 billion a 
year media-to-retailing 
empire bribed tax police in 
return for favourable audits. 

Mr. Berlusconi insisted in 
interviews that he had no 
knowledge of the payments 
but said he regarded them as 
extortion. 

“It was outright robbery at 
our expense." he said. 

Mr. Berlusconi has por- 
trayed the investigation 
against him as pan of a poli- 
tical conspiracy and sought to 
depict himself as the only 
man capable of governing 
Italy. 

“This is not justice. There 
have been repeated attempts 
to get me," Mr. Berlusconi 
told La Repubblica. 

About 7.000 people de- 
monstrated in his suppon in 
the northern city of Turin 
Sunday. 

‘Tm going ahead because I 
know that is my duty and 
because it's what my country 
needs." Mr. Berlusconi tola 
the Turin newspaper La 
Stampa. 


Indonesia volcano toll climbs to 49 


JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) 
— A team of Japanese doc- 
tors was helping to treat burn 
victims of last week’s volcano 
eruption as the death toll 
from its destructive sweep 
rose lo 49. doctors said 
Monday. 

Mount Merapi, which ex- 
ploded last Tuesday, re- 
mained dangerous as hot lava 
and ash continued to pour 
out of its ruptured crater, 
experts said. 


Sixty-five emissions were 
recorded during a six-hour 
period Monday. They inun- 
dated the Boyong and Kxasak 
Rivers, said Atje Purwabina- 
ta, a local volcanologist. 

In Sardjito Hospital, six 
more volcano victims died 
overnight, raising the week's 
toll to 49, said hospital 
spokesman Achmad Sujudi. 

The toll is likely to increase 
as most of the 36 remaining 
seriously burned patients are 


in critical condition with little 
chance of survival, said Mr. 
Sojudi, contacted by tele- 
phone. 

Mr. Sujudi said a medical 
team from Japan is helping 
local doctors treat patients 
and possibly save some of 
them with plastic surgery. 
The Japanese also have don- 
ated medical equipment and 
medicine to all hospitals 
treating volcano victims, he 
added. 


Rao stakes 

future of 
reforms on 

state vote 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indi- 
an Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao has tied the future 
of his radical market reforms 
to the outcome of high-stakes 
southern regional elections. 

The 73-year-old premier is 
seeking a win In his borne 
state, Andhra Pradesh, and 
neighbouring Karnataka with 
a warning that defeat for his 
Congress (I) Party would im- 
perial the reforms just when 
rhey are starting to pay off. 

India needs at least five 
years of stability to carry out 
its transformation into an 
economic tiger, and only the 
109-year-old . Congress Party 
can provide that stability, he 
argues. 

“Once the country is firmly 
on the rails of progress, it 
would not matter which party 
is in power." Mr. Rao said in 
the Andhra Pradesh district 
of Guntur at the weekend, 
but for now India needs Con- 
gress. 

A defeat for Congress 
would be seen by foreign 
invesrors, whose support is 
needed for continued econo- 
mic growth, as a sign of insta- 
bility the nation of 900 mil- 
lion people can ill afford, he 
warned. 

Andhra Pradesh goes to 
the polls on Dec. 1 and Dec. 
5 while the balloting in Kar- 
nataka has been spread over 
Nov. 26 and Dec. 1. 

Political pundits foresee a 
rebellion against Mr. Rao's 
leadership within his party if 
he is not able to retain the 
two states. 

And defeat could force a 
slowing of the 40-month-old 
reform process while con- 
gress prepares for six state 
polls next year leading up to 
1996 national elections. 

In an interview with India 
Today magazine. Mr. Rao 
expanded on his campaign 
theme by citing the damage 
done by ’the September pla- 
gue outbreak in the city of 
Surat, a diamond processing 
and textile hub. 

“It has caused us untold 
losses by way of taxes, in- 
come and investment," he 
said. “The stakes are high in 
these elections for everyone. 
The people, the government, 
for the country." 

Meanwhile opposition sup- 
porters burned vehicles and 
blocked trains in Bombay 
Monday during a crippling 
general strike called to pro- 
test the deaths of nearly 130 
tribal residents in a recent 
stamped triggered by a police 
baton charge. 

The police reported dozens 
of arrests during the sporadic 
violence Monday in the met- 
ropolis. capital of the western 
Indian state of Maharashtra, 
where life was paralysed by 
the dawn-to-dusk opposition- 
• ied strike. 

Suburban railway services 
were disrupted as protestors 
stoned trains and blocked the 
tracks with planks and burn- 
ing tyres, police and witnes- 
ses said. 


Sanguinetti claims win 
in close Uruguay vote 


MONTEVIDEO (R) — For- 
mer President Julio San- 
guinetti of the centrist Col- 
orado Party claimed victory 
Monday in Uruguay's closest 
election ever, but his two 
main rivals refused to con- 
cede defeat and the counting 
continued. 

Three unofficial projec- 
tions based on exit polls 
showed a difference of six 
percentage points at most be- 
tween the Colorados, the rul- 
ing centrist National Party of 
President Alberto Lacalle 
and the centre-left Progres- 
sive Gathering. 

“(Our movement’s) elec- 
toral strength is what allowed 
us to achieve this result which 
puts us again in the presiden- 
cy.” said Mr. Sanguinetti 58, 
who was president from 1985 
to 1990. 

The Colorados and the 
National Party had fielded 
three candidates each. 


The Progressive Gathering 
had only done — former 
Montevideo Mayor Tabare 
Vazquez — and said it had 
retained control of the capit- 
al. winning the mayor’s office 
with 45 per cent of the vote. 

Mr. Vazquez said his party 
could still' win. Alberto - 
Volonte.-tfitf 1 National Party 
candidate,- did— not concede - 
defeat either. 

South America's smallest 
country after Surinam, Uru- 
guay has 2.3 million reg- 
istered voters — and every 
vote counted in Sunday's 
three-way dead-heat. 

The three parties vying for 
the presidency were at most 

1.6 points apart in opinion 
polls before the vote, with 

28.6 per cent for the ruling 
National Party, 28.4 per cent 
for the Colorados and 27 per 
cent for the Progressive 
Gathering. 


Japan cool on Yeltsin’s 
call for close partnership 


TOKYO (R) — Japan re- 
sponded coolly Monday to a 
call by Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin for closer part- 
nership between Tokyo and 
Moscow, saying a long- 
running territorial dispute 
must Ire settled first. 

In a letter to Prime Minis- 
ter Tomiichi Murayama, Mr. 
Yeltsin voiced hopes that 
visiting First Deputy Premier 
Oleg Soskovets could hold 
“meaningful” talks in Japan 
leading to “genuine” part- 
nership between Tokyo and 
Moscow, a Japanese official 
said. 

Mr. Y el tan gave reassur- 
ances in die letter, handed to 
Mr. Murayama by Mr. Sos- 
kovets, that Moscow would 
stick to the so-called Tokyo 
Declaration, which stipulated 
that the issue of four disputed 
islands would be resolved on 
the basis of “law and jus- 
tice.” 

The declaration was signed 
in October 1993 when Mr. 
Yeltsin visited Japan. 

“I agree that the two coun- 
tries should develop bilateral 
relations and build genuine 
partnership based on the 
Tokyo Declaration,*’ Mr. 
Murayama told Mr. Sos- 
kovets. 

“But to do so, it is manda- 
tory for the two countries to 
settle the territorial issue and 
sign a peace treaty," he was 
quoted by the Japanese offi- 
cial as saying. 

Mr. soskovets told him: 
“We consider the Tokyo De- 
claration as the basis for im- 
provement the future bilater- 
al relations. It is verified that 
such a direction is correct." 

The disputed islands off 
Northern Japan — 
Kunashiri, Etorofu. Shikotan 
and the Habomai group — 
were seized by Soviet troops 
at the end of World War II. 
Russia refers to them as the 
South Kuriles while Japan 


Tokyo refuses to sign a 
peace treaty with Moscow 
formally ending hostilities 
until Russia returns the is- 
lands. 

Mr. Soskovets, the most 
senior Moscow official to visit 
Japan since Mr. Yeltsin last 
year, called for Japan's coop- 
eration to promote economic 
development on the islands. 

.In a blunt reply, Mr. 
Murayama told him: ‘There 
are difficult issues, because 
we have our own basic posi- 
tion on the territorial issue.” 
Japan and Russia signed 
four agreements Sunday 
however, that took their eco- 
nomic ties to a new level. 

They included wide- 
ranging support for Moscow's 
economic reforms, reschedul- 
ing $180 million in trade in- 
surance debt, approval and 
assistance for Russia's entry 
into the world trade organisa- 
tion, to be set up on Jan. 1, 
and establishing a high-level 
bilateral trade committee. 

“Japan will consistently 
support Russia’s efforts to 
strengthen democracy, shift 
to a market economy and 
adopt foreign policy based on 
law and justice," Mr. 
Murayama told Mr. Sos- 
kovets. 

The two sides also agreed 
to start talks on a pact to 
protect .Japanese fishermen 
operating around the dis- 
puted islands. Fishermen 
from Japan's northernmost 
main island, Hokkaido, have 
frequently been prevented 
from fishing near the islands 
by Russian patrol boats. 

Finance Minister 
Masayoshi Takemura was 
quoted by a ministry official 
as telling Mr. Soskovets ear- 
lier that Japan may convert 
part of the $500 million it has 
allocated as humanitarian aid 
for Russian into loans for 
economic projects. 

Mr. Soskovets arrived in 
regards them as its Northern , Japan Sunday for a five-day 
Territories. visit. 


Argentina’s 

Radicals 

pick 

presidential 

candidate 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — 
Argentina’s opposition 
Radical Party voted Sunday 
to pit a provincial governor 
against Peronist President 
Carlos Menem in elections 
next May it has few chances 
of winning. 

Horario Massaccesi, 46, 
governor of the Patagonian 
province of Rio Negro, 
claimed victory in a party 
poll, saying he had crushed 
his opponent — National De- 
puty Federico Storani. 44 — 
by a margin of at least 
130,000 votes. 

“I'm the winner, without a 
doubt,” Mr. Massaccesi told 
a news conference. 

Mr. Menem is widely ex- 
pected to win a second term 
in the May 14 vote, probably 
without even the need for a 
tie-breaking second round. 

Opinion polls show the So- 
cial Democrat radicals, who 
as a party are still led by 
former President Raul Alfon- 
sin, will be lucky if they 
manage second place ahead 
of the ragtag broad front 
left-wing coalition. 

Faced with this prospect, 
Mr. Alfonsin and Cordoba 
province Governor Eduardo 
Angeloz — his party’s main 
presidential hopeful — step- 
ped aside and let Mr. Massac- 
cesi and Mr. Storani fight for 
the candidacy. 

Both Mr. Massaccesi and 
Mr. Storani distanced them- 
selves -from Mr. Alfonisn, 
who is resented by many 
radicals for having suddenly 
yielded a year ago to Mr. 
Menem’s bid to seek a second 
term. 

After years of harsh 
opposition, Mr. Alfonsin sur- 
prised his followers last 
November with a sudden 
about-face, shaking hands 
with Mr. Menem on a consti- 
tutional reform allowing suc- 
cessive terms. 

The broad front quickly 
picked up the opposition ban- 
ners, sweeping the capital 
Buenos Aires in elections last 
April to a Constituent 
Assembly and leaving the 
Radicals to trail third in the 
all-important Buenos Aires 
province. 


Russia 
rejects 
Chechen 
charge of 
involvement 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia 
curtly rejected Monday 
allegations that it had sup- 
plied weapons and troops to 
pro-Moscow forces fighting 
to oust the leader of the 
breakaway Caucasian Re- 
public of Chechenya. 

The. denial by Russian De- 
fence Minister ravel Grachev 
quoted by Interfax News 
Agency came the day after 
Chechen President Dzhokhar 
Dudayev claimed on Moscow 
television that Russian troops 
had taken part in an unsuc- 
cessful two-day opposition 
assault on his capital Grozny. 

Gen. Grachev told * Inter- 
fax that if the Russians had 
participated, “just one regim- 
ent of Russian paratroopers 
would have been enough to 
settle the problem within two 
hours.” 

“There are lots of merce- 
naries from Afghanistan, the 
Baltic and other countries 
currently fighting alongside 
the forces of Dzhokhar 
Dudayev,” Gen. Grachev 
charged. 

Mr. Dudayev who proc- 
laimed his small republic in- 
dependent from Russia in 
1991, said Sunday that his 
forces had “completely 
routed 1 ’ the opposition which 
attacked Grozny Saturday us- 
ing planes and helicopters. 

“It is Russian aggression 
and open military opera- 
tions,” Mr. Dudayev in- 
sisted. 

“AH crews are Russian to a 
man, the military profession- 
al equipment is Russian. 
What opposition in the world 
has ever had assault aircraft? 

“I responsibly state that 
Russia’s supreme political 
leadership is intentionally 
whipping up the sitnation in 
order to unleash a colossal 
Caucasian-Russian war,” Mr. 
Dudayev told Moscow televi- 
sion in an interview. 

Mr. Dudayev said Russians 
captured by his troops would 
be shot unless Moscow ack- 
nowledged they belonged to 
the Russian Armed Forces. 

“The Russians we are 
holding will be treated like 
prisoners of war if Moscow 
acknowledges them. If they 
are mercenaries, they will be 
shot,” Mr. Dudayev told 
journalists Sunday night in 
his presidential palace. 

Interfax News Agency 





A burned corpse Ires near a tank of the Chechen opposition 
troops, which was destroyed during a battle between gov- 
ernmental forces and Moscow-backed rebels for control over 
the Chechen capital of Grozny. Opposition forces have re- 
portedly withdrawn, after an unsuccessful attempt to capture 
the dty (AFP photo) 


quoted Chechen security offi- 
cials as saying nearly 70 Rus- 
sian nationals could be ex- 
ecuted Tuesday. 

On Monday the situation 
in Grozny was calm after 
opposition forces withdrew 
about 20 kilometres from the 
dty Sunday. Rebel leaders 
said they had pulled back to 
“regroup” and refused to 
admit defeat. 

But a rebels officer who 
asked not to be identified 
said Monday that opposition 
forces had suffered heavier 
losses than the 25 dead they 
had a^hnitted to losing. 

He said about 100 opposi- 
tion soldiers had died m the 
fighting while Mr. Dudayev’s 
army leadership said between 
200 opposition troops had 
been killed. 

There was no word on gov- 
ernment troops losses. 

The rebel officer said anti- 
Dudayev forces had adv- 
anced Saturday on the dty 
centre from four directions 
but had been caught in a haO 
of Tire from Mr. Dudayev 
forces posted on roofs and 
armed with grenade laun- 
chers. 

On Monday most of the 
windows in tire city centre 
were blown out and the pave- 
ments were ducked and co- 
vered in broken glass and 


debris, testifying to the inten- 
sity. of the combats. 

Meanwhile Ruslan Khabu- 
latov, former Supreme Soviet 
speaker and a leader of the 
Chechen opposition, was 
quoted in an Interfax report 
as calling for children to be 
evacuated from Grozny to 
protect them from possible 
bombardment. 

Russia’s Security Council 
was to hold an emergency 
meeting Monday on the latest 
fighting in Chechenya, the 
Interfax News Agency re- 
ported. 

The council, the country’s 
top national security body 
headed by President Boris 
Yeltsin, had been scheduled 
to start at 1200 GMT, Ivan 
Rybkip, the speaker of the 
Duma, or lower house, said. 

‘'Chechenya is regardless 
of what anyone says, one of 
the Russians Federation's 
subjects and we would like to 
have the different dam in the 
republic reach a peace 
accord,” mr. Rybltin said. 

Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Grigori Karassin would 
not comment on the latest 
fighting in the republic saying 
only that he considered 
Chechenya a part of the Rus- 
sian Federation “and whatev- 
er happens there is an inter- 
nal Russian issue.” 


China arrests mother of dissident 


HONG KONG (AP) — 
Chinese authorities arrested 
the 6S-year-old mother of an 
exiled dissident after she 
complained about inflation in 
a letter to her son, Hong 
Kong newspaper said Mon- 
day. 

Xln Hong was arrested in 
early September in the north- 
ern coastal city of Tianjin and 
accused of “leaking national 
economic secrets to foreign 
enemies.” her son. Gao 
Peiqi, was quoted as saying. 


Mr. Gao, a former police 
officer in the 'southern 
Chinese boomrown of Shen- 
zhen. bordering Hong Kong, 
fled to London in March 1992 
and now heads a Chinese 
dissident group, the Sing Tao 
Daily and the Express News 
said. 

Mr. Gao fled China after 
spending six months in deten- 
tion because he offended his 
superiors, the Express News 
said without elaborating. 


Mr. Gao told the newspap- 
ers he suspected Chinese au- 
thorities arrested his mother 
because of his dissident acti- 
vities. 

Mr. Gao said his mother 
wrote in a letter that prices 
have risen sharply in Tianjin 
and that her pension was not 
enough for a living, the Ex- 
press said. 

Sing Tao said Mrs. Xin 
would soon stand trial for 
leaking secrets. 


Australia pledges aid to Cambodia 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Australia has pledged some 
$65 million in aid to Cambo- 
dia over the next four years, 
and is expected to boost 
military assistance to Phnom 
Penh to help fight the Khmer 
Rouge, the Australian 
ambassador here said Mon- 
day. 

“The need for military aid 
is quite clear,” the ambassa- 


dor, Tony Kevin said, adding 
that the aid would be aimed 
at improving the “quality and 
discipline of the Cambodian 
aimed forces." 

But, he added, "the 
strongest weapon against the 
Khmer Rouge is the econo- 
mic and social development 
Of the country. That is where 
we will continue to put our 
main emphasis.” 


. Mr. Kevin was speaking at 
a signing ceremony at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
presided over by Finance 
Minister Keat Chhon. 

The Australian ambassa- 
dor said the aid programme, 
which had no "secrets or 
hidden objectives," concen- 
trated on four main areas: 
health, education, agriculture 
and infrastructure. 


Quebec separatists ready to roll to independence 


MONTREAL. ( R ) — 
Quebec's separatist Parti 
Quebeoois plans to put the 
wheels of independence in 
motion this week when it 
convenes the provincial 
legislature for the first time 
since becoming the French- 
speaking province's govern- 
ment. 

Premier Jacques Parizeau 
is expected to lay out his 
government's strategy re- 
garding its ultimate goal — 
independence for Quebec 
from Canada — during a 
speech Tuesday to open the 
new session of the legislature, 
called the National Assem- 
bly. 

“We must begin early," 
Mr. Parizeau said Friday af- 
ter a two-day cabinet meeting 
to hammer out the strafe 
He vowed throughout 
summer electoral campaign 
to hold a referendum in 1995 
to see if Quebeckers want to 
split from Canada. 

A previous referendum on 
a form of separation was de- 
feated in 1980 by a three- to- 
two margin. 


The Parti Quebecois has 
not talked much about the 
details of a referendum cam- 
paign or even when it plans to 
hold the vote. In the two 
months since its victory over 
the Liberals, the focus has 
mainly been on improving 
the economy. 

This is due mainly to a 
lower- than -expected margin 
of victory in the popular vote 
in the Sept. 12 election. 
Although the Parti Quebe- 
cois garnered 77 of the 125 
seats in the National Assem- 
bly. it won by less than one 
per cent in popular vote. 

Many Quebeckers had 
voted for the Parti Quebecois 
not as a rubber stamp 
approval for separation but 
as a change from nine straight 
years of Liberal rule which 
brought double-digit unem- 
ployment. high taxes and a 
rising deficit. 

As a result, Mr. Parizeau 
has spent the last two months 
talking about job creation 
and improving the economy. 

But political analysts think 
Mr. Parizeau will now switch 


gears in order to build sup- 
port for separation. 

Mr. Parizeau agreed, 
saying the time is now right. 

“We have developed a 
habit of walking and chewing 
gum at the same time and 
there are a certain number of 
economic and financial things 
that are important and the 
referendum is as well." he 
said. 

An opinion poll released 
Friday shows support for 
sovereignty has increased 
slightly since the election, but 
about 23 per cent of the 1 .005 
people surveyed were unde- 
cided. 

When the undecided votes 
were factored in, about 46 
per cent favoured sovereignty 
while 54 per cent were 
against it. During the election 
support for separation waned 
to around 40 per cent. 

Mr. Parizeau said the latest 
survey confirms three inter- 
nal polls conducted over the 
past few weeks by the party. 
He said the “thaw is setting 
in” in public opinion and the 
Parti Quebecois will start 


work immediately to take 
advantage of it. 

Most pundits expect Mr. 
Parizeau to create a commis- 
sion to look at the details of 
forming a separate Quebec 

Although Mr. Parizeau has 
said he will not unveil the 
date for the referendum, he 
may also give details about 
“solemn declaration" that he 
said the National Assembly 
would pass to give the gov- 
ernment the mandate to work 
towards independence. 

The government is also ex- 
pected to quickly present leg- 
islation to reduce the length 
of election and referendum 
campaigns. It is also expected 
to change rules regarding the 
end of the parliamentary ses- 
sion so it could reconvene in 
January after a short break 
instead of in March as usual. 

. is Yery significant," 
said Alain Gagnon, political 
scientist at McGill Universi- 

fi.ii mea ? ls are going' 
»n foil motion... if the? get 

into a rhythm they want to 

keep going." 


Body shop brings 
eco-friendly 
feminism to 
Saudis 

JEDDAH. Saudi Arabia (R) 
— The British founder of the 
body shop cosmetics chain, 
Anita Roddick, said Sunday 
she is spreading her message 
of eco-friendly feminism m 
business in Saudi Arabia. 
Body shop, which grew from 
one small shop to a multi- 
million-do Har group using 
alternative business methods, 
saw turnover rise by 28 per 
cent last year in conservative 
Muslim Saudi Arabia where 
women wear veils in pubic. 
Mascara for the eyes, often 
the only visible part of a 
woman’s face, and perfume, 
used widely by Arabian 
women for centuries, are the 
biggest sellers and henna has 
also been a big success. “You 
have to be creative when 
doing business here," Ms. 
Roddick, who has 1,200 
shops in 45 countries, told 
Reuters in an interview dur- 
ing a visit to the kingdom. 
“For us. the interesting route 
is explaining our philosophy 
of change to customers and 
business leaders here,” she 
said. Body Shop Internation- 
al Pic, whose world turnover 
was up 18 per cent in the first 
six months of this year to 
more than £200 million (over 
$300 million), has 18 shops in 
Saudi Arabia. The group 
does not break down revenue 
by country. 


Hanoi Hilton 
wall tumbles 

HANOI. Vietnam (AP) — 
Workmen have begun knock- 
ing down the wall of the 
Hanoi Hilton prison, where 
U.S. servicemen were shack- 
led and tortured during the 
Vietnam War. in preparation 
for building a real hotel on 
the site. One of the former 
PoWs, retired Navy Capt. 
Cole Black, carried away a 
lew souvenir bricks Sunday 
when he, his wife and other 
American tourists stopped at 
the site, a place of pilgrimage 
for returning Veterans. They 
peeked in the front gate at. 
the cells blocks. Then they 
walked outside the mustard- 
yellow walls topped with 
btf bed wire and broken glass 
to-' the rear, where workers 
with a backhoe and sledge-' 
hammers had opened a hole 
big enough for trucks to en- 
ter. “They liked to put peo- 
ple in irons — medieval-type 
punishment.” Capt. Black’ re- 
caled later. “The treatment 
was very bad." The prison, 
whose real name is the Hoa 
Lo, was built by the colonial 
French government and held 
Vietnamese nationalists and 
Communists during the 1940s 
and 1950s. After the United 
States began sending troops 
to prop up non -Communist 
South Vietnam against the 
Communist North, the prison 
became notorious for holding 
American PoWs, who coined 
the nickname. 


* 


Cuban cigars 
to be auctioned 

‘ ZURICH (AFP) — A pri- 
vate collection of precious 
Cuban cigars will be au- 
ctioned by Sotheby's on Dec. 
9 in Zurich. The collection, 
belonging to Gerard Vahe, 
includes specimens produced 
exclusively for the French 
“Club des Parlementaires," 
which will be offered at a 
starting price of 10,000 
French francs ($1,800) a box. 


High fertility 
treatments seen 
unsuccessful 

NEW YORK (R) _ Mi 
than eight out of 10 who 
high-tech fertility treatme 
to conceive are unsuccess! 
according t° the latest is: 
of U.S. News And Wo 
Report. The issue on ne’ 
stands Monday, dated D 
. ’ r cpons that Americ 
: spent $2 billion on high-tc 
procedures in the past ye 
L«ist year , government stai 
ncs showed 1.4 mill, 
women sought medical hi 
T ,n fertihty, the magazi 
S ed - ^ 1992. the" mi 

JSg' y®” for which 1 
fertility industry has provid 
information, about 37 (1 
couples went the high-ie 
route, but only 5.556 succe 

folly .conceived, the Ne\ 

weekly said. The industry l 
grown from 30 clinics in 19 
to more than 300 today, V 
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^ e » in !f- r .. predicts ‘y es ’ in tight Norway eu vote U.S. agrees to incentives for 


OSLO (R) — Prime Minister 
Gro Harlem Brundtland pre- 
dicted Norwegians would S 3 v 
“yes” to Europe Monday af- 
ter casting her vote in a re- 
ferendum on European Un- 
ion (EU) membership as final 
opinion polls turned the vote 
into a last-gasp thriller. 

“I believe in victory. You 
can see it in my face that I 
really do," a beaming 
Brundtland told reporters at 
a polling station in the weal- 
thy Oslo suburb of Bygdoey. 

As the second and final day 
of voting got under way. a 
pod by me Scan-Facts Insti-* 
tute published in the daily 
Verdens Gang showed "yes” 
ahead by 50.7 per cent to 49.3 
per cent for the first time in 
the month-long campaign. 

A poll by MMI in the 
Dagbladet daily forecast a 
50-50 per cent result and a 
Nielsen Norge survey in 
Arbeiderbladet predicted a 
“no” win by 52 to 48 per 
cent. The “yes” camp has 
gained five per cent on aver- 
age in perils over the last two 
weeks. 

“We are seeing an in- 
creasingly stronger involve- 
ment and .understanding for 
what a “yes’ would mean for 
Norway,” said the premier, 
waging the toughest battle of 
a long political career. 

A majority of Norway’s 3.2 
million voters, many of 
whom fear giving up 
sovereignty to a faraway 
Brussels bureaucracy, have 
been -widely projected to 
oppose membership, as they 
did in a similar referendum in 
1972. 

But the “no” camp’s lead 



Norwegian twins, one asleep holding a poster majority of Norwegians oppose EU mem- 
s*ying ‘Yes”, the other saying “No”, sit in bership, bat the “Yes” side has slowly gained 

men* stroller in Drammen outside Oslo. Opin- ground and could be within' reach of an upset, 

ion polls have consistently indicated that a (AFP photo) 


in opinion polls has gradually 
shrunk to between two and 
eight percentage points Sun- 
day and the dead-beat Mon- 
day. 

Mrs. Brundtland, the So- 
cial Democrat leading the 
“yes” forces, and Centre Par- 
ty leader Anne Enger Lahn- 
stein, dubbed the “no queen” 
by the media, made final 
appeals for a high turnout. 

“Everybody must vote to- 
day and show responsibility 
so that Norway will not be 
left alone on the outride. You 
who are still hesitating can 
secure a ‘yes’,” Mrs. Brundt- 
land said in Verdens Gang. 


“Those who are for ‘no’ 
must vote even if the weather 
is bad. Every vote counts,” 
Ms. Lahnstein told the news- 
paper. 

Half of Norway’s 435 vot- 
ing districts opened their 
polling stations Sunday and 
electoral officials reported an 
unusually heavy turnout, de- 
spite harsh weather in the far 
north and freezing fog 
around the capital. 

Polling stations are open 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. (0800- 
2000 GMT). Television sta- 
tions are expected to broad- 
cast results of exit polls soon 
after voting ends, although 


full results could take hours 
to be registered. ■ 

Unlike neighbouring. 
Sweden and Finland, which 
both voted to join die EU 
from Jan. 1 in referendums in 
the past six weeks, a passion- 
ate debate over Norway’s re- 
lationship with the rest of 
Europe has split the country 
down the middle. 

Mrs. Brundtland has urged 
her intransigent countrymen 
to join their Nordic neigh- 
bours in entering the EU in 
order to gain a voice in shap- 
ing the economy, peace and 
environment of Europe. 


No mini-summit on Angola in Morocco 


Soares 


LISBON (AFP) — Portu- 
guese President Mario Soares 
Monday denied reports that a 
mini-summit on Angola has 
taken place in the Moroccan 
capital Rabat after holding 
talks here with U.N*. 
Secretarv-General Boutros 
GhaJi. 

Soares declared that the 
basis for an end to the civil 
war that began on Angola's 
independence from Portugal 
in 1975 was the Lusaka pro- 
tocol signed by the Luanda 
government and UNITA re- 
bels. oa Nov. 20. 

‘/There are qp other prop*- 
osafc” Mr. Soares said. Now 
it was “necessary to give cqn-.- 
tinuity" to the protocol, 
which led to a ceasefire that 
took effect Tuesday last 
week. 

The regular army and the 
National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola 
(UNITA) have each accused 
•the other of violations of the' 
pact, but U.N. personnel in 
Luanda have said they have 
no reports of major prob- 
lems. 

On Monday, the influential 
Portuguese daily speculated 
the UNITA leader Jonas 
Savimbi was attending a 
mini-summit in capital Rubai 
Monday as part of a bid to 
push ahead with a political 
settlement following the ceas- 
efire. 

The Lisbon newspaper 
considered in an editorial 
that Mr. Savimbi could be 
having talks with Mr. Soares. 
Dt. Ghali, Morocco's King 
Hassan II and South African 
President Nelson Mandela, 
who have all been in Rabat. 

King Hassan has been''* 
close to Mr. Savimbi and 
offered to mediate in the 
Angolan conflict. Mr. Man- 





South African President Nelson Mandela 
{right) confers with Secretary General of the 
United Nations Boutros Ghali before then- 
dinner with Moroccan Prime Minister Abdel- 


latif Fiiali. Mr. Mandela arrived here Sunday 
morning for a private two-day visit (AFP 
photo) 


dela alos became involved 
after his African National 
Congress swept to power in 
South Africa's historic first 
all-race elections this year. 

But Dr. Ghali declared 
Monday that he had held 
talks with Mr. Soares to “ex- 
change views." made no 
mention of Mr. Savimbi ‘s 
whereabouts and said he and 
the Portuguese leader had 
come up with no “new prop- 
osals." 

Mr. Savimbi is said by UN- 
ITA to be in his own coun- 
try • but he failed personally 
to turn up and sign the peace 
protocol as scheduled with 
Angolan President Jose 
Eduardo Dos Santos in Lusa- 
ka. 

The pact, which provides 
for a political settlement and 


the demobilisation of the riv- 
al armies, was signed by their 
aides. UNITA blamed Mr. 
Savimbi's absence on offen- 
sives by government troops, 
but he has on past occasions 
expressed considerable con- 
cern for his own security. 

A previous 1991 peace pact 
collapsed when UNITA lost 
general elections in Septem- 
ber 1992. and in a climate of 
mistrust, both Mr. Savimbi 
and the government have 
come under considerable in- 
ternational pressure to reach 
a new settlement . 

The Angolan government 
has said it will only deal with 
the issue of Mr. Savimbi'*. 
“special staius*-’ once he re- 
emerges into the open. 

When government troops 
pressed home an offensive 


and captured Mr. Savimbi's 
stronghold in the central 
highlands city of Huambo 
earlv this month. Mr. Soares 
twice reportedlv telephoned 
the UNITA leader. 

This annoyed Mr. Dos 
Santos so much that the latter 
has refused to attend this 
week's summit of 
Portuguese-speaking nations 
here, the Diario De Noticios 
reported. 

Mr. Mandela was making 
“a private visit" to Rabat, 
precisely at a time when the 
South African government, 
whose apartheid predeces- 
sors long supported UNITA. 
has proposed to send 1.INX1 
troops to take part in U.N. 
peacekeeping, and ceasefire 
monitoring operations in 
Angola, the paper noted. 


Nepali Congress decides to back Communist rule 
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. , KATHMANDU (Agencies) 
$ — Nepal’s Communist Party- 
prepared Monday to stake its 
claim to rule the Himalayan 
kingdom after the rival Con- 
gress Party agreed to sit in 
opposition. 

“We have decided to sit in 
the parliament as a disci- 
plined opposition.'* Congress 
spokesman Tara Nath 
Kanabhatt told Reuters after 
a meeting of the party's new- 
ly elected parliamentarians. 
t “We will provide construc- 
tive support to the govern- 
ment,” he said, putting an 
end to more than a week of 
speculation about Congress's 
plans following the election 
of a hung parliament. 

Congress, which in 1991 
won the country’s first multi- 
party elections in three de- 
cades. finished second behind 
the Communist Unified 
Marxist -Leninist (UML) Par- 
ty in polls held almost two 
weeks ago. 

The country has since been 
in political deadlock. Neither 
, party won an outright major- 
ity and both had been jock- 
eying for a chance to head the 
next government. 

The UML. which last week 
elected lifelong anti- 
■ • A monar chist Man Mohan 
yAdhikary as its parliamentary 
leader and choice as prime 
minister, claims that with 88 
of 205 seats in the House of 
- Representatives it has the 


right to form a minority gov- 
ernment. 

Congress, with 83 seats, 
had been split before Mon- 
day's meeting. 

One faction led by caretak- 
er Prime Minister Girija Pra- 
sad Koirala had favoured sit- 
ting in opposition, while 
others were seeking allies 
within the UML or the 
monarchist Rastriya Pra- 
jatanira Party (RPP). 

Leaders of the RPP, which 
holds the balance of power 
with 20 seats, often ruled 
Nepal in the three decades 
after a palace coup which 
ended a brief experiment 
with multiparty democracy. 

Patching up its splits. Con- 
gress agreed at Monday’s 
meeting to let the Commun- 
ists lead the next govern- 
ment. 

King Birendra. the consti- 
tutional monarch, issued a 
proclamation setting a 5 p.m. 
(1115 GMT) deadline Tues- 
day for parties to decide who 
will rule. 

The UML said it would 

stake its claim. 

“Tomorrow we will go to 
the king and stake our claim 
for a minority government.” 
UML spokesman Pradeep 
Nepal told Reuters. 

-We don't want fresh elec- 
tions in Nepal, he said. 
“Therefore we will hold sepa- 
rate talks with other political 
parties to develop a consen- 


sus to get their support in 
parliament." 

The Communists, who 
would dramatically restrict 
landholdings and slow or 
even halt a privatisation 
programme, had not yet 
shown the support of at least 
103 lawmakers needed to win 
a vote of confidence. 

But Congress' spokesman 
suggested the outgoing ruling 
patty might help the UML 
over the 103-seat hurdle with 
“constructive support.” 

In the event of a hung 
parliament. King Birendra. 
who yielded absolute power 
in 1990 in the face of bloody 
demonstrations, has the au- 
thority to choose as prime 
minister any lawmaker he be- 
lieves can command a major- 
ity. 

If no such parliamentrian 
emerges, the king must 
choose the leader of the party 
with the greatest number of 
seats to head the govern- 
ment. In either case a prime 
minister must win a vote of 
confidence within 30 days. 

The Communists were ex- 
pected to form a minority 
government after winning the 
support of a tiny pro-Indian 
party at the weekend. 

Leaders of the Nepal Com- 
munist Party met late Sunday 
in preparation for the govern- 
ment's expected formation. 
The pro-Indian Nepal Sad- 


vhabana Party (NSP). which 
bagged three seats in the 
polls, has thrown its support 
behind the Communists, NSP 
sources said. 

The backing of the NSP 
and left-wing groups and in- 
dependents brought to 97 the 
total MPs so far in the 
Communist-led camp, still 
short of the minimum 103 
needed to constitute a major- 
ity. 

- % 

The Communists however 
said Sunday that they were 
determined to form a minor- 
ity government. 

Apart from the three ma- 
jor parties the Maoist Nepal 
Peasants' and Workers' Party 
(NPWP) had four seats, and 
independent candidates, two 
of them leftists, bagged 
seven. 

Analysts said the support 
of the pro-Indian party, de- 
spite its small size, was im- 
portant for the Communists, 
at least symbolically, because 
New Delhi was earlier wor- 
ried about the prospect of a 
Communist-led government 
in Nepal. 

But the Communists 
sought to allay Indian and 
Western fears by proclaiming 
ahderence to free-market 
policies in this impoverished 
Himalayan kingdom, where 
government services have 
been crippled by the political 

deadlock. 


Bosnia Serbs , Serbia to end war 


LONDON (R) — The Un- 
ited States, under pressure 
from European allies trying 
to end the war in Bosnia, has 
agreed to offer the Bosnian 
Serbs and Serbia fresh incen- 
tives as part of a new peace 
push by major powers, diplo- 
mats said Monday. 

The diplomats told Reuters 
Washington reluctantly 
agreed to the approach at a 
meeting of officials from the 
five-nation “contact group” 
in Paris Sunday. 

Foreign ministers from the 
United States, Russia, 
France, Britain and Germany 
meet in Brussels Friday and 
are now expected to offer 
new concessions to stop the' 
fighting, since the threat of 
NATO military might has 
failed to do so. 

This will include giving the 
Bosnian Serbs the right to 
form a confederation with 
Serbia if they accept the in- 
ternational peace plan that 
they have so far rejected. Hie 
plan would divide Bosnia in 
half between the Serbs and 
the Muslim -Croat alliance. 

In addition, Serbia will be 
offered more relief from 
U.N. sanctions if it helps to 
bring the Bosnian Serbs to 
accept the plan and agrees to 
a scheme that would ease 
long-running tensions with 
Croatia. 

Until now, the United 
States has fiercely opposed 
offering any fresh conces- 
sions to the Serbs and has 
taken a pro-Muslim line in 
Europe’s worst conflict since 
World War II. This has 
caused a major rift within 
NATO and with Russia. 

The latest agreement could 
provoke fresh criticism of the 
U.S. administration from the 
Congress, which could yet 
force President Bill Clinton 
to lift an international arms 
embargo for the Muslim-led 
government unilaterally. 

“The Americans have gone 
along with this because they 
realise there’s now not much 
alternative, but it’s risky for 
them in domestic terms,” 
said one diplomat. 

With the failure of the Un- 
ited Nations and NATO to. 
defend the Muslim enclave of 
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Muslim children from the village just outside 
Novi Travnik in central Bosnia hide behind a 
wooden United Nations sign as they play near a 
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joint Muslim- Croatian check-point (AFP 
photo) 
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Kohl easily re-elected CDU party leader 


Bihac, the only hope now 
appears to lie in a fresh di- 
plomatic effort for peace — 
since Western powers are not 
prepared to intervene with 
massive force to end the war. 

The other members of the 
contact group have been 
trying to persuade the United 
States for some time that 
fresh incentives must be 
offered to the various Serb 
communities. 

The Bosnian Serbs, who 
control 70 per cent of the 
former Yugoslav Republic 
and now appear to have 
gained the upper hand in the 
war, have rejected the peace 
plan on the grounds it would 
mean giving up too much 
territory. 

Washington, which blames 
the Serbs for the war, had 
previously refused to accept 
the idea that Bosnian Serbs 
might be able to link their 
territory in an agreement 
with Belgrade that might ful- 
fil the dream of a “greater 
Serbia.” 

This, U.S. officials always 
said, would reward Serb 
aggression and threaten the 
future territorial integrity of 
Bosnia as a sovereign stale., 
. But Europe, putters foa.YS 


argued that the Bosnian 
Serbs should simply be given 
the same rights* as the 
Musfim-Croat alliance, which 
could forge links with 
Croatia. 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkei said Monday 
concessions to Serbia would 
be possible only if Belgrade 
made real efforts and recog- 
nised Bosnia’s borders as 
“unambiguous abandonment 
of the dream of a greater 
Serbia.” 

A statement issued Mon- 
day on behalf of the contact 
group maintained a facade of 
unity and vowed to pursue 
diplomatic efforts this week. 

“The contact group is un- 
ited in its demand for an 
immediate ceasefire in Bihac 
and the cessation of hostili- 
ties throughout Bosnia- 
Herzegovina in pursuit of the 
territorial settlement prop- 
osed by the contact group,” it 
said. 

Senior officials of the five 
powers flew to Belgrade 
Monday to press efforts for a 
negotiated solution. But di- 
plomats said it was not cte**- 
what influence Serbian Presi- 
dent Slobodan Milosevic 
could bring to bear on the 


Bosnian Serbs. 

Foreign ministers of Euro- 
pean Union governments met 
in Brussels Monday in an 
attempt to salvage the credi- 
bility of international 
peacekeeping in Bosnia. 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkei forecast the EU 
session would be difficult af-, 
ter successful Serb defiance 
of the U.N.’s writ in Bihac 
and of NATO airpower. 

A six-day onslaught against 
Bihac town and its popula- 
tion of more than 60, (XX) 
Muslims has driven a barely 
concealed rift between U.N. 
peacekeepers and NATO 
and between the Western 
allies themselves. 

Serb forces avenging a de- 
feat by the Bosnian govern- 
ment army’s Bihac-based 5th 
Corps have made the alliance 
and the U.N. look politically 
and militarily helpless. 

Senator Robert Dole said 
on television: “I think we 
have a complete breakdown 
r.f NATO ... the U.N. prob- ■ 
atj'y ought to leave (Bosnia) 
iOO ... because in my view 

what they have done from the 

start is to help the Serb 
aggressors; 


BONN (R) — Germany's 
Christian Democratic Union 
(CDU) re-elected Helmut 
Kohl as its chairman Monday 
for the 11th time, with 94.4 
per cent of delegates voting 
for him at a party congress on 
Bonn. 

The result, slightly lower 
than his 1990 score 95.5 per 
cent, reflected Mr. Kohl's 
continued strong base within 
the ruling party despite fall- 
ing voter support for the 
CDU in the Oct. 16 general 
election. 

It was the final electoral 
hurdle this year for Mr. Kohl, 
64. who saw his coalition's 
majority dramatically slashed 
in October and then won 
re-election in parliament as 
chancellor rhis month with 
only one vote to spare. . 

At the Congress, only 51 of 
the 929 congress delegates 
voted against Mr. Kohl and 
another 14 abstained. The 
remaining S64 all backed Mr. 
Kohl, who ran unopposed. 

Mr. Kohl has pledged to 
retire from the chancellorship 
in 1998. when he will have 
ruled for 16 years — the 
longest period by any Ger- 
many chancellor. 


Opening the one-day con- 
gress. s he urged the' con- 
servative party to promote 
more women leaders and 
provide more help to families 
with children as a way to 
broaden its appeal in future. 

Mr. Kohl told his party it 
had to reserve one-third of its 
posts for women — a group 
in which suypport for the 
conservatives is notably 
weak. 

The party had to boost its 
appeal by giving more help 
for families with children, 
especially through more 
affordable housing and new 
jobs with more flexible work- 
ing hours. 

“If we want to get a start 
into the future, we have to do 
it now.” declared the veteran 
chancellor, whose centre- 
right coalition won a fourth 
term on Oct. 16 with a dra- 
matically reduced majority of 
only 10" seats out of 672 in 
parliament. 

“We won't have much time 
— four years are a short 
time." 

Mr. Kohl, unchallenged at 
the top of the CDU after 12 
years as chancellor, has 
forced his party to think hard 


about its future by pledging ' 
to step down in 1998. 

Stressing the need to 
broaden its appeal beyond, 
the veteran chancellor's cam- * 
paign skills, one CDU official 
described the party's chal- 
lenge by saying: “We have to 
turn Kohl voters into CDU 
voters." 

The women '5 quota, the 
call to help young families 
with children and the plan to 
provide more jobs are all 
aimed at voters whose enthu- 
siasm for the CDU had 
proved to be weakest. 

Mr. Kohl said the CDU. 
long opposed to the women's 
quotas introduced in the 
1980s by the leftist Social 
Democrats (SPD) and 
Greens, still had far too few 
women in leading jobs de- 
spite years of appeals to local 
organisations to promote 
them. 

"For a long time. I be- 
longed to those who said it 
was enough to make 
appeals." he said.. “I will 
confess today dearly that I 
have failed with this posi- 
tion." 

He urged the party’ to back 
a proposed quota that would 


come into effect next year.- 
and ensure that women occu-*.. 
pied one-third of all party 
posts and made up one-third.-* 
of all CDU candidates iir 1 
local, state, national and-. 

European elections. !- 

■ 

Critics — both men and. ‘ 
women — spoke our against 
the plan last week but CDU 
officials said it was expected 
to pass. 

The CDU parliamentary . 
group has the iowesr percen- 
tage of women of all parties ■ 
— 13.9 per cent, far lower 
than the overall 26.3 per cent * 
average in the newly-elected 

parliament. 

■ 

A CDU study said support 
for the party was weakest ; 
among young women voters. 
They have flocked to the 
ecologist Greens, whose par- 
liamentary faction has 59.2 
per cent women. 

Both Mr. Kohl and Wolf- 
gang Schaeuble. the powerful ! 
CDU parliamentary leader, 
refrained from criticising the 
Greens when they launched 
stinging attacks on the 
opposition SPD and the re- • 
form communist Party of' 
Democratic Sodalism (PDS). 


3 companions of missing Briton found in Zaire 


LONDON (AFP) — Three 
Rwandan companions of a 
British truck driver who dis- 
appeared near violence-torn 
refugee camps in eastern 
Zaire were found alive Mon- 
day. but some were wounded 
by bullets, the charity Assist 
stated. 

The three were with 
another Rwandan in the Bri- 
ton's lorry when the convoy 
they were in came under fire 
Friday in the Rutshuni region 
north' of the Katale refugee 
camp. 60 kilometres north of 
the town of Goma. 

The drivers of all six lorries 
left their cabs to rake shelter 
and when they regrouped 
afterwards, there was no 
irace of the Briton, whom 
Assist has refused to name. 

Reliable sources said he 
was a 43-year-old former 
member of the crack British 
military Special Air Service 
(SAS).' 

The relief convoy was 
mounted by two charities. 
Assist and Actionaid. Assist 
said the three Rwandans 
found Monday, who worked 
for the International Luther- 
an Federation, were disco- 
vered near the camp they 
lived, but a spokesman for 


the charity said he did not 
have precise details. 

“Our people are going to 
interview them to see if they 
can shed any light on what 
happened.” the spokesman 
said in the Scottish city of 
Glasgow, where Assist is 
based. 

Goma is the hub for camps 
housing some 800.000 Rwan- 
dans who fled ethnic carnage 
in their own country between 
April and July, following the 
death of Hutu President 
Juvenal Habyarimana in a 
suspicious plane crash 

Former government 
troops, officials and extremist 
militias of the Hutu majority 
have been accused of terror- 
ising and intimidating the re- 
fugees and establishing vio- 
lent control over the camps in 
order to retain a power base- 

The new Rwandan govern- 
ment installed by a Tutsi-led 
former rebel front also in- 
cludes Hutu extremists of 
slaughtering between 500.000 
and a million minority Tutsis 
and opposition Hutus in the 
bloodbath. 

Meanwhile, leaders of 
Zaire, Rwanda and Burundi 
agreed in a summit on 
confidence-building mea- 


sures for hundreds of 
thousands of Rwandan re- 
fugees in violence-tom camps 
in Zaire, the Zairean News 
Agency (AZAP) reported 
Monday. 

President Mobutu Sese 
Seko of Zaire, which Sunday 
handed over to Rwandan au- 
thorities 26 alleged Hutu ex- 
tremists suspected of orches- 
trating the violence in the 
camps, hosted the weekend 
summit in the northern town 
of Gbadolite. 

Defence ministers from the 
three central African coun- 
tries will meet in the first half 
of December to “investigate 
and recommend solutions to 
the problem of the regional 
presence of amfed and des- 
tabilising elements” and to 
improve border controls. 
AZAP said. 

An official summit state- 
ment had yet to be released 
Monday afternoon, but 
AZAP said the three leaders 
had agreed that “those of the 
refugees who do not wish to 
return home will be moved 
away from the border region 
in line with the Organisation 
of African Unity (refugee) 
convention.” 


Previously, regional offi- 
cials and relief workers had 
raised the option of moving 
out former government 
troops and extremist militias 
of tne ousted Hutu majority 
regime charged with terroris- 
ing refugees in the camps. 

The new Kigali govern- 
ment established by former 
rebels of the Tutsi-led Rwan- 
dan Patriotic Front (RPF) in 
July also accuses them of 
launching bloody incursions 
back into Rwanda. 

Zaire hosts more than a 
million Rwandans refugees. 

The RPF claims that over 
500.000 Tutsis and opposition 
Hutus were slaughtered in 
organised genocide, but its 
soldiers too have been ac- 
cused of summary reprisals 
and other atrocities. Many 
refugees are reluctant to re- 
turn. 


Presidents Pasteur ] 
mungu of Rwanda and 
vestre Ntibantunganys 
Burundi, which shares a 
tory of bloodshed betwee 
own minority Tutsis 
majority Hutus, were at 
meeting with Marshal Mi 
to. Both men are Hutu 
new coalition govemme: 
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THE KILLING of Rabbi Ami Ulami, pre- 
sumably by Hamas guerrillas, near Hebron 
on Sunday has stirred yet another hornet’s 
nest for the Palestinian -Israeli peace talks 
that were resumed in Brussels Monday. The 
redeployment of Israeli troops in the occu- 
pied territories is now at stake as the Israeli 
prime minister hinted again on the day the 
rabbi was shot that the outcome of the 
impending negotiations with the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) hinged on its 
ability to disarm Hamas and the Islamic 
Jihad group. PLO Chair man Yasser Arafat 
has succeeded in preventing a public display 
of arms by those opposition groups in auton- 
omous areas in the aftermath of the bloody 
clash in Gaza city on Nov. 18 but has so far 
refrained from going any further. Obviously 
this “success” is not sufficient for the Israeli 
government, which is now seeking to up the 
ante for the PNA by insisting that only the 
security forces in the Palestinian self-rule 
areas should remain armed. No doubt Mr. 
Arafat knows that as long as opponents of his 
peace deal with Israel are carrying weapons 
they will continue to pose a formidable 
challenge to his authority and undermine his 
control over the autonomous areas. 

Sooner : dr later the PNA will have to 
Reckon v^ith this problem and deal with it 
effectively either by peaceful means or by the 
exercise of the police powers vested in it. The 
big issue that remains is when to embark on 
this task, given that it will be necessary 
somewhere along the line. One thing is sure 
though, and that is no matter when any 
head-on armed confrontation with Hamas 
and Is lamic Jihad takes place, it will be 
bloody and costly. It is never certain that the 
PNA would resort to the option of an armed 
conflict in view of the widespread support for 
opposition within the Pales tinian ranks . In 
retrospect Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin would be better advised not to push 
too hard for such a bloody clash as it could 
only precipitate chaos and disintegration of 
the whole peace effort. Thus the choice of 
incorporating Hamas and other opposition 
groups into this effort should be left for the 
discretion of the PNA. One thing is for sure 
though, when a date for Palestinian elections 
for the self-rule council draws nearer, 
Hamas and the Islamic Jihad will both busy 
themselves with electioneering and thereafter 
with opposing Mr. Arafat and engaging the 
Israelis in a more peaceful manner. And this 
is where both Mr. Arafat and Mr. Rabin 
should concentrate their joint effort. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER IN AI Ra’i daily expressed apprehension over 

boi 


the 1995 fiscal budget which, he said, was bound to increase 
Jordan's foreign debts. Tareq Masarweh said that the 
budget figures do not give any real regard nor give priority 
to agriculture or technological research designed to in- 
crease food production. The increase in this year's budget 
over the past year's does not correspond to the increase in 
national production, not; does it deal with the question of 
unemployment and the inflated public administration 
\ system or improve its performance. The frenzy of peace 
should not prompt us to make plans for projects which we 
can by no means afford finance, lest we should fall in more 
debts which we can never settle, warned the writer. He said 
that the government ought to give priority to controlling 
the spiralling prices of basic commodities, give priority to 
projects of agricultural production and stem the trend of 
more imports by the private sector. He said that the 
increase in the volume of the fiscal budget this year is not 
compatible with the cancellation of part of Jordan's foreign 
debts as promised by the creditor nations as the price of 
peace the Kingdom made with Israel. Furthermore, he 
said, the public administration system is showing more and 
more weakness every year while Parliament is not doing 
enough to monitor and control the public administration's 
performance. 


r.* 


for their courses of higher education they are taking at the 
; university to raise their standards, said the writer. 


A COLUMNIST in AI Dnstour advocated the cause of 
Ministry of Education teachers who, he said, are being 
required to stay in their school until the end of the school 
day though they might have completed their duty in the 
classrooms. Mohammad Subeihi said that it is unfair to ask 
teachers to remain behind as many of them feel they have 

1 preparations for classes which they can only conduct in a 
more comfortable climate at home. Furthermore, most 
schools lack proper heating systems and do not tempt 
teachers to stay after classes, especially if they feel obliged 
to go home after carrying out their duty in foil to prepare 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


ain’t working so well, fix it 


The mid-term election in the United States earlier this 
month ushered in the third worldisation of American 
culture. It confirmed the anti-government, anti-incumbent 
mood that pollsters had been identifying for many months, 
but it also may have revealed a much more interesting 
historical trend in the United States: a move away from 
strict secularism and the separation of religion and state. 
Watching this election from within the United States, I 
often had the sensation that I was, in fact, still in the 
Middle East, for both cultures are now heavily influenced 
by the forces of politicised religion — Islam in the Middle 
East and Christianity in the US 
The active support of rightwing Christian fundamentalist 
groups achieved two important goals in this election: it 
moved the centre of gravity of the Republican Party to the 
right (which means the Democrats will move right with it to 


keep up), and it helped ggin victory for many conservative 
ibuc 


Republicans. 

Eight new senators and 43 new House of Representatives 
members identified with Christian right values swept into 
office, thanks in part to thirty million voting guides 
distributed by the Christian Coalition, the single largest 
and most important national Christian political group. 
Republican voter turnout increased in every part of tne 
country, and therefore sixty per cent of the six-hundred 
candidates for local, state and national offices who were 
supported by religions conservatives won their elections. 

What does this trend represent, and bow does it relate to 
trends in the Middle East? Clearly, Americans and Arabs 
are reacting in similar ways to a set of common ailments _ 
and challenges: states are increasingly unable to meet 
people’s needs or even to reflect their cultural or national 
identity. Consequently, the people are trying to modify the 
nature and role of the state, and the manner in which 
government wields political and economic power. 


countries have collapsed into civil war, ethnic strife, or 
sob-national fragmentation. 

Domestic strife routinely kills, injures or males thirty- to- 
fifty per cent of some states’ entire populations, in places 
surh as Rwanda, Liberia, Lebanon, Kuwait, Somalia and 
Bosnia, while wholesale national distress defines other 
lands such as Georgia, Crimea, Yemen, Cuba, Haiti, 
Russia, Iraq, Mozambique, Sudan, Zaire, southern Mex- 
ico, southeastern Turkey, and the great; urban squatter 
quarters of Brazil’s bit cities. Something _ about contempor- 
ary statehood in the Third World is not working as well as it 

should. * _ 

In the Middle East, all the leading domestic weaknesses 
of states — poverty, resource imbalances, political brutal- 
ity, denial of indigenous cultural identity — may be 
explained in part by the inappropriate use of the Western 
secular nation-state model throughout the region; this 
pertains to old, confident, big states such as Egypt, Iran 
and Turkey, as well as to young, small, slightly unsteady 
states such as Kuwait, Tunisia or Djibouti. 


These proven traditional forms of identity are appealing 
«hev are culturally authentic, emOQona&y satis. 


because they are culturally 

more equitable in their distribution of soao. 


That ordinary people in societies as different as the 
United States and the Arab World are reacting to similar 


problems in common political ways suggests that we 
witness today nothing less than the first global expression 
of disenchantment with the secular nation-state in its 
present configuration. The modern nation-state as a 
political/cultural unit was bom in England and France in 
the 16th/17th centuries, and it spread around the world 
through Euro-imperialism in the 18th-19th centuries. 

It ma y be fraying at the edges of its global diffusion, to 
judge by events around the world since 1990. As the 
post-cold war era now exposes the deficiencies of the 
secular nation-state model in many parts of the world, 
tribalism, ethnically and religious nationalism emerge as 
the most important identity forms that challenge and seek 
to provide an alternative to it. It may also need some 
redesigning in its own heartland along the North Atlantic 
rim, to judge by electoral results in 1993-1994 in the US , 
Canada and Western Europe, where conservatives, reli- 
gions rightists, and devolutkmaxy regionalists have all 
scored big gains. 

An increasing number of states around the world are 
unravelling in the face of common problems: the inability 
to accommodate powerful cultural factors such as e timidly, 
religion and tribalism; defidencies in meeting their peo- 
ple’s basic human needs (i.e. shelter, income, water, arable 
land, social services); severe economic, demographic and 
environmental stress; and the inability to assure the basic 
physical security of all dtizens, especially of minorities who 
ma y fear for their rights and survival. Since the end of the 
cold War five years ago,' numerous societies and entire 


■ 

“The governance crises and collapse 
of states that we witness in Europe , the 
Middle East, Asia and Africa are not a 
senseless, crazed, atavistic regression 
from sensible modern statehood to 
primitive tribal identities and warfare, 
as Western observers often suggest. 
They may reflect the messy transition 
from the failure of the modem state to 
something more appropriate and dur- 


able, an attempt by the sturdy people 
and the strong, old cultures of flimsy 
states to assure their survival through 
traditional forms of communal identi- 
ty, social configuration and national 
engineering . 99 


economic gains, and more acceptable in their Astribotion 

of political and military power. 

The intriguing question today is whether foe pattern of 
troubled ccmmumties in the South is now abo evident in 
southern precincts inside the North , «.e. some raner cities in 
the United States and England where basic health, 
education and income indicators, insecurity, gangsterism, 
gang cultures, sex trades, gambling, substance addiction 
and dysfunctional communities reflect a Tmrd W<add 
situation. Is it oossible that the voter revolt now simul- 
taneously sweeping Europe and North America 

is not an expression only of ideological discontent, but of 
foe structural weakness of foe secular state? Is it possible 
that frustrated and scared Western voters, like their Middle 
Eastern counterpans, seek comfort in older systems of 
religious and communal identity? 

The violence, social fragmentation, fears and rightist 
political backlash that define many sectors of society in Ok 
U nited States and Europe may signal a process of national 
structural transformation — a transformation that seeks to 
redress foe excesses of societies that worship individualism 
and materialism above all else. The rightist, often atavistic 
and nationalistic election trends in North America and 
Europe suggest that religion and tribalism may be making a 
comeback in those areas, if expressed in distinctly local, 
modern, industrial society forms. 

The West explicitly recognises and acts _ upon the 
phenomenon of tribalism and communal identities in the 
Middle East, e.g. Western policies towards the Kurds and 
Shiites in Iraq, foe Maronites in Lebanon, or the southern 
Sudanese. The West may now be expressing and accepting 
foe same phenomenon in its own societies. Throughout the 
industrialised West, ethnicity, politicised religion and 
regionalism are forcing reassessments of established politic- 
al structures and allegiances. 

The growth and politicisation of foe Christian right in the 
United States, and the rise of gangs, and the growing power 
of black Muslims in inner dty blade and Hispanic neich- 


aty black and Hispanic neigh- 
bourhoods are also signs of this phenomenon. Another 
may be the extraordinary growth of home — and 
neighbourhood-based private security systems m affluent. 
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mostly white, neighbourhoods in the United States, 


The predominant Western view sees tribalism, politi- 
cised religion and ethnic violence in the Middle East (and 
the former Soviet bloc) as causes of instability and state 
upheaval, when in fact the opposite may be foe truth: the 
modem secular nation-state, with its oligarchic and violent 
use of power against its own people, has failed badly, has 
caused tremendous suffering and despair, and has driven its 
people back to their religious and tribal identities. 

The governance crises and collapse of states that we 
witness in Europe, foe Middle East, Asia and Africa are 
not a senseless, crazed, atavistic regression from sensible 
modem statehood to primitive tribal identities and warfare, 
as Western observers often suggest. They may reflect foe 
messy tr ansi tion from the durable, an attempt by the sturdy 
people and foe strong, old cultures of flimsy states toassure 
their survival through traditional forms of communal 
identity, social .conjuration.. and national engineering. 


tens of billions of dollars are spent to assure the security 
that foe state is increasingly unable to provide. The growth 
of ethnicity and regionalism in. Western Europe arc 
manifestations of this same process. 
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Sober analysis of these trends, whether they occur in foe 
North or the South, would probably reveal that people in 


both areas are merely reacting to common stimuli. Both the 
US and the Middle East today are challenged by very 
similar ailments: widening domestic economic disparities 
and insensitivity of the rich to the poor; people reasserting 
old. historical,' ethnic and cultural claims against foe 
majority; religious and ethnic tensions; increased preva- 
lence and use of violence in society; growing numbers of 
people exhibiting deviant soda! behaviour (drugs, crime, 
sexual abuse); a populist political revolt by the majority; a 
revival of religious sentiments that often become politicised 
and sometimes violent; the inability of foe central state 
authority to respond to the rights, needs and aspirations of 
ail people; and, consequently, increased identification of 
large numbers of people with traditional forms of commun- 
al identity, such as ribafiSfoggangs, and religion. 
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Rabin’s conditions for PNA elections ‘negate the entire self-rule process’ 


By Michael Jansen 


NOBEL PEACE Prize 
laureate Yitzhak Rabin 
has, once again, put the 
entire Middle East peace 
process at risk. On Satur- 
day be said, in an interview 
in the daily Maariv, that be 
would be willing to with- 
draw foe Israeli army “for 
three days” from Palesti- 
nian population centres in 
the West Bank so that the 
Palestinian National Au- 
thority (PNA) could hold 
elections. 

This offer amounts to no- 
thing less than a flagrant 
violation of the Oslo accord 
which states in Article XHI 
that Israel should redeploy 
its military forces “not later 
than the eve of elections for 
foe (Palestinian) Council,” 
that this redeployment 
should be “outside popu- 
lated areas” and that this 
should be followed by 
“further redeployments to 
specified locations" as “re- 
sponsibility for public order 
and internal security" is 


assumed “by the Palesti- 
lice ft 


man police force.’ 

The aim of these elec- 
tions, according to foe Oslo 
“Declaration of Principles” 
is to provide foe means for 
“the Palestinian people in 
foe West Bank and Gaza 
Strip” to “govern them- 
selves” not to provide 


camouflage for foe Israelis 
to maintain the occupation 
of the 99 per cent of the 
West Bank they still con- 
trol. 

The “Palestinian Interim 
Self-Governing Authority,” 
or the “Council,” consti- 
tuted by these elections is 
meant to govern Palesti- 
nians living in Gaza and the 
West Bank where the 
Palestinian police, not the 
Israeli occupation army, is 
supposed to “ensure public 
order” for the elections and 
thereafter. 

The PNA’s election com- 
missioner, Dr. Saeb Ere- 
kat, brusquely dismissed 
Mr. Rabin’s offer but, 
under the pressure of public 
opinion to produce a quick 
fix which might restore his 
deteriorating credibility, 
PNA President Yasser Ara- 
fat might be compelled to 
consider elections under 
some sort of compr o mise 
arrangement which would 
provide for foe return of 
Israeli forces to Palestinian 
population centres after 
polling day. This would 
produce a Vichy style gov- 
ernment in foe still occu- 
pied territories and negate 
foe entire self-rule process. 
And it would destroy, Ara- 
fat and his appointed 
national authority. 

A Palestinian Council 
constituted under such con- 


ditions would have no man- 
date to rule because it 
would have no effective 
power. Its authority would 
be derived from Israel 
rather than the Palestinian 
people. Although such an 
election would be used to 
demonstrate to the interna- 
tional community that 
Israel was proceeding with 
the implementation of the 
Oslo accord, it would not 
suit foe Palestinians who 
would have to go on living 
under Israeli occupation. 

Thus, there would be no 
point in holding elections in 
the occupied territories 
under Mr. Rabin’s new con- 
dition. 

Two weeks ago Mr. 
Rabin made foe holding of 
elections conditional on the 
abrogation by the PNA of 
clauses in foe Palestinian 
covenant calling for the des- 
truction of Israel, clauses 
which had been effectively 
abolished by foe exchange 
of letters on Sept. 9-10, 
1993, proceeding foe sign- 
ing of the Oslo accord. 

Propelled into accepting 
foe Oslo accord by his fore- 
ign minister, Shimon Peres, 
and similarly-minded mem- 
bers of his coalition cabinet, 
Mr. Rabin has, ever since 
foe signing, done his best to 
undermine this ‘accord. 
First, by stalling over its 
implementation, then by 


reinterpreting its provisions 
to suit his political pur- 
poses. 

The plan for self-role en- 
visaged a 10-month timet- 
able, culminating in elec- 
tions for the council. Within 
three months the two sides 
were supposed to sign an 
agreement on Israeli with- 
drawal from Jericho and 
Gaza StriD: this did not 
happen until May 4, 1991. 
Military withdrawal was 
due to be completed within 
four months of this agree- 
ment; this took place at the 
end of May; if foe timetable 
agreed at the time of the 
signing of the accord had 
been adhered to the pull- 
oat from the Gaza and 
Jericho enclaves would 
have been completed be- 
fore April 13,. At the time 
that tins withdrawal was ex- 
ecuted the Palestinians 
were meant to assume con- 
trol over education and cul- 
ture, health and social wel- 
fare, direct taxation and 
tourism; authority in these, 
five spheres of endeavour is 
just now being transferred. 
And direct elections for the 
council were supposed to be 
held no later than nine 
months after the signing of 
Oslo, on July 13, after 
Israeli withdrawal from 
West Bank “population 
centres.” 

The timetable for imple- 


mentation has been strung 
ont to the extent that Israeli 
redeployment, the transfer 
of power and of the respon- 
sibility for public order 
have been confused so that 
there is no clear step-by- 
step process by which seif- 
rule is being instituted. This 
deliberate obfuscation of a 
clearly spelled out process 
has enabled the Israelis to 
ding to control well beyond 
foe agreed times for with- 
drawal and the transfer of 
portfolios. 

The Israelis have used 
the negotiations for imple- 
mentation to procrastinate 
and to rewrite the Oslo 
accord in such a way as to 
strip it of its authority and 
destroy foe credibility of 
foe self-rule process and of 
Mr. Arafat and his entour- 


age. 

Israel has also forced foe 
PLO to accept its inter- 
pretation of Article V of the 
Oslo accord which states 
that “permanent status 
negotiations” covering the 
crucial issues of Jerusalem 


refugees, settlements, etc. 


refugees, 

“Will commence as soon as 
possible, but not later than 
foe beginning of foe third 
year of the interim period.” 
Thus, Dr. Nabil Shaath re- 
cently admitted that the 
Palestinians had allowed 
Israel to postpone these 
negotiations until the very 


last moment, that is May 
1996. Further postpone- 
ment would probably have 
to take place, however, be- g. 
cause it is likely that Israel, 
at this time, will be engaged 
in an election campaign. 

Another provision of the 
Oslo accord Israel has con- 
sistently violated is Article 
IV which says that the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip should 
be regarded as a “single 
territorial unit, whose in- 
tegrity will be preserved 
during the interim period.” 
Mr. Rabin's government 
has disregarded this provi- 
sion by continuing to build 
and enlarge settlements, 
constructing roads which 
transform the character of 
these territories and rein- 
forcing its military presence 
in these areas. 

Little wonder that 
Damascus, which continues 
to insist that Israel make a 
formal commitment to full 
withdrawal from the occu- 
pied Golan, does not trust 
Mr. Rabin. For the Palesti- 
nian experience with this 
still hardline general has 
shown that be is a man who . 
is not in foe habit of hon- 
ouring his commitments, 
even those signed, sealed 
and delivered. The Palesti- 
nians' unhappy experience 
should serve as a warning to 
all those who would sign 
deals with Israel. 
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Sudan’s human rights situation worsening, U^N. report says 
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By Judy Aita 


UNITED NATIONS — 
“Grave and widespread 
violations of human rights by 
government agents, as well as 
abuses by members of diffe- 
rent Sudan People's Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA) factions" 
are increasing in Sudan, says 
U.N. Human Rights Com- 
mission special rapporteur 
Gaspar Biro. 

In a report now under dis- 
cussion in the U.N. General 
Assembly's Third Commit- 
tee, Mr. Biro says that 
“women and children con- 
tinue to be among the most 
vulnerable groups targetted 
deliberately by agents acting 
for, and in the name of. the 
government of the Sudan.” 

Because the plight of 
women and children in Sudan 
is “so alarming.” Mr. Biro 
says, he will dedicate con- 
siderable attention to them in 
his next report to the Human 


Rights Commission in Febru- 
ary 1995. Also calling atten- 
tion to the plight of students, 
he says they are “more and 
more becoming victims of 
repression by the security and 
police forces” in Sudan. 

In the 25-page report. Mr. 
Biro expresses concern about 
the continuing human rights 
violations in Sudan and dis- 
cusses in detail violations, de- 
tentions without due process, 
abductions, torture and 
forced displacement of civi- 
lians. 

Mr. Biro visited Sudan last 
year, but the Sudanese gov- 
ernment ignored his request 
to visit this year; he prepared 
his report after travelling in 
the region and conferring 
with refugees, representa- 
tives of U.N. and humanita- 
rian aid agencies that operate 
in southern Sudan, and 
Sudanese citizens outside the 
countty. 

Citing his concern about 


the continuing reports of sys- 
tematic arrest of students, 
Mr. Biro notes that during 
visits to Khartoum in 
September and December 
1993 he collected testimony 
concerning the harsh repres- 
sion carried out by the secur- 
ity forces in university centres 
in Khartoum and elsewhere. 
“This practice continued un- 
abated despite international 
protests.” he says. 

Mr. Biro reports that un- 
vereity students in northern 
Sudan “constitute an espe- 
cially vulnerable group which 
must be given more consid- 
eration by foe international 
community than it has re- ^ 
ceived to date," 

Calling for “continued and 
intensified monitoring,” Mr. 
Biro says he is “very dis- 
appointed by foe fact that he 
cannot report any improve- 
ment of the situation of hu- 
man rights in foe Sudan; to- 


tbc contrar*. nil the facts 


demonstrated that in specific 
zones of southern Sudan, 
such as Bahir AI Ghazal or 
certain areas in western and 
eastern Equatoria. the situa- 
tion has deteriorated owing 
to intensified and regular 
bombardment of civilian 
targets by the government.’* 

The 10-year old civil war in 
the south between the gov- 
ernment and the Sudan Peo- 
ple's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) has caused famine 
and forced millions to leave 
their homes. 

“In foe war-affected areas 
there continue to be serious 
violations and abuses com- 
mitted by agents of the gov- 
ernment of Sudan and by 
members of the different 
SPLA factions against the 
civilian population; summary 
execution, torture, rape, kid- 
napping, looting of goods and 
burning of houses are some of 

alteM „ ■£ jm* ( tm ■« ^ • 
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rian law that have occurred 


during the past year," Mr. Biro 
reports. Incidents of particu- 
lar concern include indiscri- 
minate aerial bombing of 
civilians by the government, 
the use of children as soldiers 
by all parties, the continued 
interference by all panics in 
the distribution of humanita- 
rian aid and the increasing 
use of land mines. 

Mr- Biro says hundreds of 
citizens accused of cooperat- 
ing with the SPLA reportedly 
have been killed by Sudanese 
security, army, and paramil- 
itary units. 

. “A particularly alarming 
situation has developed con** 
ceding cases of disappear- 
ances in towns of southern 
Sudan controlled by the gov- 

er ?.S2 n .V” lhe re P°rc says. 
While cases concerning 
Locally or nationally well- 
known personalities or local 
workers of foreign humanita- 
rian agencies are well 
documented and widelv 


publicised, the special rap- 
porteur received information 
during his recent mission on 
the enforced disappearances 
of average citizens who do 
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not receive the same degree 
of publicity.” 


Mr. Biro says he continual- 
ly receives reports of arbit- 
ra .j£ arrest and detention 
without due process of law. 
Journalists, trade unionists, 
awyers, students and prom- 

JJS5 ^,® ure sof the banned 
political parties were among 

those who were subjected to 
arbitrary arrest and detention - 
without due process of law," 
he writes. 

Discussing individual cases 
S™ 1 *?- *P«h» rappor- 

th ° t th0SC WHUICd 

senin? ed 3 un *onist, a 
member of the Demo- 
cratic Unionist Party, four-* 

Mlniw a £ d former Prime*' 
? 5 adlc » A1 Mahdi. 
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Short - Empire flying boat. “Challenger” 
Taxying on Sea of Galilee 
Mid 1 930‘s 


75 YEARS OF FLYING HIGH - Back in 

the “string and canvas” days of flight shortly after 
the armistice, a de Havflland DH4A aircraft took off 
one summer morning from an airfield on what is 
today the outskirts of Heathrow Airport, bound for 
Le Bourget, Paris. There was Just one p««M«gw on 
board — a reporter from die Evening Standard 
newspaper, G.M. Stevenson-Reece — and a cargo 
comprising a brace of grouse, London n ew sp apers 
and Devonshire cream. The pilot, E.H. “BUI” Law- 
ford, took two and a half boors to mmplete the 
crossing in the single propedor, string and canvas 

biplane. It was truly a flight that maJ«» history 

launching an industry that we today take for granted. 
For that was the world’s first daily international 
scheduled air service. And It took place 75 years ago. 
The service was operated by a company called 
Aircraft Transport and Travel Ltd, which has evolved 
through a nnmber of different names, mergers and 
ownership changes into today’s British Airways. So 
1994 marks the 75th anniversary of inte rnational air 
travel. The Near East was to feature early on in the 
company’s operations. In 1931 there were weekly man 
flights to Cairo, and its flying hnafc — Short Kw»k 
and Calcnttas — used to land on the NBe. They would 
then proceed, via various transit points, to India — 
then part of the British Empire — and land at 
Karachi. There were also services into Alexandria, 
Gaza, Tiberias and Haifa. That initial London-Paris 
route remains the world’s busiest inter national route. 



The Three Short Kent Flying Boats 
“Scipio”, “Sylvan us" and “Satyrus” 

Moored in Alexandria Harbour. 

Each aircraft carried 15 passengers and cruised at 105 MPH 
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The first Jordanian tourist group to arrive in Israel are 
greeted at the Arava border crossing by Eilat Mayor Gabi 
Kadosh (right) who is holding a torch-light, used during the 
Jewish “Hanukka" festival (AFP photo) 


Students visit Haifa 

(Continued from page 1) 


only to third country nation- 
als. 

Hundreds of Israeli tour- 
ists have already visited Jor- 
dan since border crossings 
opened two weeks ago. The 
open borders are part of the 
peace treaty signed Oct. 26 in 
the presence of U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton. 

Jordanian tour operators 
have complained that Israel is 
slow in issuing visas for 
Jordanians. 

Hannkkah in Cairo 

In Cairo, members of 
Egypt's small Jewish com- 
munity celebrated Hanukkah 
i with 13 Hasidic rabbis who 
came from Israel especially to 
mark the holiday. 

The service was at the 8b- 
year-old main synagogue 
downtown under tight secur- 
ity. including police with 
assault guns outside and 
plainclothes police seated in 
, 'the congregation. Israeli di- 
plomats, headed by Ambas- 
'4 sador David Sultan, also 
attended. 

Yosef Hecht. chief Rabbi 
of Eilat, said his group also 
was celebrating the reading 
of a chapter of a book written 


by the Jewish philosopher 
Maimonides, also known as 
Moses Ben Maimon, who 
lived in Egypt in the 13th 
centuiy. 

Most Egyptian Jews- who 
attended were elderly 
women, remnants of the 
70,000 Jews who lived in 
Egypt until the establishment 
of Israel in 1948. An Israeli 
embassy spokesman said ab- 
out 100-150 Jews remain in 
Egypt. 

Mr. Sultan joined the rab- 
bis and Egyptian Jews in 
dancing to celebrate the occa- 
sion. Later they lit the candle 
for the third day of the eight- 
day feast. 

“We are here to celebrate 
with the Jewish community in 
Egypt this important occa- 
sion," said Rabbi Hechi. He 
added that he felt safe in 
Egypt “with all the protec- 
tion the police is providing 
us.” 

The head of the Jewish 
community. Emile Russeau, 
produced laughter when he 
thanked “our dear Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat for all 
the care he is giving us." He 
quickly realised his error and 
added. “Sorry, President 
Hosni Mubarak." 


Hamas not to down arms 

(Continued from page 1) 
released attackers 


The papers were 
four hours later. 

Meanwhile hundreds of 
Jewish settlers on Monday 
burled a rabbi killed in an 
attack by militants. One lead- 
er was reported as calling for 
revenge. 

In Sunday’s attack, gunfire 
killed Ami Olami, 35, of 
Otniel, a windswept moun- 
taintop settlement several 
kilometres from Hebron, 
where tensions have been 
high since the massacre of 30 
Palestinian worshippers by a 
settler in February. 

Israeli sources said the 
came from a passing 
- --.tying at least two men. 
or from tiie side of the road. 
The rabbi’s car drove off the 
road and flipped over. 

Olami was a spiritual lead- 
er at Otniel, a settlement 
founded 10 years ago with 
.A about 50 families. 

A policeman riding with 
| him Was shot in the back of 
Ike head, but managed to get 
Out of the rsr ami fire at the 


dudWKcia. settlers said. He 
was hospitalised in fair condi- 
tion. 

An anonymous caller to 
Israel radio who said he was 
from Hamas claimed respon- 
sibility for the shooting. 

About 600 mourners from 
Otniel and neighbouring set- 
tlements attended Olami’ s 
funeral in a drizzling ram 
Monday. Olami’s grave was 
the first being dug at Otniel, 
settlers said. 

Zvi Katsover, head of the 
Kiryat Aiba settlement next 
to Hebron, 



asserted to Israeli 
newspapers that violence 
would increase if Israel 
moved ahead with plans to 
withdraw soldiers from West 
Bank cities to give Palesti- 
nians autonomy. 

“There will be a two-sided 
massacre. Under no cir- 
cumstances we will agree to 
be sitting ducks. We have to 
respond,” Mr. Katsover said, 
according to the Maariv dai- 


Corruption seen killing reform in Russia 


By Vanora Bennett 

Reuter 


MOSCOW — Yuri Boldyrev 
has seen something rotten in 
the state of Russia. 

Eighteeen months after he 
was sacked as the post-Soviet 
nation’s chief corruption bus- 
ter, this liberal parliamenta- 
rian has a dark vision of the 
ills Russia’s leaders have 
brought upon their country 
through their greed and lust 
for unlimited power. 

“The root of the problem is 
the policy of all our current 
executive leaders, including 
tiie head of state and his 
backers, of concentrating in 
their own hands absolutely 
uncontrolled power, alleged- 
ly for the sake of reform,” he 
said. 

“It’s already becoming ob- 
vious that this much power is 
turning — inevitably — into 
mafia rule.” 

For the first time in over a 
year, corruption has returned 
to the top of the Russian 
political agenda. A series of 
recent scandals over graft in 
the army has sbocked_ the 
nation. 

The last time so much pub- 
lic attention was focussed on 


the probity of Russia’s minis- 
ters was in tiie summer of 
1993. 

Then, leaders of both right 
and left accused each other of 
dipping hands into the gov- 
ernment till and published 
detailed documents proving 
how, as part of a growing 
battle for power. 

Those scandals were wiped 
out of public memory by 
what followed — which Mr. 
Boldyrev believes is the de- 
fining moment of new Rus- 
sia’s short history. 

In October 1993, President 
Boris Yeltsin, faring rebel- 
lion by a parliament which 
accused him of breaking tiie 
law, ordered his defence 
minister to bombard the 
legislature with tanks. The 
ghosts of the 147 victims still 
haunt Russia, Mr. Boldyrev 
believes. 

“Shooting down one’s own 
parliament doesn’t happen 
every day or in every coun- 
try,” he told Reuters. 

He blames the radical re- 
formers in power before that, 
under jjxo- western economic 
supremo Yegor Gaidar, for 
creating the ritmate of vice 
and confrontation which led 
to the killings. 

Mr. Gaidar’s men’s insist- 


ence on instant capitalism, in 
the first post-Soviet days of 
1992, meant they had to con- 
done theft from the state so 
that the capital to fuel it 
could be amassed. 

“The only locomotive for 
that was theft on a grand 
scale.” 


Not only did the reformist 
governments condone cor- 
ruption, they dabbled in it 
themselves while the presi- 
dent turned a blind eye. Mr. 
Boldyrev says his own cor- 
ruption checks into Mr. Yelt- 
sin’S reformist allies were re- 
peatedly stopped from 
above. 

“Fm not talking about a 
series of mishaps, or short- 
comings, or pro c rastination, 
but a completely conscious 
policy,” said Mr. Boldyrev, 
33, who was head of Mr. 
Yeltsin’s anti-corruption 
presidential control unit for a 
year. 

Mr. Boldyrev says the ‘vul- 
gar liberals” of Mr. Gaidar’s 
Russia’s choice, now waiting 
in the wings to return to 
power, are using the same 
no-bolds-baned tactics to de- 
flect popular attention from 
their own role in the 1993 
bloodshed and win back sup- 


port. 

The latest corruption scan- 
dals are no more than an 
attempt by the guilty to pm 
all the public blame for last 
year’s fighting on Defence 
Minister Pavel Grachev and 
Mr. Yeltsin. 

“It goes without saying 
that the is an attempt to 
focus people’s attention ex- 
clusively on the narrow prob- 
lems of the army. It coincides 
with the wish to get rid of 
Grachev..." 

“Mainly it’s the repre- 
sentatives of Russia's choice. 
I think they will soon not only 
distance themselves from 
Grachev bat also the presi- 
dent TheyTl try to pass off 
on these two the blame for, 
among other things, shooting 
down the parliament** 

While the army is being 
purged of malcontents, Mr. 
Gaidar's men are quietly 
strengthening their position. 
Mr. Boldyrev targeted 
Anatoly Chubais, ex- 
privatisation minister who 
became first deputy prime 
minister this month, for par- 
ticular criticism. - " 

Mr. Chubais’ privatisation 
agency, Goskomimushestvo, 
has carried out the biggest 


transfer ever of property 
from state hands since 1992, 
using a system of vouchers to 
enable every Russian citizen 
to buy a piece of his nation’s 
assets at auction. 

The showcase of radical 
economic reform, it has been 
much admired by interna- 
tional financial organisations. 
But Mr. Boldyrev said the 
very system by which it was 
run lent itself to abuse be- 
cause there was no accounta- 
bility. 

Mr. Chubais became priva- 
tisation minister at the same 
time Mr. Boldyrev was 
appointed a Yeltsin aide. Mr. 
Boldyrev, an ex-electrical en- 
gineer with an economics de- 
gree, moved into politics as 
an anti-communist in the 
Soviet elections of 1989. 

But the friendship waned 
after Mr. Boldyrev turned bis 
attention to the business of 
his fellow-liberals. . 

Mi. Boldyiev's biggest 
political interest has always 
been tracking down graft. He 
helped draft the ‘first Soviet 
corruption -law, shortly be- 
fore. .the superpower -col- 


lapsed. 

Now 


low a leader of the liberal 
Yabloko Party — which com- 


E etes with Russia's choice — 
e knows plenty about army 
corruption. 

He wrote a 1992 report 
detailing the off-duty com- 
mercial activities of generals 
in the Russian army then in 
Germany. He recommended 
five be stripped of their rank 
for graft. 

But, although he handed 
his findings personally to Mr. 
Yeltsin, nothing was done 
except to “organise away” 
Mr. Boldyrev's job. 

The report only surfaced 
again after a young reporter 
on the same trail was blown 
to pieces by a bomb last 
month. 

Amidst public uproar and 
growing suspicion that Dmit- 
ry Kholodov’s killing had 
been ordered by the Defence 
Ministry, Mr. Yeltsin finally 
sacked the former head of the 
army in Germany, Matvei 
Burlakov, from his new job 
as deputy defence minister. 

But Mr. Boldyrev isn’t 
pleased that justice has been 
done at_ last. “It's obvioojs to 
me thjuijijs .is aD a gagjeJlt’s 
obvious that there's dp'njore 
corruption m the army than 
in any other organ of state 
power," he said gloomily. 


B attle of bootleggers fought across channel 


By Paul M^jencBe 

Renter 

DOVER, England — In the 
French port of Calais, Lon- 
doner Dave West runs a 
multi-million pound business 
for the “booze cruise” boo- 
tleggers of Britain. 

Across the English Channel 
in the British port of Dover, 
customs chief Steve Clement 
tries to stem the tide of cheap 
beer and wine being smug- 
gled over in hundreds of tran- 
sit vans. 

. Both will be listening 
attentively to what Finance 
Minister Kenneth Clarke 
might do in his Nov. 29 
budget to redress the huge 
gap between European and 
British drink tax levels. 

With the newly-opened 
Channel Tunnel now vying 
with ferries for traffic, the 
British drinks trade says it is 


losing one bfllion pounds 
(SI .5 billion) a year to im- 
ported drink. 

Britain’s Wines and Spirits 
Federation says almost 10 per 
cent of turnover is made up 
of cross-channel purchases. 

Brewers claim tiie bootleg- 
gers, who make op to 1,000 
pounds (11,500) a trip by 
selling their cheap imports 
illegally to British drinkers, 
are threatening the' tradition- 
al British pub. 

Mr. West, who used to sell 
fruit and vegetables from a 
market barrow, scoffs at the 
complaints and says be is 
stopping bootleggers turning 
into muggers. 

In a war of words fought 
across the water, customs 
officer Clement says Mr. 
West is an entrepreneur with- 
out a conscience who robs 
British taxpayers. 

The stakes are high for Mr. 


West He set up Eastenders 
in France six years ago, had a 
turnover of 14 million pounds 
($21 million) last year at his 
Calais warehouses and ex- 
pects to boost that by 10 per 
cent this year. 

“We seB 50 milli on pints of 
beer a year and about half a 
million litres of wine,” he 
told Reuters at one of his two 
Calais warehouses. The thriv- 
ing port has up to 11 mfilion 
British visitors a year. 

He admits to targeting the 
bootlegger and not just the 
daytripper taking wine and 
beer home for his or her 
personal consumption. This 
is allowed under much ex- 
panded limits since the Euro- 
- pean Union lowered trade 
barriers in 1993. 

“I purposefully try to serve 
bootleggers. Ninety per cent 
of my business is bootleggers. 
I see it as a justifiable cause,” 


said Mr. West, sporting a fine 
pot belly under his “Easton- 
ders vinocalapso” T-shirt. 

“Many of my customers 
would be out on the street 
mugging someone if they we- 
ren’t doing this,” he argued. 
“I am breaking no laws. I am 
not my brother’s keeper. 
None of my customers has 
Swiss bank accounts.” 

Mr. West mocks the Brit- 
ish brewers for having fiat 
profits and for canvassing 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
(finance minister) Clarke to 
lower taxes. 

“They have been huffing 
and puffing and they cannot 
blow the chancellor down. 
The belly-aching beer barons 
have had a stranglehold on 
the trade for 200 years.” 

The government has con- 
sistently refused to cot alco- 
hol duties which are far hi gh- 
er than those in France, 


arguing that could cost the 
state six bfllion pounds ($9 
billion) a year. 

Mr. West reasons that the 
money saved on duty by the 
bootleggers is pumped back 
into the British economy. “I 
think it brings Britain out of 
the recession,” said the cock- 
ney who claimed “customs 
just see me as a likeable 
rogue.” 

That was not quite the 
viewpoint over in Dover. 

“Would we look on hhn as 
a likeable villain? No, we 
wouldn’t,” said Mr. Clement. 
“He has found a loophole 
and is exposing it to the nth 
degree. But he is not break- 
ing the law. “He is profiting 
at the expense of legitimate 
trade in Britain. What about 
the small tobacconist and the 
local pub? He and Ins like 
contribute to their closing. 
He has no conscience." 


British customs, who ha 
a team of 250 officers true 
ing bootleggers around t 
country, have sweeping pb 
ers that are stronger th 
those of the police. 

“If I arrest you at Efa 
docks, I can go to your hdr 
and your business and ajt 
where you have been,” H 
Clement said. I 

More than 1,000 peof 
have phoned a confident 
hotline set up for anonymo 
tip-offs. Mr. Clement’s 4 
strong Dover team ha 1 
made 700 detections sin 
April and expect to top 1,1 
by the end of the finano 
year. » 

Seizures abound but wfa 
about convictions? “We^ 
had one jailed for 15 monti 
another for nine and maybe 
dozen 



am an 

the law,” Mr. Clement sa 


Arafat upbeat on elections 


(Continued from page 1) 


Hi 


dent of the European Union. 

Mr. Peres also met with 
British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd, his French 
counterpart Alain Juppe and 
the EU’s commissioner with 
responsibility for the Middle 
East, Manuel Marin. 

Officials from donor coun- 
tries are to meet here on 
Tuesday and Wednesday to 
discuss aid to the Palestinian 
territories. 

The Palestinians say they 
have received only 5100 mil- 
lion of the 5700 million prom- 
ised to the Palestinian Au- 
thority in 1994. 

The delays in delivering 
the promised aid have aggra- 
vated the economic crisis in 
the Palestinian territories and 
contributed to the growih in 
support for the Islamic 
Hamas movement. 

The Israeli government is 
going “too quickly” in nego- 
tiations with the PLO. ruling 
Labour Party Secretary- 
General Nissim Zvilli warned 
in an interview published 
Monday. 

“If we have got it wrong 
and have gone too quickly in 
reaching the agreements we 
have to admit it without 
shame,” Mr. Zvilli told the 
Haaretz newspaper. 

“The Israeli people are not 
ready to take the same risks 


as the government is to push 
forward the peace process,” 
he said. 

“The breakthrough with 
the PLO has run into difficul- 
ties and the government has 
no answer,” admitted Mr. 
Zvilli, who is considered a 
Labour “dove.” 

“We cannot deny the facts: 
twice as many Israelis died in 
terror attacks during 1994 as 
during the year preceding the 
signing of the agreement-*' 

Mr. Zvilli said Israel 
should now seek a permanent 
settlement with the Palesti- 
nians and leapfrog over the 
scheduled five-year auton- 
omy period or “slow down 
noticeably the pace of nego- 
tiations.” 

“If we reach the conclusion 
that Yasser Arafat cannot be 
trusted, we have to tell peo- 
ple the Palestinians are not 
ready to go on and halt the 
completion of the Gaza and 
Jericho agreement.” 

After general elections in 
1996, Israel should then re- 
view the situation, Mr. Zvilli 
explained. 

Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders have asked Sweden to 
help draw up a plan for eas- 
ing tensions in Gaza and the 
West Bank, a news report 
said. 

The Dagens Nyherer news- 


paper quoted an unidentified 
Swedish foreign ministry offi- 
cial as saying tiie government 
would present “a concrete 
plan... for immediate im- 
provements of conditions in 
refugee ghettos in Gaza and 
the West Bank” at the meet- 
ing. 

The report said Sten 
Anderson, a former foreign 
minister, had been asked to 


help negotiate the plan. 

Uri Gutman, a spokesman 
for the Israeli embassy in 
Stockholm, confirmed that 
Mr. Peres and Mr. Arafat 
would meet for one day on 
Dec. 12 in the Swedish capit- 
al. 

Mr. Gutman said that 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin would not be 
attending. 


’Ain A1 Hilweh fear eases 


(Continued from page D 

dissidents joined the battles. 

Chief of Fateh intelligence 
in the camp Lt.-Coi. Kamal 
Midhat and loyalist guerrillas 
seized six Fateh posts but 
Col. Shayeb retook them af- 
ter day-long fighting. 

Although! a military show- 
down seemed to have been 
averted, ‘Ain A1 Hilweh re- 
mained shuttered. Schools, 
shops, restaurants, cafes and 
businesses were closed in 
apparent fear of a new round 
of hostilities. 

Col. Maqdah, who has 
been backed in Fridays con- 
frontation by fighters from 
the Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
i, kept his 300 guerril- 
on alert in the southern 



part of the camp. 

‘Ain A1 Hilweh is the 
largest among the 12 refugees 
camps that bouse most of the 
400,000 Palestinians living in 
Lebanon. 

Lebanese police have de- 
scribed Friday’s dashes as the 
worst in Lebanon since the 
PLO signed the self-rule 
accord with Israel Sept. 13, 
1993. 

President Elias Hrawri 
warned the warring factions 
Saturday that the govern- 
ment would send its army 
into ’Ain A1 Hihveh to quell 
any renewal of the fighting. 

There was no sign Monday 
that Lebanese army troops, 
who had deployed at the six 
entrances to the camp, were 
preparing to intervene. 


EU lifts embargo on Syria 


i 


(Continued from page 1) 

a 

consider lifting the ban be- 
cause Damascus had yet to 
sign a peace treaty with Israel 
and was refusing to hold 
direct negotiations, prefering 
U.S. mediation. 

Syrian state radio said 
Monday, U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Chiitopher will 
begin a new Middle East tour 
next week aimed at reviving 
the stalled Israeli-Syrian 
peace talks. 

“The United States is de- 
termined to continue its 
efforts by sending Secretary 
■of State Warren Christopher 
on a new tour aimed at re- 
launching (negotiations) on 
the Syrian-lsraeli track,” the 
radio said. 

It called on Washington to 
“state in public” the reasons 
for the lack of progress on the 
Israeli-Syrian track. 

“The U.S. administration 
knows the real position and 
knows very well which of the 
two parties is working for 
peace,” the radio said. 

Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel of Germany, which 
holds the rotating European 
presidency, has accused 
Israel of snubbing the EU in 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess, a newspaper reported 
Monday. 

Mr. Kinkel voiced his an- 
ger to Israeli Ambassador 


Avi Primor in Bonn on Fri- 
day, the Israeli Haaretz daily 
said. i 

The minister complained 
he was not asked to make] a 
speech at the Oct. 26 cere- 
mony to sign the Israel- 
Jordan peace treaty or ev^n 
to sit alongside the leadeijs. 

“It is not a question of an 
insult to me or to Germany 
but to all Europeans," tfte 
Haaretz quoted him 4 s 
saying. ' 

Mr. Kinkel charged dipt 
Israel had taken a similar 
attitude during the Middle* 
East economic summit in the 
Moroccan dty of Casablanca 
at the end of October. ! 

“You never stop asking tis 
for aid,” he reportedly said- 
“We, the Europeans, ai|e 
providing most of the finance 
for the peace process and thie 
Palestinain Authority, bijt 
you never stop humitiatinjg 
us." | 

Mr. Kinkel allegedly 
threatened “to provoke a cri- 
sis if you don’t learn to work 
with us,” Haaretz reported 
“Even (Russian Foreign 
Minister) Andrei KozyreV 
made a speech at the cere- 
mony. He is ray friend, but 
what has he done for the 
Middle East? The few rubles 
he has, he owes them to us.’? 

Mr. Peres is scheduled U) 
meet Mr. Kinkel next week 
in Budapest to try to placate 
the German, Haaretz added. 








1 


_ •* 


1 


I 


< 


[ 


t 

■ 

! . 
;* 
I; - 

,1 

% 




I 


I 

■ 

■ 

- n 


- -■ 


• ■» 


- > 


/. 


> 


r. 


* ,■ 
»b .■ 

S 


* 

' -t 








■ v> 



conomy 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1994 



New Saudi development 


plan sets radical priorities 


DUBAI (R) — Cash-strap- 
ped Saudi Arabia has drawn 
up a five-year plan that 
slashes pubh'c spending, les- 
sens dependence on oil and 
promotes the private sector 
in an economy that has so far 
been largely state-driven. 

The government pledges to 
balance revenues and expedi- 
ture and largely eliminate 
subsidies during the entire 
1995-2000 plan period after 
more than a decade of deficit 
financing. 

The economic priorities 
are outlined in a draft of the 
new five-year plan, a copy of 
which was obtained by Reu- 
ters. 

The plan does not set 
financial targets and must be 
approved by King Fahd be- 
fore it comes into effect on 
Jan. 1. 

It says the priorities are: 

— “To rationalise govern- 
ment expenditure and make 
the national economy more 
dependent on private sector 
activities...” 

— “To adopt a fiscal policy 
which allows the level of ex- 
penditure to be commensu- 
rate with government re- 
(hiring the entire sixth 


development plan period." 

— “To reduce dependence 
on the production and export 
of crude oil as the main 
source of national income.” 

Diplomats in the kingdom 
say senior Saudi officials have 
told them that the govern- 
ment is confident it will 
achieve at least 17 per cent of 
its budgeted spending cut for 
1994 and plans further fiscal 
cuts for 1995. 

Saudi Arabia had 
announced a 20 per cent cut 
in its 1994 budget to $42.67 
billion to absorb a sharp drop 
in oil prices and tackle de- 
ficits that have plagued its 
finances for years. 

After spending over $50 
billion to help finance the 
1990-91 allied war effort to 
liberate Kuwait from Iraqi 
occupation, Riyadh is facing 
its worst cash-flow problem 
in decades. 

But the diplomats and eco- 
nomists say that with proper 
controls on spending, the 
world’s biggest oil producer 
and exporter would stifl have 
a strong vibrant economy. 

The diplomats said the new 
budget will also introduce a 
series of tariffs on utilities 
that have so far been heavily 


subsidised — a major step 
that reflects the government’s 
determination to risk taking 
unpopular decisions neces- 
sary to rein-in spending. 

The draft plan says the 
government should “reduce 
production costs of public 
services and utilities” and 
“rationalise the system of 
direct and indirect subsidies 
provided by the state on 
many goods and services... 
with jeopardising the status 
of low income strata of the 
society.” 

“...Prices of such services 
should not be less than their 
production costs except in 
rare cases and with the provi- 
sion that they should be 
periodically reviewed,” it 
says. 

Saudi Arabia has already 
started slashing subsidies to 
formers and looks set to in- 
crease prices for a range of 
ntflhies born power and wa- 
ter to phone charges. 

Saudi King Fahd this year 
spoke of plans to privatise 
some state-owned agencies 
but economists say the pro- 
cess is likely to be lengthy 
and gradual as some of the 
companies are not run on 
economic basis. 



Par tic ip a nts during the opening session of the workshop on “Women and Credit” which 
opened in Amman Monday (Petra photo) 


Chinese economist criticises 


crackdown on state-asset sales 


BELTING (AFP) — A senior 
Chinese economist has criti- 
cised the government’s full- 
scale offensive against the 
sale of state assets, warning 
that it would starve the aifing 
state sector of badly needed 
foreign funds. 

In a blunt speech to an 
economic symposium, the 
director of the State Council 


value of 150,000 state-owned 
firms in a bid to counter 
further bargain sell-offs. 

However. Mr. Sun 
appeared to lake issue with 
Mr. Zhu’s contention that the 


that the government had 
overreacted in its bid to 
damp down on local author- 
ities seBing off stale land and 
equipment to foreign firms at 


“It is inap p rop riate to ne- 
gate the use of foreign funds 
to upgrade existing state-run 
c omp a nie s just became a few 


short- term interests in 
cooperating with overseas 
firms.” Mr. Sun was quoted 


Mr. Son's remarks came 
after China's vice premier in 
charge of the economy. Zhu 
Rongji, launched a major 
offensive on state asset sales, 
saying they were draining 
“the lifeblood of the state 
and threatening the very ex- 
istence of socialism.” 

Cheap sales of state assets 
in the past decade are esti- 
mated to have cost China 
some $60 billion, and the 
government recently began a 
nationwide campaign to 
accurately assess the asset 


contradicted the socialist 
principle of public ownership 
and the protection of state 
property rights and interests. 

“It s wrong to oppose the 
purchase of stale assets by 
foreign firms as a privatisa- 
tion measure.” Mr. Sun said, 
pointing out that foreign 
capital has became a major 
source of income for econo- 
mic growth and an important 
factor for promoting tech- 
nological growth m China. 

The use of foreign funds by 
state-run firms to upgrade 
operations is a means of solv- 
ing the sector’s capital shor- 
tage and of bringing in soph- 
isticated technology and 
managerialexperlise, he said. 

The main problem from 
the government point of view 
is that many local authorities 
use the proceeds from state 
property transfers to balance 
budget deficits or for specula- 
tive investments, ignoring 
central directives to channel 
the money into medium-sized 
state. 

Meanwhile, the China Dai- 
ly Business Weekly said that 
at least 36 loss-making state 
firms in 18 Chinese cities are 
to go bankrupt before the' 
end of the year under a pilot 
project to phase out no- 


bopers. 

The firms are among 156 
enterprises slated to be shut 
down under the project, 
l au nched in August, in cities 
that indude Wuhan. Qing- 
dao. Tianjin. Chengdu. 
Chongqing and Harbin. 

The China Daily said the 
156 <fid not include 52 enter- 
prises in the cities that have 
already gone under, adding 
that 40 more — with assets of 
4.29 billion yuan ($500 mil- 
lion) and debts of 4.58 billion 
yuan — had now filed for 
bankruptcy. 

The report quoted officials 
as saying that “two or three" 
firms in each dty would go 
bankrupt by the end of the 
year, adding that many of 
them were textile mills sac£ 
died with heavy debts. 

Although some two thirds 
of Chinese state enterprises 
are in the red. government 
fears of social instability cre- 
ated by massive unemploy- 
ment have prevented more 
than a handful from being 
allowed to fold since Beijing 
passed a bankruptcy law. 

The report said that banks 
were also opposed to closing 
down enterprises because 
they would have to write off 
the massive policy loans that 
have subsidised the loss- 
makers for years. 

About 20 per cent of bank 
loans to enterprises have so 
far gone bad, while reserves 
for problem accounts stand at 
only one per cent. 


Workshop seek effective role 


for women in credit markets 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A global work- 
shop on “Women and Cre- 
dit” will try to tackle the 
inequality between women 
and men in competing for 
loans and jobs in developing 
countries. 

“I think that the success of 
small women’s business is 
now one of the important 
challenges facing the de- 
velopment of nations in Asia, 
Africa, Larin America, and 
also in the Middle East," said 
Planning Minister Hisham 
Khatib. 


“No doubt women in de- 
veloping countries do not 
have yet an equal opportun- 
ity to compete with men in 
production and in the job 
market,” he added. 

Dr. Khatib, who deputised 
for Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Basina, said that women, 
particularly in the labour 
force in most Arab nations, 
do not exceed 10 per cent. 

He said that this was due to 
obsolete thinking and out- 
dated traditions in many 
cases, and to lack of educa- 
tin, lack of funds, shortage of 
entrepreneurial skills 'and 
also marketing opportunities. 

* X » ■«*- i a - 

In Jordan, Dr.'Khalib said, 
women now have equal- ac- 
cess to education, including 
higher education, as men. 
“It’s a waste of resources if 
this talent is not utilised in 
productive facilities," Dr. 
Khatib told more than 40 
managers and national coor- 
dinators of micro-enterprise^ 
development projects from 
28 devel r. countries at 
Jordan Inter. Continental 
Hotel Monday. 

“W men’s participation in 
the production sector is not 
only needed to enhance the 
workforce and increase the 
output and national income 
but it also enhances family 
income, women’s self asser- 
tion and also the female's 
attitude at home and in the 


society." he added. 

The five-dav workshop, 
which is organised by the 
Unired Nations Development 
Fund for Women (UNIFEM) 
and co-sponsored by the 
Ministry of Planning, aims at 
promoting cross regional ex- 
change of experience be- 
tween countries in credit and 
micro-enterprise develop- 
ment for women; equip parti- 
cipants with gender analytical 
tools and discuss gender con- 
cerns in micro-enterprise de- 
velopment; to explore in- 
novation credit mechanism, 
products and approaches 
which have successfully 
reached women micro- 
entrepreneurs and to analyse 
internal and external factors 
cha: effect management of 
credit projects. 

Zohra Merabet, regional 
programme advisor of 'UNI- 
FEM in Jordan, who also 
addressed participants, said 
that this region faces a se- 
rious challenge regarding the 
participation of women in the 
financial market. 

According to Ms. Merabet, 
surveys earned out by UNI- 
FEM projects in Syria’ Leba- 
non and Jordan showed that 
women represent a very mar- 
ginal portion of the borrow- 
ers from the private and 
-national banks and ^“pathe- 
tic group, when it comes to 
borrowing for business pur- 
poses.” 

She attributed the minimal 
number of loans to women to 
two main reasons. One. she 
said, was that bankers are not 
interested in granting small 
loans for micro and small 
enterprises as the managing 
cost is too high. 

The other factor was that 
the majority of women ques- 
tioned either felt uneasy ab- 
out dealing with the banks or 
did not have enough know- 
ledge about the availability of 
special credit services pro- 
vided by the government or 
development projects. 

Ms. Merabet said that the- 
rapid social and economical 


changes that the region has 
been through recently have 
deeply affected the women's 
status in a similar way as it 
did in Europe, America. Asia 
and Africa. 

According to Ms. Merabet, 
an approximate figure for the 
region shows that 16 per cent 
of the women over the age of 
15 are economically active 
but they represent less than 
10 per cent of the total labour 
force. 

She called on the partici- 
pants to share their experi- 
ences in improving women's 
access to credit and to try to 
lay the foundation to build a 
global women and credit 
coalition, which is “a dear 
objective for UNIFEM as it 
will certainly contribute to its 
long-term development goal 
of a world-wide women eco- 
nomic and political empower- 
ment." 

The long-term outcome of 
the workshop includes im- 
proved and gender-sensitive 
management of projects, and 
improved network between 
participants so that more 
women micro-entrepreneurs 
can be reached. 

The UNTFEM was created 
as a result of an international 
conference on women in 


Mexico City in 1975. Estab- 
lished in 1976 by the United 


Nations as the voluntary fund 
for the U.N. Decade for 
Women, UNIFEM became 
an autonomous and financial 
support within the U.N. 
.family in 1985. UNIFEM 
provides direct technical and 
financial support to program- 
mes thar promotes women 
and to improve the quality of 
life for all. 

Participants come from 
Bolivia. Brazil, Cape Verde. 
Colombia, Ghana, Guatema- 
la, Honduras, Ivory Coast, 
Namibia, Lebanon, Maurita- 
nia. Mongolia, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Nepal, Niger- 
ia, Pakistan, Paraguay, 
.Senegal, South Africa, Sri 
Lanka, Syria, Tanzania and 
Jordan. 
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THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



“Let’s just eat at the diner. Fancy 
restaurants get rude if i pick my 
toes with a fork.” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 by Henri Amok) and Mika Argtrkxi 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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LANVA 
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MALFEE 
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Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: a [ X X III 


Yesterday’s 


TOXIC 


u 

(Answers tomor r o w ) 
FATHOM HAMPER 


Jumbles: AROMA 

Answer. What the weO-lo-do stockbroker gave the 
Maltre tf — A HOT TIP 


Russian diamond 


I 


region wants bigger ft 


share of gems 


YAKUTSK. Russia (R) — 
Yakutia, which produces ab- 
out a fifth of the world s 
diamonds, wants to keep 40 
per cent of its gems as 
opposed to 20 per cent now, a 
top local government official 
said. 

Foreign Economic Rela- 
tions Minister Vitaly Artimo- 
nov said in a weekend inter- 
view the vast Siberian regin. 
the size of India, was talking 
to Moscow to increase its 
control over diamonds. 

“We intend to keep 40 per 
cent of our diamonds.” Mr. 
Artimonov said in English.' 
“Only diamonds can provide 
the economic wealth we 
want." 

Yakutia, home to just over 
one million people, has a 
virtual monopoly over Rus- 
sian diamond production. 

It also produces about 3(1 
tonnes of gold. 1.5 billion 
cubic metres (53 billion cu. 
ft.) of natural gas-and 100,000 
tonnes of oil annually, mak- 
ing it among the richest of 
Russia's 21 semi-autonomous 
republics. 

Under a five-year deal ex- 
piring in 1995. Russia sells 95 
per cent of rough gem di- 
amonds it exports through 
De Beers' Central Selling 
Organisation (CSO) which 
controls the world wholesale 
market. 

Mr. Artimonov said Yaku- 
tia was committed to the De 
Beers diamond monopoly but 
wanted more. “We are los- 
ing money. Our profit from 
diamond sales is not as real as 
it could have been." 

“Yakutia will keep the ex- 


iting svstem of relations with 
De Beers, but Yakutia thinks 


kto’- 1 


there are possibilities to re- 
form this svstem in order to 
make it just, because the 
existing system is not very 
just for Yakutia.” Mr. Arti- 
monov said. 

“This probelm is being 
openly put before De Beers 
in Moscow." he added. 

Officials in Moscow also 
accuse De Beers of taking too 
much. They want more ac- 
cess to world markets and 
higher prices for rough di- 
amonds. Russia wants an in- 
crease in its current quota. 26 
per cent of the CSO’s world 
diamond sales, which 
brought it '51.13 billion in 
1993. 

Russians also want an in- 
crease in the percentage of 
rough diamonds it can sell 
independently of the CSO, 
which is limited to five per 
cent in the present contract. 

Dc Beers, which controls 
more than 80 per cent of the 
world's rough diamond pro- 
duction. has to pay for an 
expensive sales and market-, 
ing system and finance a large 
stockpile of diamonds. 

If Russia, one of the 
world's largest producers, de- 
cides to quit, it may be very 
difficult to hold (he cartel 
toget her. 

Mr. Artimonov said Yaku- 
tia was committed to a reg- 
ulated market but said the 
agreement should be revised. 
He did not elaborate. 

He said Yakutia a!so : 
wanted to keep more gold — 
50 per cent of annual output, 
instead of 11.7 per cent now. 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY NOVEMBER 29, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. CarroO Tighter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Conditions at home are 


!'M|V 



going 

oend 


to 

to end up 
wanes you to 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Now you understand bow good 
friends fit nicely into year scheme of things* and you gain more 
even though delays may oecur. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) YdujUtink your career activities are 
not going as fast as they should, so oy to find out where die trouble 
lies. A Bigwig can be of help 


: (May 21 to June 21) You may find that work affairs are 
rather difficult to handle, but if you improve your credit, all goes 
much better towards your success. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Get right down to business 
and handle affairs well, forgetting that desire for pleasure for now. 
Be more affectionate towards mate. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Make appointments with outside fellow 
associates who can help to enrich your life. Come to a fine 
agreement for the days ahead. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Be moth careful in driving, 
and keep focused on the duties which only you can perform the best 
and with great foresight. 


LIBRA; (September 23 to October 22) Enjoy a different kind of 
entertainment, but make sure it is not too expensive. Be more 
thoughtful of your mate, you can be happier. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Forget yourself, and 
handle those tasks which kind desire of you, and you can get fine 
results. Yon will be happy, but a litde tired. 


SAGITTARIUS: {November 22 to December 21) Don't permit a 
private worry to deter you from accomplishing much in the outride 


K 

V 


world. Make the evening a fine social one 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Avoid that capricious 
friend who likes to get own way, and get busy modernising your 
possessions so they are more functional. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Concentrate more on 
personal aims now since worldly ones may take more time to 
materialise. Be happy on adventures with friends. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Forget that new outlet, and 
concenttate on worldly affairs which are important. Handle vour 
tadcs efficiently and m a timely manner. 


Birthstone of November: Topaz-Tiger’s Eye 
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THE Daily Crossword 


by Jamas L. Beatty 


ACROSS 
1 Rebel tetters 
4 Man's man 
9 Horrible 

13 Tried lor office 

14 Win by 

15 Adam's 
grandson 

16 Bizarre 

19 EtStkf tubers 

20 Take to the 

(wipe out) 

21 Last 

23 Cold Alps wind 

24 Fragrant wood 

25 Make necu and 
trim 

28 Conflict 
30 Firebug Dime 
33 Affecting nerves 
35 Three-masted 
ship 

37 On ton 

38 Play parts 

39 Fragrance 

41 Be vary adoring 

42 Gob 

43 Coped 

44 Admonished 

46 Bovos 
48 Once called 

50 Mean 

51 Music theonsf 
53 Glance through 

Quickly 

55 Kind of salad 

57 Some synrneie 
yams 

61 Biblical prophet 

62 Augmenting 
84 Grimace 

B5 Given by word of 
mouth 

68 Uumnaicd 
67 Once, once 

58 Simmers 

89 McMahon and 

Asner 



□OWN 

1 Gator cousin 

2 KHig of terooi 

3 Before, prof 

4 Wmdmrfl parts 

5 Philanthrope 
Carnegie 

6 Ma. Lane 


7 Loiter 

8 Tiller 

9 Km Of 24A 
ID Rub 

1 1 Jungle sound 

12 Abstract Deng 
t7 Hercules' tweivc 
*8 Soul 

22 Bamarck's -dale 
abbr 

24 StuK 

25 Mtdgcs 

26 Summary, 
b no tty 

27 Atrocious 
29 Domicile 

31 Certain group 

32 Penurious 
3a Once aionn- 

track 

36 Uncooked 

40 AQomoy 
QOnomJ. Janet 

41 Plays 

43 Whore Gobi kg 
45 Author Loos 
47 Autumn apple 


Puzrio solved: 
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49 Money pul mua 
custody 
52 Wimps 

Shoo struamos 
55 Arrived 

55 Cupid 


57 tlotf' 


59 Mosd 
59 Anhu 
bO None 
63 A Col 
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CanpOed by 
Samir ShafKq Ghsvi 

The Lower House of 
Parliament will begin discus- 
* jjng the 1995 budget Sunday 
after the minister of finance 
delivers his speech (Sawt AJ 
Sbaab) 

An announcement will 
. ^ made soon that the Jordan 
Radio and Television Cor- 
. poratkn wiD rent the studios 
aod the head office of the 
public shareholding Jordan 
Company for TV, Radio and 
Cinema Production. The rent 
■ amounts to $500,000 annually 
(Sawt AI Shaab). 

Irk Deputies have deman- 
ded that the Ministry of 
Supply intervene whenever 
die price of a product rises or 
its quality declines. They also 
demanded that the ministry 
follows up on prices of pro- 
ducts at me countries of ori- 
gin and neighbouring states 
to stop merchants from man- 
ipulating prices. Deputies 
; stressed that the ministry 
should toughen its supervi- 
sion on the central market to 
check cheating (Sawt Al 
Shaab). 

• 

. iWr The minister of supply 
assured the deputies that the 
minis try has no intention to 
fifi food subsidies (Al Ra’i). 
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■7 irk The Kuwaiti embassy in 
Amman is contacting many 
Jordanians to have them pre- 
■ pare their documents in pre-. 
parafioo to resuming their 
-7 work in Kuwait Those con- 
tacted by the embassy held 

^ key posts at tbe ministri es of 

__ health, electricity and educa- 

~^tiou as well as the Kuwait 
municipality. The retain of 
- other Jordanians, especially 

* - a 2 * who worked in the pn~ 

vate sector, will be consi- 
dered at a later stage (Al 

- - Aswaq). 

"■s 

■ " ■ ■ ■ ^ . 

- = ; ^7 irk Unemployment among 
“ doctors could be eased under 
a plan that would permit doo 
tors employed by the govem- 
to take a 2-6 years 
unpaid leave to work in the 

- ••^.pnvaie sector. Under the 
~ ; — plan the unpaid leave would 1 

be counted within the years 
» > ir.-af service for which a civil 
■* -^servant is entitled for retire- 
ment benefits (Al Aswaq). 

Customs duties are ex- 
pected to be JD 500 million in 
i^l995 representing one third 
<' 0 f the total revenue envis- 
aged in next year's budget. 
-- income taxes are expected to 
. - replenish the treasury with 

JD 150 milli on of which JD 
. ... ^ 88_5 million to be from public 

- shareholding companies. On 
the.expenditure side, govem- 

: ment spending is envisaged at 
I - 7 JD 490.9 nuluon of which JD 
309 miliiOD are to be salaries 
. T _ and other allowances (Al 
. - Aswaq). 


* ' irk The Central Bank of 
Jordan offered JD 20 million 
'-.certificates of deposit this 
' week. Interest for certificates 
maturi ng in three months has 
- remained at 7.8 per cent (Al 
-’Aswaq). 


' krk The Ministry of Supply 
■ wil] provide the market over 
the coming few days with 
high quality rice. The minis- 
ter said the Jordanian market 
;"^nsumes 80,000 tonnes of 
rtce a year and that 90 per 
cent of the quantity is sold at 
subsidised prices against 
coupons (Al Dustour). 

~kk Distribution of food ra- 


.vviMv ...v.’i'Mi wi? r, m»rz 


31, 1994. Figures show that 
shout 54 per cent of the 
people have received their 
coupons for eligibility to buy 
rice, sugar and milk at sub- 
sidised prices <A1 Aswaq). 


* 


* 


** The 1993 Audit Bureau 
report reveals that the losses 
•of the Al Jnbrihfl Amusement 
tak durin g the past three 
y^us have reached JD 73 
■BBom The report reoom- 
tended leasing the park to 
g the private sector at a rate 
I - equal to tbe current interest 
* . rate at the least (Al Dus- 

0 9 tour). 


f kk The Audit Bureau also 
i ft rauj that expenses at the 
'"Phans’ Fund were growing 
f . ff® hiriber rate than the 
pra*th in income. At the 
I j tordan Investment Corpora- 
™Ui the Audit Bureau found 
*Jp 4.6 million accumulated 
wffidt due to the amounts 


by the Ministry of 
ce (Al Dustour). 

** About 15,000 new cars 
are sold a year in Jordan (Al 
. .-AswanV _ _ _ 


Arab banks open talks on 
funding petrochemcial projects 


POKA (AFP) -Arab tank- 

ere Monday began talks here 
on financing new petroche- 
nural projects in the region in 

! JSr r ° riraersify operations 
ana find. new investment 
opportunities as they re- 
P°I* e “ a surge in funds. 

Uelegates from more than 
oO key Arab banks attended 
the conference, the first of its 
kind in the Middle - East, 
where several oil and gas 
producers have announced 
plans to set up new petroche- 
micaJ projects and expand 
existing units. 

Qatari central bank gov- 
ernor Abdullah I bn Khaled 
Al Atteyya opened the meet- 
ing, organised by the bank 
and the Beirut-based Union 
of Arab Banks (UAB). 

Financing of petroche- 
mical projects has become 
necessary given the signifi- 
cance of this industry in the 
Arab World as the required 
basic resources, technology 
and manpower are avail- 


able,'' he told the confer- GCC states have launched 
ence. projects to expand their pet- 

The three-day meeting fol- rochemical sector to face a 
lowed a conference on new projected growth in demand 
petrochemical projects held . ■following last years General 


in the Qatari capital last week 
and attended by officials and 
businessmen from the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) and other 
countries. 

Arab nations have invested 
around SIS billion in more 
than 900 projects producing 
nearly 14 million tonnes of 
petrochemicals. 

A further $21 billion are 
needed for new projects, of 
which S9 billion would be 
spent up to 2000 . according 
to an official Gulf study. 

Most of the current output 
comes from GCC states. — 
Saudi Arabia. Bahrain. 
Oman. Qatar, Kuwait and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) — which also control 
more than 45 per cent of the 
world's total crude oil re- 
serves. 
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1.000 
167 
21.056 
775 
14.760 
21.160 
4.267 
743 
260 
1.675 
12.167 
900 
600 
2.960 
1*100 
41.460 
900 
119. B66 
2*200 
100 
1.900 
6*260 
•00 
660 
■SO 
1*300 
7.160 
3*600 
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47. STS 164- 500 164-000 
44.699 4.600 4. *30 

985 3-920 2.940 

2.812 1.700 1.6*0 

3.716 -2.91G 7.970 

26,003 3.050 3.DS0 

12*112 1.7 DO 1.760 

22*517 3.770 3.770 

U,100 3.700 3.700 

22.431 4. WO 4.920 

4*780 3.340 3.280 

27.12* 1-670 1.600 

4,010 1.610 1.850 

3*999 2.880 2.570 

520 2.700 2.600 

1,040 2.680 2.600 

8,816 1.570 1.570 

9.963 1.840 1.520 

2.118 6.000 6-DfO 

BOO 1.040 1.000 

9X9 1.160 1.220 

1.012 6.760 6.790 

11.440 6.360 6.300 

1,640 2.200 1-300 

2.C2D 2-870 2.620 

292 1.340 1.370 

27,19* 1.290 1.280 

84V 1.100 1.090 

37*106 2.570 2.900 

71,882 3.418 3.190 

12*469 3*190 2.860 

1.693 2.600 3-550 

2.997 9.350 9-380 

9.264 4.940 4.950 

77*664 6.480 6.390 

1.480 2.900 2.900 

1*620 3.050 3.D40 

7*089 2.800 2.780 

19*280 17.800 17.900 

44,642 1.080 2.060 

6*560 7.300 7.200 

41*03 1.060 1*040 

3*168 1.440 1.440 

299 3-960 3.990 

6*448 1.640 1.840 
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Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT). 

Most of the new projects 
are based in Saudi Arabia, 
the world's top oil exporter 
and producer. 

Qatar and Kuwait also 
have expansion plans while 
the UAE intends to build its 
first petrochemical complex 
at a cost of around SI. 5 bil- 
lion. Oman will also launch a 
petrochemical industries in a 
£700 million project. 

Pet rochemical industries 
are part of the Gulf nations 
attempts to diversify their 
sources of income which de- 
pend heavily on unstable oil 
expors. 

A large expansion in such 
industries has pushed their 
petrochemical earnings to 
around $3 billion in 1993 
from $863 million in 1983. 

Heavy reliance of oil ex- 
ports has hurt most Gulf 
countries as prices have de- 
clined by more than SO per 
cenr over the past decade. 
This created a cash problem 
that could hit their ability to 
finance new energy projects. 

“The conference reflects 
the growing importance of 
the banking sector in financ- 
ing industries.'' UAB Secret- 
ary General Ad nan Al Hindi 
told the Doha symposium. 
“We hope we will reach re- 
commendations that will help 
us adopt strategy that suits 
the dramatic developments in 
the Arab banking industry. 

Dr. Hindi, whose group 
comprises most of the Arab 
World's nearly 400 commer- 
cial banks, said the regional 
banking sector had grown 
sharply, with the combined 
assets of Arab banks soaring 
by nearly 21 per cent to 5660 
billion at the end of 1993 
from S526 billion at the end 
of 1992. Their net profits 
increased by 13 per cent from 
their 1992 .level of around $6 
billion. 


Abu Dhabi 
to start 
privatising 
in 1995 

ABU DHABI (R) — The 
state of Abu Dhabi in the 
United Arab Emirates is to 
start selling off some profit- 
able state-owned industries 
to the private sector in the 
second half of 1995, a senior 
official was quoted as saying. 

“We have just approved 
recommendations by our 
consultants on privatising 
several . major industries in 
Abu Dhabi,'' Sheikh Hamad 
Bin Tahnoun Al Nabayan, 
head of Abu Dhabi's General 
Industry Corp. (GIC), was 
quoted as saying in Gulf 
j^Tews daily. 

Sheikh Hamad said a feasi- 
bility study on selling off in- 
dustries run by the GIC had 
been sent to the emirate's 
executive council for approv- 
al and privatisation would be- 
gin in the second half of next 
year, local newspapers said. 

Tbe papers quoted him as 
saying the privatisation plans 
covered all profitable GIC- 
run industries, but he did not 
list them. A GIC official told 
Reuters last month the orga- 
nisation runs eight factories 
including cement plants and 
flour mills. 


JEA awaits government 

approval to turn into 
commercial entity 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Electricity Authority fJEA). 
a government-owned semi- 
autonomos body, is awaiting 
approval from the Council of 
Ministers of a proposal 10 
convert the authority into a 
commercial entity, officials 
said Monday. They said the 
process could start as soon as 
the cabinet gives its green 
signal go ahead. 

A special committee had 
closely studied in the finan- 
cial and administrative affairs 
of the JEA, which accounts 
for almost all power con- 
sumed in Jordan, and for- 
warded their findings and re- 
commendations to the Coun- 
cil of Ministers. 

The proposal to convert . 
the JEA into a commercial 
entity under the laws and 
regulations laid down by the 
comptroller of companies is - 
part of the ongoing govern- 
ment moves to revamp the 
public sector utilities in line 
with the fiscal and economic 
restructuring programme 
agreed with the International 


Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Emphasis is given in the 
restructuring programme to 
raise the efficiency of the 
various sectors and the cost- 
effectiveness of the services 
they offer. This mainly apply 
to the energy, water and 
transport sectors. 

Details of the proposal to 
restructure the JEA as a com- 
mercial entity were not avail- 
able, but no change of status 
in government ownership of 
the authority is expected 
under the plan. 

“The only difference will 
be that the authority would 
function as a commercial 
company with all that it en- 
tails in terms of administra- 
tion and services and 
accounting," said an official. 

The authority is also not 
.expected to lay off any of its 
staff, reports in the local 
press said. 

Jamal Ragheb, head of the 
committee which studied and 
prepared the proposal to 
transform the authority into a 
commercial entity, was quot- 
ing as saying by the Al Aswaq 
newspaper that the change 
would not lead to a rise in the 
price of electricity. 

Mr. Ragheb was also 


quoted as saying that a new 
law would be prepared to 
replace the existing legisla- 
tion related to the JEA and 
power in -the country. 

The committee also made 
an in-depth assessment of the 
assets and liabilities of the 
JEA, but no figures were 
available on the capitalisation 
of the proposed commercial 
entity. 

The official said he ex- 
pected the process of trans- 
forming the authority could 
begin as early as Dec. 1 and 
completed in a few weeks 
time after the Council of 
Ministers approves the prop- 
osal. 

Mr. Ragheb emphasised 
that the process would have 
no bearing whatsoever on the 
rights of the employees of the 
JEA. The authority employs 
about 1,200 people. 

The restructuring of the 
authority is also expected to 
clearly define the role of the 
JEA and the Jordan Electric 
Power Company and the 
Irbid District Electricity 
Company so that there would 
not be any overlapping of the 
responsibilities and functions 
of the three entities. 


End of the road for Indian car company 


NEW DELHI (AFPj — Indi- 
a's ailing automobile manu- 
facturer Standard Motor Pro- 
ducts Ltd. has been told to 
close down by a government- 
appointed panel which found 
no one willing to nurse it 
back to health: 

The Board of Industrial 
and Financial Reconstruction 
(BIFR), which serves as a sort 
of intensive care unit for sick 
companies, has ruled that the 
46-year-old Madras-based 
automaker had little chance 
of survival. 

“We are constrained to 
state that we^re left with no 


option but to recommend a 
winding-op," ruled the board, 
which had been mandated to 
find out whether it was possi- 
ble to resuscitate the com- 
pany. 

It said it had received no 
offers to revive Standard, one 
of India's oldest car com- 
panies which employs 1,000 
workers and in the 1980s 
produced the country's first 
luxury car. the Standard 
2000. 

The promoters, the A.C. 
Muthiah group, were m no 
position to pump new funds 
into the company and a prop- 


osal for its revival through a 
workers' cooperative was not 
feasible, the board said. 

The Tamil Nadu state gov- 
ernment, which in the past 
had opposed a closure, also 
failed to come up with a plan 
to keep Standard running. 

Standard was set up in 
1948, and produced the 
sporty-looking Herald and 
Gazelle models popular in 
the 1960s and 70s. 

A withdrawal of duty con- 
cessions and revised fuel 
emission norms that sounded 
the death knell for the Stan- 
dard 2000 were cited by man- 


agement as reasons for the 
company's problems. 

It was referred to the BIFR 
in November 19S8 after it 
accumulated losses of 210 
million rupees (S7 million), 
wiping out its net worth, as 
well as debts of about 800 
million rupees (S26.6 million' 
to financial institutions. 

The company was 
reopened in February 1992 
under a rehabilitation scheme 
prepared by the BIFR with 
Tamil Nadu government 
backing but the plan flopped 
and management decla red a 
month-long lockout in 1993. 
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FOR RENT 

Many apartments and villas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings of 
villas, flats, and building lots 


_ A SECURE 

FLAT.OTEJL 

Swetflyeh 

<se^ 


Commercial and 
residential. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609 
810520 
Fax; 810520 


^^^^FlstOTEL 

^SECURITY 

^HOSPITALITY 

GASTRONOMY 


*>iLl Jtil 
— Tf 2 1 - 


Cafe' 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 
ELITE CAFE' 



THE 

ADfOSFHERE 

CREATORS 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nlghfly 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday dosed 


% ^jcmelle 

^ / Restaurant 

TSf 


FeJL OmtNi 


863944 - 816690 


A Menu of Defidous Snacks 
Tei, 6B5211 Fax. 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shmeesani 


1 .-' lunch! 

7 DAYSi 


[ 68069 

Shianiml > M 


od 1 


Pizza 

Pasta 

Exotic Sandwiches 
ajfrjHflmbnr gerf ^ 

.5* - 

H Ssssai -Id 680670 it 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yamnouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Monogolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel; 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3i30 p.m. 
650 - Midnight 

Air Conditioned Hal! 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls Schools 

Take away is available 

Open dally 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
7:00 — midnight 

Tel.: 638968 


m 

5ZEEHWAN EARBEN5 
JHINESE RESTAURANT 

Typical Qdmoa Foods 


OpcaUJO-ZXA&M-i&lBfk 

Take away is available 

Stef AUArab Straet 
Urn Uthalnah Conirwaai Came 

Tel.: 861174 

, Cncc lasted Atutysuul 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hoar Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 


SELECT HOTEL 


W P - JMT - >J -- — tj- T-f 




® Superior Hole] Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

® Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


SHUT Hctti 


1 * ~ ii— r ri » ' f " 



Shmeisani - Opp. ( 
Bank. Phone: 6040 
Swefieh tel: S23S91 


Jabal Al Webdeh/Tel. 637 101/637102 


RESTAURANT 


Often 

*D<ziCy 


JjbH Arnmiin - first circle 

opposite IRAO EMBASSY 

* TFX.: 654205 


it; X O 

•,v 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking. 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate 

Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - 11:30 p.m. 
Tel.: 861838 


'The Gassiest Of 
The Classiest ! ", 


oui ■ 

V. affordable prices 

VV Cco' ■ : 


Restaurant 
Italian ~ Med Cuisine 

Swetfiyeh - 863944 




FOR PARTIES & 


■A J Cl ■ ; 1 1 [•; 5 


Open Daily 



It's fun t3 ^tic 

Music & Lights 






One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle 

674563 - 674551 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
Apartments 
in Amman 


tor further details please call 




Tel. 864230 
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Tei :GS2505 . 691148 / ExL 116 
Fax: 699080 , Wasfi Al-Te! SL 
Abu Hath commercial center 
Second floor 



Kurdi Stores 
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11 Chinese athletes test positive for drugs 


TOKYO lAP) — The per- 
formances of China's athletes 
* at last month's Asian Games 
Z often seemed too good to be 
true. Reports Monday quot- 
ing games officials said some 
of them probably were. 

According to several 
Japanese media reports, the 
tl Olympic Council of Asia has 
i .found high levels of banned 
! substances in the urine sam- 
"ples of 11 Chinese athletes 
<t who competed in last month’s 
’ Asian Games, a regional ver- 
sion of the Olympics. 

-- Council and Games' orga- 
' riisine committee officials re- 
- portedly said the samples in- 
dicated the athletes had 
"abnormal amounts of resios- 
-terone or other performance- 
enhancing substances in their 
"systems. 

The names of the athletes 
were not released pending 
"official confirmation, the re- 
ports said. 

" But Kvodo News Service. 


quoting unnamed sports 
sources, said one was Lu Bin. 
who won four gold medals at 
the Games ancl set a world 
record in the women's 200- 
metre individual medley. 

It said another was Yang 
Aihua. who already has been 
banned for competition for 
two years by FINA. the In- 
ternational Swimming Fed- 
eration. Yang, who won the 
women's 400-metre freestyle 
at the World Championships 
in September, tested positive 
for testosterone in surprise 
tests just prior to the Asian 
Games in Hiroshima. Japan. 

Chinese women swimmers 
won 12 of the lb golds at 
stake in the world meet and 
all 15 of their races at the 
Asian Games, contributing to 
China's overall games haul of 
137 gold medals in 337 
events. 

Kyodo also identified 
Xiong Guoming. a male 
swimmer who won four gold 
medals, and track athlete 


Han Oing. winner of the 
women's 400-metre hurdles, 
as being among the II. 

It said eight of the i I were 
swimmers and the orhes com- 
peted in track, cycling and 
canoeing, other press reports 
said six were swimmers. 

Dr. Yoshio Kuroda. who 
supervised the final set of 
tests conducted in Tokyo 
Saturday, confirmed that 
high testosterone levels were 
found in both A and B sam- 
ples for some athletes. 

But Kuroda refused to 
comment on who was tested, 
or give their nationality. 

Asian Games organisers 
contacted by the Associated 
Press confirmed the head of 
their medical commission was 
in Tokyo in connection with 
the tests, but also refused to 
comment further. 

A formal hearing of the 
Olympic Committee of Asia's 
medical committee, which 
Kuroda chairs, must be held 
before results of the tests can 


be made public. 

Such a meeting could come 
within the n ex r "week. 

At the World Swimming 
Championships, though they 
did not name China, more 
than a dozen coaches lodged 
a formal complaint over dop- 
ing in the sport and requested 
stricter tests. That led to the 
surprise testing just before 
the Asian Games began Oct. 
2 . 

FINA officials said the re- 
sults of those tests indicated 
possible drug use among 
several other Chinese women 
swimmers, but were incon- 
clusive. 

Though Chinese sports 
officials insist they oppose 
drug use among athleres and 
publicly threaten to deal 
harshly with offenders. 
Yang's case is not the first. 

Five Chinese swimmers 
have failed doping tests over 
the past two years — equal- 
ing the total number of 
athletes from other countries 


that have tested positive in 
FINA tests over the past 22 
years. 

Yang is 21 least the 34th 
Chinese athlete to flunk 3 
doping test since 1987. 
Chinese officials acknow- 
ledge 24 of their athletes 
tested positive last year 
alone. 

■ 

Another top female 
athlete, discuss thrower Qu 
Oiaping. tested positive for 
anabolic steriods in an out-of- 
competition test Sept. 26. 

Monday's reports, if con- 
finned. would raise serious 
doubts about the effective- 
ness of testing in general. 

Only one athlete — the 
captain of the Thai men’s 
soccer team — was 
announced to have flunked a 
doping test during the two- 
week Asian Games, which 
closed Oct. 16. 

He had already left Japan 
before the announcement 
was made, however. 


t. 


Parma stay top as Batistuta breaks record 


^PARIS lAFPj — Depleted 
"Parma, playing without three 
/regular first team players and 
reduced to ten men in the 
second-half, stayed top of the 
.Italian first division while 
.Ivan Zamoruno continued 
continued to make Real 
-Madrid boss JoTge Valdano 
.eat his words in Spain. 

.• Parma forced a 1-1 draw 
away to Inter Milan, hut they 
-had to survive some worrying 
-moments and keept a tight 
watch on the talented 20- 
jyear-old Marco Del Vecchio. 

Inter took the lead with a 
iirst-half penalty slotted 
Jiome hv Uruguayan Ruben 
Sosa, but Parma pulled level 
on the hour thanks to u goal 
from Marco Branca. 

■ The leaders, who hud Luigi 
Apolloni sent off for a second 
yellow card, were without in- 
jured Antonio Benarrivo. 
Swedish frontrunner Tomas 
Brolin and Colombian striker 
Faustino AsprilJa. 

r ;;Fioreniina's Argentinian 
Striker Gabriel Batistuta 
broke the Italian league scor- 
ing record Sunday with his 
thirteenth goal in eleven 
games. " - 

His latest effort — as well 
as -a -deflected shot.attrihuted 
-as an own-goal by Pietro 
Vierchowod — saw his side 
draw 2-2 with Sumpdoria. for 
whom David Platt and Ruud 
Gullit were on target. 

Batistuta has scored in ev- 
ery game of the season, beat- 
ing a ten-match record estab- 
lished bv Ezio Pascutti in 


1965/64 for Bologna. The 
next highest goal tally in the 
Serie A this season is held by 
Giuseppe Signori of Lazio, 
who has seven. 

Batistuta put away a 60th 
minute spot kick to level after 
English international captain 
Platt fired home a first-half 
penalty. 

Fiorentina's second came 
on 73 minutes hut then for- 
mer Dutch international Gul- 
lit scored his first goal for 
Sampdoria since returning 
from AC Milan two minutes 
from time. 

Last week Batistuta scored 
two — and again had a shot 
deflected in by a defender — 
in the 5-2 win over Napoli. 


Real buck to the top with his 
21th goal in as many games. 

The Chilean, facing the axe 
at the start of the season, hit 
Real's third in a 4-2 win over 
visiting Tenerife, to give the 
club ft* points. 

Deportivo La Coruna, who 
went into action without 'flu 
victim Bebeto. are just be- 
hind on goal difference after 
seeing off Valladolid 4-M 
while Zurugou and Barcelona 
both contrived to lose. 

Valdano. who vowed to 
sell the struggling Zamoruno 
when he took over at the dub 
at the start of the season, 
admitted: "We were going to 
try and swap him for another 
■jet-set' player like a Fonse- 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 


The result moved Fiorenti- 
na into third place, one point 
ahead of Lazio who were 
Thrashed 3-0 at home by AS 
Roma. Another Argentinian. 
Abel Bafbo. started the rot 
with a second-minute opener 
and Lazio's afternoon was 
ruined siill further by crowd 
violence that saw four police- 
men hurt. 

Juventus stayed in second 
spot, one point behind Inter 
but with a game in hand, 
after a 2-1 win at Padova. 

Their goals came from 
Roberto Baggio, who found 
the net in the 30th minute but 
who went off injured early in 
the second half, and Fabrizio 
Ravanelli. 

In Spain. Zamorano fired 


ca. Bergkamp or Cantona but 
since then he has proved his 
extraordinary talent in front 
of goal. He's been highh 
professional and worked hard 
to get back to his best.” 

Deportivo's win was sealed 
by former Barcelona player 
Julio Salinas, who grahhed 
two late goals in the filth and 
72nd minutds. 

Zaragoza, who went to the 
top of the table last week, 
lost Ml away to fifth-placed 
Athletic Biibaon courtesy of 
a Julen Guerrero goal and 
are now one pooint off the 
pace on 17. 

Barcelona, point in mid- 
week in the Champions 
League by Gulatasaniv. this 
time went down to eighth- 



Fiorentina's Argentinian striker Gabriel Batistuta jubiliates 
after scoring a goal. He has scored in every game of the 
season breaking the previous record set in 1963 (AFP photo) 

Auxenre hammered visit- 



Christian Lantignotti deft) of Cagliari watches Sunday Oliseh for tbe ball in their Italian 
teammate Dely Valdes challenge Rcggiana's League match (AFP photo) 


placed Seville to stay on 16 
points. Croatian Davor Suker 
scored the all-important goal 
in the seventh minute. 

Exciting Names kept their 
unbeaten record intact in the 
final mutch of the first-half of 
the French season and heat 
Cannes I-d. 

With 19 matches gone 
Nantes now have 41 points 
and are six points clear of 
nearest rivals Paris St. Gera- 
min. 

Fresh from their superb 4- 
(1 victory over Swiss club FC 
Sion in a midweek LIEFA 
Cup tie. Nantes secured three 
points in the 6Kth minute with 
a goal from striker Patrice 
Loko — the league's leading 
scorer with 12 goals. 

Paris St. Germain, who 
have been unable to repro- 
duce their remarkable Euro- 
pean Cup form in the domes- 
tic league, dropped a point in 
the leadership chase. They 
were held U-() at home by 
Bordeaux and now have 35 
points from iy matches. 

Lyon made no mistakes at 
home to Munigues with a 3-0 
victory' and goals from Frank 
Gavu. Florian Maurice and 
Stephans Roche enabled 
them to move on to 33 points. 


ing Sochaux 4-0 with two 
goals in each half and at the 
other end of the table. Mont- 
pellier stayed bottom but 
forced a promising 2-2 draw 
at Rennes. 

Meanwhile Bastia could 
face u home ground ban after 
a pitch invasion and mass- 
brawl interrupted Saturday 
night's 2-2 draw with visitors 
Monaco. 

Dozens of Bastia fans 
attacked referee Antoine de 
Pandis. a linesman and sever- 
al Monaco players after a 
goal was disallowed and a 
penalty turned down, de- 
laying the game for 20 mi- 
nutes. 

"Some went for me and 
some went for the linesman." 
said de Pundis. "My shin was 
tom and some Monaco play- 
ers were artacked. The only 
thing we could do was to take 
refuge in the changing 
room"” 

Jacques Thehault. director 
general of the French Foot- 
ball League, said a disciplin- 
ary commission would rule 
on the incident on Thursday, 
adding: "Bastia still risk 
being banned from playing at 
home, even though the match 
was re-started.” 


IAAF 
reinstates 
U.S. hurdler 

BARCELONA <AP) — 
American hurdler Danny 
Harris, who has served nearly 
three years of a four-year ban 
for cocaine use, was rein- 
stated Sunday by world 
track's governing body. 

Harris was reinstated 
under the “exceptional cir- 
cumstances” rule by a unani- 
mous vote at a council meet- 
ing of the International 
Amateur Athletic Federa- 
tion. It marked the first time 
the' rule had ever been used 
by the council. 

The council ruled on the 
basis that Harris had kicked 
his habit and rehabilitated 
himself fully. The reinstate- 
ment is effective immediate- 

1 y ■ 

Harris, who ended Edwin 
Moses’ 122-race winning 
streak in 1987 and won an 
Olympic silver medal in 1984, 
rested positive for cocaine in 
February 1992 and was sus- 
pended for four years. 


Chiefs, Vikings and Eagles lose again 


The Associated Press 

ON THE WAY to the NFL 
playoffs, Kansas City. Min- 
nesota and Philadelphia for- 
got to win in November, and 
the results could be costly 
when it comes time to figure 
out division champions and 
wild cards. 

On Sunday, the Chiefs. 
Vikings and Eagles all lost 
again, giving the trio a com- 
bined 1-8 record the past 
three weeks. And here's a 
twist: They all got beat by 
field goals indoors. 

At the Kingdome. John 
Kasay kicked a 32-yard field 
ial with 1:42 left to lift 
ittle to a 10-9 victory over 
the Chiefs (7-5), who lost Joe 
Montana to a sprained left 
foot in the third quarter. The 
loss put Kansas City two 
mes behind first-place San 
iego in the AFC West. 
Montana's status is unknown. 

At the . Metrodome, the 
Vikings (7-5) lost their third 
straight when Eric Guliford 
botched a punt, Tampa Bay 
recovered and Michael 
Husted kicked a 22-yard field 



goal 2:08 into ot for a 20-17 
win. 

The Vikings trail Chicago 
by a game in the NFC Cen- 
tral, and the teams meet 
Thursday night at Minneapo- 
lis. 

_ At the Georgia Dome, the 
Eagles (7-5) lost their third 
straight despite two TDs by 
Herschel Walker, one a 91- 
yarder. Jeff George threw for 
364 yards and two TDs to 
Terance Mathis in Atlanta's 
28-21 victory. 

In other games, it was: 
Miami 28, New York Jets 24; 
New England 12, Indianapo- 
lis 10; Cleveland 34, Houston 
10; Pittsburgh 21, Los 
Angeles Raideres 3; Chicago 
19, Arizona 16 in overtime; 
Denver 15, Cincinnati 13; 
San Diego 31. Los Angeles 
Rams 17; and the New York 
Giants 21. Washington 19. 

On Thursday, Dallas beat 
Green Bay 42-31 and Detroit 
defeated Buffalo 35-21. 
Seahawks 10. Chiefs 9 

With Montana's left foot 
being X-rayed, Seattle (5-7) 
scored 10 fourth-quarter 
points to steal a win. Steve 


Smith scored on a 2-yard run 
early in the fourth before 
Kasay kicked the winning 
field goal. 

Kansas City had gone 
ahead 9-7 when Montana's 
backup, Steve Bono, en- 
gineered a 52-yard, ll-p]ay 
drive that positioned Lin 
Elliott for a 38-yard field goal 
with 7:27 left. 

Montana, who had 163 
yards passing before his in- 
jury, became the fifth NFL 
quarterback to surpass 40,000 
career yards. 

Buccaneers 20, votings 17, 
OT 

Husted' s winning kick en- 
ded a six-game losing streak 
for Tampa Bay (3-9). The 
winning play was set up when 
one of Guilford’s temmate 
ran into him and caused a 
fumble that was recovered by 
ED Brady at the Minnesota 
4. 

The Vikings (7-5) needed 
Warren Moon's 40-yard 
touchdown pass to Ismail 
with 1:27 left and a 2-point 
conversion to force OT. 


☆ Falcons 28, Eagles 21 

The play of George and 

Mathis offset Walker's 91- 
yard to run, the NFL's 
longest from scrimmage since 
Bo Jackson went 92 yards 
five years ago. 

The Eagles (7-5) moved 
within a touchdown on Wal- 
ker’s 2-yard score with 4:22 
left, but the game ended with 
Philadelphia at the Atlanta 
19. Unable to get another 
play off after a 61-yard com- 
pletion from Randall Cun- 
ningham (19 of 36, 248 yards) 
to Victor Bailey. 

☆ Dolphins 28, Jets 24 

At East Rutherford. N.J., 
Dan Marino threw four 
second-half TDs to mark Ing- 
ram — the final one from 8 
yards with 22 seconds left — 
to give Miami (8-4) a two- 
game lead in the AFC East. 

On the winning play, Mari- 
no looked as if be was going 
to spike the ball to stop the 
dock, but instead dropped 
back and hit Ingram in the 
end zone as the Jets (6-6) 
were caught unprepared. De- 
fender Aaron Glenn had his 
back to the play. 


Basketball Championship 

Jazireh meet Jalil today 

in battle for 3rd place 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — As the final 
round of the First Division 
Basketball Championship 
enters its second week, two 
of the three matches lined 
up for Tuesday will give a 
somewhat clear indicator of 
most teams* final standings 
as the competition nears its 
end on Dec. 15. 

In the most heated 
match. Al Jalil and Al 
Jazireh will clash at the 
Sports Palace in the buttle 
for third place. 

Al Jazireh h3d won their 
first round encounter 73- 
69. therefore Al Jalil will 
have to win by a margin of 
over four points to take 
third place which they last 
held in 1991. before losing 
it to Al Jazireh. 

In an earlier match Al 
Waiani and Homentmen 
will play for their places in 
the first division. A! Wata- 
ni had won their first round 
encounter 74-49. They will 
have to repeat the win and 
overcome A l Hussein by 4 
points to avoid relegation. 

Homentmen are tech- 
nically relegated after fail- 
ing to score the minimum 
number of wins. However 
they will be officially rele- 
gated if they lose the 
match. Their slim chance of 
avoiding relegation comes 
only in (he event of defeat- 
ing Ai Watani by 26 points 
and Al Hussein by 14 
points, a difficult feat to 
achieve. 

In the third match of the 
dav. Al Hussein take on Al 
Ahli in Irbid. 

The titleholders enter the 
match with an unbeaten 
streak atop the standings 
after scoring a 79-70 win 
over former champions Al 
Orthodoxi in the first 
round final. 

The match will provide a 
good rehearsal for Al Ahli 
to test their players and 


tactics. Al Ahli had won 
their first round encounter 
1 19-54. 

As this year's competi- 
tion rules stipulate that two 
teams will be relegated. Al 
Hussein are also in danger 
of losing their place. They 
will thus need to repeat 
their wins over Homent- 
men and Al Watani to 
avoid relegation. 

However Al Hussein are 
in a more secure position 
after overcoming Homent- 
men 67-54 and pushing Al 
Watani to the brink of re- 
legation after a crucial 79- 
76 win. 

During the opening 
matches of the second 
round Al Jazireh scored 
their first win over the 100- 
point mark when rhev over- 
came Al Watani 125-S7. 
(the First round score was 
91-68). 

In other matches. Al 
Orthodoxi beat Al Hussein 
107-59 (first round 99-38). 
while Al Ahli defeated Ho- 
mentmen 137-43 (firsr 
round 135-26). 

Al Jazirehs big win over 
Al Watani showed that the 
team was steadily altering 
their playing tactics, con- 
centrating on attack. 

Al Jazireh took a 17-0 
lead before Ai Watani 
could score four minutes 
into the first half which AI 
Jazireh won 65-3U. 

Al Watani. joined by 


their veteran teammate 
Ihab Safri for the first lime 
this season, managed to 
narrow the gap at the be- 
ginning of the second half, 
hut Al Jazireh expanded 
their lead in the final three 
minutes from 108-77 to end 
the match 125-87. 

Al Jazireh who had 
ambitions for second place 
this year lost to Al Ortho- 
doxt 92-75 in the first 
round, they will therefore 
need to score an IS point 
win in their encounter on 
Dec. 2. 

In another match. Al 
Ahli scored an easy victory 
over Homentmen whose 
undermanned team man- 
aged a better score than 
their first encounter. 

The titlcholdeiN won the 
first half 59-24 as both 
teams' bench players got a 
shot al the action. 

In the rhird match, Al 
Orthodoxi'* players also 
had a chance to test their 
skills against Al Hussein. 

The former champions 
won the first half 59-29 
relying on press defence 
and played a faster game 
which would prove to be 
more successful especially 
when they meet their all- 
time rivals in the final. Al 
Orthodoxi will have to 
score a 10 point win over 
AI Ahli to force a bost-of- 
rhree round to determine 
the winner. 


Tuesday's matches 
Hussein- Ahli 5:30 p.ra. Irbid 
Watani -Homentmen 5:30 p.m. Sports Palace. 
Jalil- Jazireh 7 p.m. Sports Palace. 

STANDINGS 
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14 
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12 

Jalil 

6 

3 

3 

465 
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9 
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Seville bids for 

1999 World 

Athletics 

Championships 

BARCELONA (R) — Sevil- 
le has formally applied ro 
host the iy99 World Athletics 
Championships in anticipa- 
tion of a possible bid for the 
2004 Olympics. 

Officials from the southern 
Spanish city made their pitch 
on Sunday at the start of an 
international Amateur Athle- 
tic Federation (IAAF) coun- 
cil meeting. 

After the boom of Expo 
'92 Seville now boasts world- 
class roads, hotels and media 
outlets, city officials told the 
council. 

The city has a high-speed 
rail link to Madrid" a new 
international airport and two 
major Spanish television sta- 
tions. 

"We have made a lot of 
progress in the last 10 years." 
said Miguel Angel Pino, who 
heads Seville's championship 
candidacy. 

Seville is the First city to 
apply for the 1999 Cham- 
pionships. Paris. Manchester. 
Athens and Johannesburg 
are also expected to bid but 
have not formally applied. 

A deadline has not yet 
been set but IAAF officials 
hope to keep bidding open 
until the end of next year. 

The IAAF championships, 
held every two years, rank as 
the largest global sporting 
even after the Olympics and 
the soccer World Cup. The 
Games go to Gothenburg in 
1995 and Mexico City in 
1997. 

! Seville wants the 19S>9 
championships partly to 
prove it can handle the Olym- 
pics. says Carlos Funcia. 
Seville's promotion coordina- 
tor. 

The games would also give 
a badly needed economic 
boost to Andalucia. hard hit 
by Spain's chronic unemploy- 
ment. The two week cham- 
pionships would lure 15n.<XM) 
visitors and 2.HJII athletes 
from 150 countries. 

Lucrative television con- 
tracts also favour a European 
site as Eurovision's four-vear 
$91 mitjion contract is' the 
IAAFs biggesr source of re- 
venue. 

If Seville wins the 1999 
championships it would add 
to Spain's impressive sporting 
lineup in the 199ti's. 

The city hosted the “World 
Indoor Athletics Cham- 
pionships in 1991. Barcelona 
took the 1992 Olympic 
Games and has the indoor 
Championships next year. 


Amateur sumo ready 
to take on Olympics 


TOKYO (AP) — Winning 
over the world audience 
won’t be easy. It may even 
take a major change in 
fashion. Like wearing under- 
pants. 

But, never one to shy away 
from a good fight, Japan’s 
Amateur Sumo Federation 
has embarked on a campaign 
to conquer the globe, and 
officials say making it to the 
Olympics is simply a matter 
of time. 

“We’re in no hurry,” Hide- 
toshi Tanaka, head of the 
International Sumo Federa- 
tion's Sports Development 
Department and a member of 
the Japan Olympic Commit- 
tee, said Monday. 

As proof of sumo’s grow- 
ing popularity abroad, Tana- 
ka said 37 countries are 
signed up to compete in the 
sport's third world cham- 
pionships in Tokyo on Dec. 
11 . 

Aspiring wrestlers repre- 
senting everywhere from 
Argentina to 2Lambia will 
duel in light, middle and 
heavyweight divisions and 
■also fight for overall team 
honours. 

Sumo, which involves two 
wrestlers pairing off in a 
raised ring made of tightly 
packed dirt, has its roots in 
ancient religious ceremony. 


‘But it has become one of 
Japan's most popular profes- t 
sional sports. 

An American, Chad 
Rowan of Hawaii, currently 
holds the professional ranks’ 
exalted position of “Yokozu- 
na,” or Grand Champion, 
and two other Americans 
have made it to “Ozeki.” or 
champion.. 

i 

The object of sumo is to 
topple one’s opponent or 
force him out of the ring, and 
most bouts take just a few 
seconds to complete. The 
sport’s leg sweeps and body 
throws often resemble those 
of judo — a Japanese inven- 
tion that has become an 
Olympic standby. 

Traditionally, wrestlers 
wear only a loincloth and 
thick belt in the ring. Tanaka ! 
said, however, that the 
amateur federation is willing ! 

to sanction short, tight-fitting 

pants to be worn under wrest- 
lers belts in international • 
competitions. 

. 1 . would be willing to do . 
that, he said, “But that’s all " 
the uniform changes we are a 
considering.” " 

Many foreign wrestlers at ■ 
last year s championships, in ■ 
feet, wore briefs under their ■ 
belts. None of the Japanese 
wrestlers did. K 
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Schneider gets 52nd world cup win 


oT 
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PARK CITY, Utah (Rj — 
Vreni Schneider gave herself 
a belated birthday present 
Sunday, winning the world 
cup season's opening slalom 
for the 52nd victory of her 
illustrious career. 

Schneider, who turned 30 
while finishing third in giant 
slalom the previous day. 
earned an S1S,000 bonus for 
the best combined result of 
the weekend and a total of 
$38,000. 

Making another of her 
famous second-run com- 
ebacks, she posted a time of 
1:39.95 to lead a 1-2 Swiss 
sweep. Martina Accola was 
second in 1:40.58, the best 
result of her career. 

Kristina Andersson of 
Sweden was third in 1:40.67. 
but it was her heralded team- 
mate. Pemilla Wiberg, who 
held the key to the race. 

Wiberg, runner-up to 
Schneider for the world cup 
overall title last season, held 
a commanding lead starting 
die final run but made a 
critical error near the finish 
and wound up fourth in 
1:40.70. 

French teammate Patricia 
Chauvet and Beatrice Filliol 
tied for fifth at 1:40.95. 


Schneider, who confessed 

r b h‘L.°f 1 £ t !l ar Sy on *he first 
her a second 
behind Wiberg, then turned 

n the jets as she so often has 
done. 

J skied with power, I 
made the attack," Schneider 
said of an oft-practiced 
strategy which left her only 
1.0 victories behind the ali- 
11 m .e women’s record of Au- 
strian Annemarie Moser- 
Froell, a mark she says she 
cannot match. 

"It is too many. I'll be 
lucky to win three or four 


"I got far back and my skis 
made a V, then I almost 
missed the last gate," Wiberg 
said in explanation of an 
error that came within hailing 
distance of the finish line. 
“I'm lucky to make it down at 
aH." 

In her first race since a 
season -ending knee injury 
last March. Wiberg crashed 
in giant slalom Saturday and 
had to overcome the early- 
season jitters that plagued so 
many of the racers, particu- 
larly on the first slalom run. 

Confounded by a course 


ALPINE SKIING 


more races." said Schneider, 
who contemplated retirement 
last spring because of a ling- 
ering knee injury. 

Now, after an auspicious 
stan that has given her 160 
points in defence of her world 
cup overall title, she may 

have to rethink the program- 
me. 

"It is good beginning, but 
the season is very long. I wi« 
try my best to do it," 
Schneider said. 

She might not have won 
Sunday if Wiberg hadn’t 
made her fateful mistake. 


set by Swedish coach Gottfrid 
Trin Jd that lacked the rhythm 
to which they are accus- 
tomed, racers fell like bowl- 
ing pins on a steep course 
with hard-packed snow. 
Thirty-one racers left that 
first course. Only one of 30 
racers crashed on the second 
run. 

The women’s tour next 
goes to Vail for a downhill 
race on Friday, followed by a 
Super G and giant slalom. 
Snow and course conditions 
are excellent at the Colorado 
resort. 


Pistons, Suns win; Drexler leads Blazers 
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' AUBURN HILLS, Michigan 
: (R) — The hot-and-cold Gol- 
den State Warriors were 
; mostly cold with -one torrid 

S uarter on Sunday, losing to 
ie Detroit Pistons 106-91 for 
‘ their fourth defeat in a row. 

Joe Dnmars scored 21 
! points, including eight in a 
fourth-quarter surge, and 
Grant Hill also scored 21 to 
lead Detroit. 

The Pistons raced a 14- 
point halftime lead as the 
Warriors shot just 35 per 
cent. Golden State scored 
only 15 points in the first 
' quarter. 

The Pistons extended their 
advantage to as many as 21 
points in the third quarter at 
GO-39. But soon Golden State 
erupted for 43 third-quarter 
' points and a 31-8 run. cutting 
the lead to four points going 
into the final period at 78-74. 

Golden State fired in a 
franchise-record seven 3- _ 
— pointers in the third periett- 
, . The Warriors hit on l8-of-26 

tin sumo roauv fri y ^ fi s ld , i, ;, th , e q “ afet 

VUUI and made 7-of-ll 3-pointers 
after going without a trey in 
; their previous nine attempts. 

But as hot as the Warriors 
were in the third quarter. 

; ' they were that cold in the 
} fourth. The Pistons tore off 
on a 24-5 run to stan the 
period thanks to some frigid 
shooting by Golden State. 

' The Warriors missed 10 of 
their first 11 shots from the 
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field and seven of their first 
10 free throws. 

Golden State was out- 
scored 32-13 in the final 
period and was held under 
100 points for the fourth 
straight time after hitting that 
mark in its first eight games. 

“In our first eight games 
we played great. But in the 
last four we’ve been terri- 
ble,” said Hardaway. "It will 
fed good to go home." 

Golden State was paced by 
Hardaway, who scored 19 
points and Gugliotta, who 
had 18 points and 13 re- 
bounds. 

Terry Mills had 20 points 
for Detroit and added 13 
rebounds. 

In Phoenix. Danny Man- 
ning and Elliot Perry each 
scored six points with less 
than four minutes left to lift 
the Suns to a 115-110 win 
over the New Jersey Nets. 

Wesley Person had a 
career-high 26 points and 
Dan Majerle also scored 26 
to lead Phoenix 'to its third 
straight win and seventh in 
eight games. 

Derrick Coleman had a 
game-high 30 points and 
Kenny Anderson finished 
with 27 points for New 
Jersey. 

The Suns played without 
all-star Charles Barkley, who 
has been suffering from an 
abdominal strain. Barkley 
saw his first action of the 


season Saturday after missing 
10 games. 

In Portland, Clyde Drexler 
scored nine of his 15 points in 
the fourth quarter, including 
four during a decisive run 
early in the final period, to 
help the Trail Blazers to a 
99-89 win over the Indiana 
Pacers. 

Clifford Robinson led 
Portland with 17 points and 
Buck Williams added 16. 
Drexler had eight assists and 
the Trail Blazers held a 42-30 
rebounding advantage, while 
Indiana committed 23 tur- 
novers. 

Indiana, which had a four- 
game winning streak halted, 
was led by Reggie Miller's 20 
points. Rik Smits added 19. 

In Sacramento, Kal 
Malone had 25 points and 14 
rebounds to lead the Utah 
Jazz to their fourth straight 
win. 94-S9 over the Kings. 

Jeff Homacek added 19 
points for Utah, helping* to 
overcome John Stockton’s 
two-point, six-turnover per- 
formance. Stockton was 1-of- 
8 from the field, while Hor- 
nacek was 7-of-9. 

Mitch Richmond scored 25 
points for Sacramento, but 
was 9-of-24 from the field, 
including 0-of-9 from 3-point 
range. 


World Weightlifting Championships 

« 

Crowd misbehaviour, drug rumours mar competition 

Ex-Soviets dominate as Russia crowned champions 


ISTANBUL CAP) — Crowd 
misbehaviour. Rumours of 
secret deals. Doping con- 
cerns. One-sided women’s 
competitions. 

Even the head of the Inter- 
national Weightlifting Fed- 
eration admined things did 
not go according to plan at 
the sport’s World Cham- 
pionships, which came to a 
dose Sunday after a 10-day 
run. 

“This certainly cannot be 
considered the championship 
tournament of the century,” 
IWF President Gottfried 
Schoddl said. 

Hopes were high before 
the championships began. 
Gottfried was praising Tur- 
key as a "weightlifting coun- 
try that stands behind and 
supports its weightlifters.” 

That turned out to be one 
of the problems. 

The Turkish fans were 
over-exuberant. Schoddl and 
other IWF officials were 
embarrassed as the home 
spectators regularly jeered 
and booed the Armenian, 
Bulgarian and Greek lifters. 

“If the IWF had a fur-play 
prize, it would never go to 
Turkey or the Turkish 
Weightlifting Federation," 
Schoddl said. "I expected 
fanatics, but what I didn’t 
expea was political demon- 
stration.” 

And that will do little for 
Istanbul’s world standing in 
sports. Schoddl's reprot to 
tne International Olympic 
Committee will likely be of 
no help to the city when it 
bids for the 2004 Games. 

Ethical questions regarding 
a convicted felon's participa- 
tion in the championships 
brought the tournament 
down another notch. 

Anguel Gentchev of Bul- 
garia was given a furlough in 
order to represent his country 
in the 70-Kg (154-pound) 
category and won a silver 
medal. 

"There were no promises 
of early release if I did well,” 
Gentchev said. "Besides, I 
will be paroled at the end of 
the year, anyway.” ~ 

Both Schoddl and IWF 
secretary-general Tamas 
Ajan denied any knowledge 
of Gentchev's conviction. 
But Schoddl conceded that 
Gentcfaw was stripped of his 
medals after testing positive 
for banned substances at the 
1988 Seoul Olympics. 

Midway through the 



Turkey's Naim Suleyman oglu holds up the World Weightlifting Championship in Istan- 
1825 kilogrammes jerk weight during the bul (AFP photo) 

tournament, IWF officials running dry, grumblings ab- Russian kings of the strong 

out naturalised weightlifters 
began the talk of the cham- 


were kept busy denying 
rumors and were distressed 
by the lack of spectators on 
days in which there were no 
Turkish competitors. 

Rumours surfaced about 
an alleged agreement be- 
tween the IWF and the 
Chinese, which reportedly li- 
mited Chinese women to par- 
ticipation in only six of the 
nine weight categories. 

"I’ve never heard of such 
an agreement between the 
IWF and the Chinese." Ajan 
said. “But such an agreement 
is not necessary since they 
(the Chinese Weightlifting 
Federation) are aware that 
the IOC does not approve of 
any one country entirely 
dominating any one sport." 

Nevertheless, with three 
golds on offer in each categ- 
ory, the Chinese women went 
on to have a perfect cham- 
pionships — winning all 18 
possible golds in the events 
they did enter. World-record 
lifts by the Chinese were 
more routine than extraor- 
dinary. 

Schoddl refused to com- 
ment on reports about three 
members of the Ukrainian 
team testing positive for ster- 
oids just one month before 
the championships. The re- 
ports said the lifters were 
allowed to compete after a 
$150,000 fine was paid. 

Toward the end of the 
tournament, when rumours 
about Chinese women were 


pionships — Bulgarians com- 
peting for Turkey. Russians 
and Georgians competing for 
Greece and even an Arme- 
nian competing for Turk- 
menistan. 

Schoddl said the changes of 
national colours were good 
for weightlifting. 

“Before, the sport was 
dominated by Russians and 
Bulgarians, ' but now that 
some competitors are emig- 
rating from their original 
countries, it means that 
weightlifting is also crossing 
national borders,” Schoddl 
said. 

On the plus side, there 
were some spectacular, 
tension-packed battles re- 
plete with psychological war- 
fare and strategical blunders. 

The duels between Tur- 
key's Halil Mutlu and Ivan 
Ivanov of Bulgaria, and Naim 
Suleymanoglu, also of Tur- 
key, and Valerios Leonidis of 
Greece will go down as two 
of the greatest in. the history 
of the sport. 

But they were oversha- 
dowed. AH things consi- 
dered, the 1994 World 
Weightlifting Championships 
will not be remembered as 
one of the greatest. 

“Maybe next year’s will 
be ” Schoddl said. 

Next year the cham- 
pionships will be held in Chi- 
na. 


men 

Russia were* crowned 
weightlifting world cham- 
pions Sunday ahead of Tur- 
key and Bulgaria. 

At the end of the 10-day 
world championships the 
Russia men claimed six gold 
medals and 354 points to 
clinch the title. Turkey were 
second with 337 points in- 
cluding eight gold medals but 
fewer silver and bronze than 
the Russians. 

A total of 30 new world 
records were beaten at the 
championships, 22 by men 
and eight by the women. 

The Chinese dominated 
the women’s event with 18 
gold medals. 

On the final day Alexandre 
Kurlovich of Belarus won the 
men’s over 108kg category 
with a world record total of 
457.5kg, 205kg, in the snatch 
and 252.5kg in the clean and 
jerk, both also world records. 

Kurlovich, 252 and already 
greying, broke six world re- 
cords on his way to a final 


Women 


teai 

Points 


superheavyweight total bf 
457.5 kg and gave proof that 
his winning days are not yet 
oveT. 

22-year-old Russian 
Andrei Chcmerkin’s solitary 
jerk record of 252.5 kg was 
not enough to give him even 
one gold as Kurlovich swiftly 
overtook it with a jerk -of 
253.0 kg. 

The 151.1 kg, pot-bellied 
Russian giant failed to hoist 
260 kg at his final jerk, 
attempt, and the crown of 
“strongest man in the world” 
belonged to Kurlovich. 

"The best I had done -in 
training was 240 in the jerk,” 
said Chemerkin, who resem- 
bles a close-cropped soccer 
hooligan. 

Kurlovich, now four-times 
world champion and owner 
of two Olympic medals, says 
he does not know if he will be 
around to defend his Olympic 
title in Atlanta. 

"But it sure would be good 
if I could." he added. 

But Chemerkin surely will, 
to continue the dominance bf 
the ex-Soviets in the glamour 
class of weightlifting. - 

The former Soviets have 
for decades enjoyed a virtual 
monopoly in the super- 
hevyweigh’t category, merely 
passing world and Olympic 
medals from one of its lifters 
to the next. 

The exception came last 
year, with German Ronny 
Weller taking gold at the 
worlds, but he was out this 
year with injury and the title 
returned ‘home.’ 

Australian Stefan Botev, 
the former Bulgarian star, 
took bronze in his new categ- 
ory with 435.0 kg. 

He moved up from the 108 
kg class but said he is simply 
too small at his relatively 
light 119.48 kg. 

Russia came first in the 
team events with 354 points 
to second-placed Turkey’s 
337. Bulgaria were just on$ 
point behind on 336 points. 

l standings 

Men w 


ill J 


Points- 


1. China 

369 

1. Russia 

354’/ 

2. Taiwan 

325 

2. Turkey 

337- . 

3.Greece 

262 

3. Bulgaria 

336-, 

4. Bulgaria 

255 

4. Ukraine 

276 

5. U.S. 

240 

5. Belarus 

254 

6. Russia 

191 

6. Armenia 

224- 

7. Turkey 

139 

7. Germany 

221. ' 

8. Hungary 

128 

8. Greece 

215. > 

9. Thailand 

124 

9. China 

182 . 

10. Canada 

94 

10. Poland 

141 > 
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Saatchi & Saatchl Advertising/BD&A 
launches its operations in Jordan 

.SINCE FIVE years Saatchi and Saatchi Advertising 
Worldwide who has been constantly demonstrating its 
confidence and its commitments to the Middle East by 
inaugurating fully serviced aeencies first in Cairo and in 
Jeddah in 1989. and later in Dubai and Lebanon in 1992. 
followed by Riyadh in 1994 with overwhelming success, has 
announced the launch of its operations in Jordan starting 

17th Nov. 1994. . , 

SSA/BD&A Amman wilt be the first International 

Advertising Agency to establish its office in Jordan (in 
pannershi p/with VIP.. FG.. etc.) and by doing so, it is 
reiterating the Middle East network commitment to 
provide its global services to its international, regional and 
local clients, as well as to the booming advertising industry 

in Jordan. . . . 

Mr. Paul Sader has been appointed as the Managing 
Director of this new office currently located at Commeraal 
Area of Shmeisani. 
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

I Foreign mission requires an employee with 
[Female BA. graduate of Business Administration 1 w aigiisn 

1 language from a reputable university- 
mum experience ol three years m similar work. computer 

Ofliy^iighd p*ople naed to submit their application 
»Wl anSaranea lettar with a photo no Tatar than 
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FOR RENT IN ABDOON 

Most luxury ground floor, with a beautiful garden & 
swimming pool, 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, maids room. 

. Fully equipped kitchen, spacious reception area. In- 
dependent Central heating, Air Conditioning, tele- 
phone, car park, superb location near Chili Embassy. g 


Rent Negotiable furnished or unfurnished 

Tel. 828391 


FOR RENT 

Unfurnished whole first floor in a * ^-storey building. 3 
bedrooms, one family room, la r ; „ dining/reception area, 
spacious kitchen with a *■ .oKfast area, 3 bathrooms, 
washroom, and 3 verar._ds, 350 sq.m., separate entr- 
ance. 

Location: AJ Rabieh (overlooking Mekka SL, and Da' Ali) 

Call: 672098 


Duty Free Car For Sale 

1994 TOYOTA COROLLA, full 
options, stick shift, 1600cc, in- 
jection, 16 valves, in excellent 
condition, black metallic, with 
an alarm system. 

Please call tel. 841977, Basem Naser. ^ 



'The "'btabiL O ‘Hisfnim 'Theatre 

Present* 

" PEACE, OH PEACE! " 

Thi POLITICAL SATWT "SALAMI ?AULJUW"WEHSLaH 



On fhistirdvys and Swxfiryi az &3Q 0 ® - from 3 December 1994 
TeL gow lor nuradens 


CLOVES FOR MEN & WOMEN 

Very wide collection of handbags, belts, purses 
for men & women. 

Made from pare leather. 

For more details 
Leather Gifts Center 
First Circle - Rainbow St. 

Tel.: 650827 Fax: 650827 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Located in Hai'el Street. Um Uthaina (West Amman) 
Ground floor 300 sq.m., 3 bedrooms, 2 salons, 
dining room, living room, separate heating system, 
separate entrance. 2 verandas. 3 bathrooms, tele- 
phone. garden, garage and water well. 

It can be rented as furnished or unfurnished upon 
request. 

Please call: Tel. 865779, between 4-6 p.m. 


•m 


Top first class pastry-chef 


niRfiisiKD nrnrtTfncnT 

fORREAT 


DELUXE BUILDING, MODERN 

FURNITURE, SEPERATE HEATING, 
LIFT, TELEPHONE 

WASHER & DRYER, 

GUARD 

LOCATION: NEXT TO UNIVERSITY OF JORDAN 

PLEASE CALL: 604863 


Requirements: 

-five years experience 
in a five star hotel. 

- Good command of 
English and Arabic. 

Applications in person 
at the Personnel office. 


AMMAN 

Jfcamott gg 

PjO.Bcec 926333 Ananan-Jonfan Tefc 607607 Pane 670100 


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 


A Leading advertising agency is looking for the 

following: 

• Creative Director 
•An Directors 

• Graphic designers 

• Financial Manager 
•Account Executives 

•Media Executives 
• Secretaries 

Prior experience in the advertising field is a 

requirement. 

Please send voiir CV and recent Photo to: 

• , 

Human Resources P.O.Box 940249 
Amman ,11194 Jordan 
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cemoer in, — — - - 

Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Tel.: 675571 

Nabfl AI Mashini Theatre 

The film which won 
seven Oscars 

IN THE NAME OF 
THE FATHER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:45 

David Bradley 
in 

Cyborg Cop 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 5:00. 630. &30. HK30 

■ 

CONCORD “1” 

Tom Hanks ... in 

Sleepless in Seattle 

Show*: 1130. 3 JU. rvlXJ. «:15. 

CONCORD “2” 

Sister Act 

Shows: 3:15, 5:15 

Sharon Stone & Richard 

Gere 

in 

Intersection 

Shiws: 12:30, 3:511. 6:15. 8:30 

The family & children play 

“Water is a gift of life” 

10:00 a.m. 

Thursday. ..Thursday 
1.12.1994 

You have a date with Abu Awad at 
the opening of the new perform- 
ance of the comedy: 

A Punctured Bag 
(Qirbeh Makhzouqa) 

Ticket window Is open ail day 


Nabif & Hisham's 


Tel.: 625155 



The political satire: 

A1 Sal amY a Salam- 

Daily at 8:30 

Saturday & Sunday is the 
theatre’s holiday. 

In English next Satur- 
day and Sunday 
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Queen Beatrix, Prince Claus 
begin state visit on Dec. 6 



BOMBAY PARALYSED: Members of the local opposition 
party, Shiv Sena, stop a train in central Bombay on 
Monday. Supporters of the party also horned vehicles 
during a crippling general strike to protest the deaths of 


nearly 130 tribals during a stampede triggered by a police 
baton charge. Police reported dozens of arrests as sporadic 
violence broke on! (see page 4) (AFP photo) 


Afghan security forces Egyptian clerics, Gulf 
continue Kabul cleanup urge action in Bosnia 


KABUL (AFP) — Troops 
.patrolled .the streets of Kabul 
Monday checking vehicle- 
ownership and confiscating 
firewood collected illegally, 
in a move to make the 
Afghan capital safer for 
■citizens and property. 

: “No one has the right to 
sell or purchase state proper- 
ty or the timbers, windows 
and doors collected from the 
rains of people’s houses.” ' 
explained a garrison officer. 

Two military trucks were 
seen fully loaded with 
wooden roofing beams, windows and 
doors which troops bad con- 
fiscated from the wood mer- 
chants in the north-western 
part of the city. 

“Our action has been 
taken according to a decision 
of the Kabul Security Com- 
mission,” said one of the 
garrison troops searching 
wood depots for illegal sup- 
plies: - ' 

'Announcements have been 
ma le on Radio Kabul over 
the last week warning citizens 
that the trade in house tim- 
bers must stop. 

In the current fighting be- 
tween rival Afghan factions, 
which has continued on and 
off since January, tens of 
thousands of civilians have 
been forced out of their 
homes due to incessant rock- 
et barrages and shifting front 
lines, which gobble up re- 
sidential areas, turning them 
into wastelands. 

I 'As soon as there is a lull in 
the fighting, scavengers, 
often gangs of children as 
'young as five years old, plun- 
der Die rains for anything 
combustible to use as fuel. 

I With winter fast 
approaching, firewood 
obtained from derelict homes 
comes cheaper than buying 


supplies from the bazaar, 
where only the rich can afford 
prices inflated by the econo- 
mic blockade imposed on 
Kabul by factions fighting 
President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani. 

Garrison troops have also 
been seen stopping vehicles 
and checking for ownership 
papers. In one case at an east 
Kabul intersection, security 
troops cordoned-off the 
street and trained their heavy 
machine guns on an offend- 
ing driver who was forced to 
surrender his car keys. 

Garrison troops were also 
been seen arbitrating a dis- 
pute between a petrol seller 
and a tax-driver Monday — 
the seller had welded a false 
bottom inside a 20-litre can- 
nister so it contained only the 
short measure of 15 litres. 

Although there is no estab- 
lished linkage, the Kabul 
cleanup operation by Mr. 
Rnbbani’s garrison forces 
coincides with die provincial 
cleanup operation by the 
forces of religious students 
lmown as Talebha. 

The Talebha, who recently 
cleared illicit check-posts col- 
lecting tolls on the national 
highway from the Pakistan 
border to die southern pro- 
vincial capital Kandahar, are 
still a mystery force. 

However, a Defence 
Ministry official said the 
Talebha — despite intense 
debate over who is backing 
them — were generally well 
received in Afghanistan so 
far, because they were per- 
ceived as pious Muslims cam- 
paigning against corruption. 

‘‘The Talebha are actually 
doing die work of the state by 
improving security on nation- 
al highways,” the Defence 
Ministry official said. 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Egypt's highest Sunni Muslim 
authority on Sunday accused 
the United Nations and 
European countries of 
“cowardice*'for failing to stop 
Serb attacks on Bosnian Mus- 
lims, the official news agency 
MENA reported. 

Sheikh Gad A1 Haq Ali 
Gad A1 Haq. imam of A1 
Azhar, condemned “the 
cowardly attitude of the U.N. 
and the laxity of European 
countries which are not 
acting to end Serb aggression 
against the Muslims” of 
Bosnia. 

He stressed the need to do 
everything possible “to re- 
cover the rights of the (Bos- 
nian) Muslims.” 

Kuwait called Sunday for 
urgent international action to 
halt “Serb aggression” 
against Bihac in northwestern 
Bosnia, the- official Kuwaiti 
News Agency (KUNA) re- 
ported. 

The Kuwaiti cabinet ex- 
pressed its “grave concern” 
at attacks on Bosnian Mus- 
lims after its weekly meeting, 
and urged the international 
community to “use all means 
likely to end the tragedy of 
the Bosnian people.” 

The U-N, Security Council 
on Saturday demanded that 
Bosnian Serb forces with- 
draw from the Bihac safe 
area, a Muslim enclave which 
has been under 3ttack for a 
week. 

Gulf Arab newspapers 
slammed the West and the 
United Nations over the Serb 
offensive on Bihac, with 
some urging the Islamic 
world to act and others accus- 
ing the West of conspiring 
with the Serbs. 

“The United Nations bears 
responsibility for what is hap- 


pening now in Bosnia.” said 
Saudi Arabia's AI Yawm 
daily. 

‘Europeans are trying to 
cover up their weak positions 
by pushing for an agenda of a 
peaceful solution, which is a 
losing agenda, the United 
States condemns the atroci- 
ties by the Serbs without tak- 
ing action, and the Western 
conscience is dormant. 

“The Islamic Nation 
should rise... to find ways to 
help the Bosnian people keep 
their identity... and give 
them the means for self-de- 
fence," AI Yawm said. 

The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) AI Khaleej said: 
“The stark realities on the 
ground show what looks like 
a conspiracy — if not indeed 
a conspiracy — between the 
Serbs and the West." 

“Looking back at the 
Western policies... shows 
that the only result of this 
policy has been to provide a 
cover and protection for the 
Serbs to give them time to 
carry our their plans.” 

" UAE’s AI Ittihad daily 
said: ‘‘Where is the world’s con- 
science on what is hap- 
pening 5 Bosnia? Human 
rights Is a hollow slogan in 
the face of the massacres." 

The English-language Gulf 
News said: “Bosnia is not a 
European problem, nor is it 
an Islamic one. It is an inter- 
national situation that tests 
the abilities of the Western 
alliance, which claims the 
moral high ground in the new 
world order... in Bihac, it 
failed.” 

Emirates News said: “For 
God's sake, how much longer 
will the suffering of the peo- 
ple of Bosnia be permitted to 
continue?” 






Iranian president to boycott OIC meeting 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran’s President Hashemi Rafsanjani 
will boycott a forthcoming Islamic summit in Morocco to 
protest' Rabat's recently established ties with Israel, the 
'Islamic Republic News Agency reported Monday. The 
;state-run agency quoted the Iran news daily as sayng it had 
-learned from official sources that Mr. Rafsanjani would 
stay away from the meeting of the Organisation of Islamic 
.Conference (OIC). 1RNA quoted tfie English-language 
paper as saying Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati would 
lead the Iranian delegation to the two-day conference, 
.scheduled to open in Casablanca Dec. 12. The paper said 
Mr. Rafsanjani's “absence would be a protest against 
(Morocco's)... submission to Zionist demands while the 
people of Palestine remaining orphaned from their rightful 
■homeland.” 


Libyans to discuss Lockerbie in London 

TRIPOLI (AFP) — A Libyan delegation is to hold talks on 
solving the Lockerbie affair during a visit to London this 
week, a lawyer for the two men indicated over the attack 
said Monday. Libya has been under an international 
.embargo because it has refused to hand over the men. 
whom 'Britain and the United States accuse of planting the 
bomb which blew up a Pan Am airliner over Lockerbie. 
Scotland, in December 1988. killing 270 people. Lawyer 
Ibrahim Legwell said he would be a member of the 
delegation whch had been invited by the House of 
Commons and would visit within the next two days. “The 
talks will focus on the ways of finding a solution to the crisis 
between Libya and the West.” he said, without identifying 
the other members of the delegation. 

Rushdie asks EU to use might against Iran 

BRUSSELS (R) — British author Salman Rushdie on 
Monday urged the European Union (EU) to use its 
financial clout to force Iran to lift an Islamic death sentence 
on him. “Iran is very vulnerable. It needs (a good EU) 
relationship.” Mr. Rushdie told reporters after meeting a 
representative group of EU foreign ministers. Mr. Rushdie 
has been in hiding for six years since the late Iranian leader 
Ayatollah Khomeini issued a death sentence on him for 
alleged blasphemy in his novel “Satanic Verses.” The 
author said it was time for the West to stop its condemna- 
tions of the fatwah and to impose on Iran something with 
“deleterious consequences.” Iran was one of the few large 
countries that did not have special economic links with the 
union.- he said. 


Sudan to protest Eritrean guerrilla charge 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan's ministry’s of foreign affairs 
will make an official protest to Eritrea over its accusation 
Sudan has been training guerrillas to undermine it. the 
Akhbar AI Yom newspaper said on Monday. It said the 
Foreign Ministry would soon summon the Eritrean ambas- 
sador to Sudan to give him the official protest. A statement 
distributed by the Eritrean embassy in Addis Ababa on 
Thursday accused the government of Sudan of training 
over 400 "terrorists” from August this year and said it had 
just recruited 300 more. Eritrea also denied Khartoum's 
allegations that it has trained 300 Sudanese opposition 
forces for similar cross-border operations. 

Turks jail Greek pizza delivery man 

NICOSIA (AFP) — A Greek pizza delivery man on 
Monday was sentenced to three days in a Turkisb-Cyprior 
prison after straying across the buffer zone on the divided 
island of Cyprus. The Turkish-Cypriot news agency TAK. 
monitored in Ankara, said George Kouisonicolas was 
jailed for “infiltrating a military zone." On the other side of 
the green line dividing the island, the Cyprus News Agency 
(CNA) said the 24-year-old student from Greece “lost his 
way' as he was making a delivery on Saturday night. He 
was trying ro deliver a pizza to U.N. peacekeepers who 
control the buffer zone between Greek and Turkish- 
Cvpriots. if said. 

‘Prison blunders’ in trial of British soldiers 

LARNACA (AFP) — A Cyprus court will decide Friday 
whether to hold a special hearing into demands that 
charges be dropped against British soldiers accused of 
killing a Danish tour operator because of prison blunders. 
The court in the town of Lamaca on Monday heard defence 
arguments that a fair trial for two of the three defendants in 
the Louisa Jensen manslaughter case was “impossible" 
after prison guards read confidential evidence. Anronis 
Andreou. representing Rifleman Jeffrey Pemell. said his 
constitutional rights had been violated by the blunder. Last 
week. Mr. Andreou revealled that II pages of notes and 
sketches prepared by Pemell while on remand at Nicosia 
central prison had been intercepted and read by a guard 
there. Tassos Katsikides. representing another of the 
accused. Alan Ford, said a similar incident had occurred 
with his client. Mr. Andreou. backed by Mr. Katsikides,* 
argued Monday that because of the blunders the chances of 
a fair trial were ‘impossible within the framework of the 
constitution.” guaranteeing confidentiality between a 
lawyer and client. 


By Cathy King 

Sp ecial to the Jordan Jimes 

AMMAN — At the invita- 
tion of His Majesty King 
Hussein, Queen Beatrix of 
the Netherlands and her 
husband His Royal High- 
nes Prince Claus will visit 
Jordan early next month on 
official visit to farther 
strengthen bilateral ties. 

“Relations between Jor- 
dan and the Netherlands 
have always been good.” 
said Netherlands Honour- 
arv Consul General to Jor- 
dan Raouf Abu Jaber. 

Ties between the two 
royal families date back to 
the days of Queen Juliana, 
who abdicated in 1980, and 
have continued with her 
daughter and present 
queen. Queen Beatrix, Dr. 
Abu Jaber told the Jordan 
Times. 

The friendly relations be- 
tween the royal families of 
Jordan and the Nether- 
lands have laid the founda- 
tion for good bilateral rela- 
tions on all fronts: Com- 
mercial, diplomatic, cul- 
ture and technical. 

In 1955, Dr. Abu Jaber 
obtained a license to pro- 
duce Dutch beer, Amstel, 
which was marked the first 
commercial venture be- 
tween Die countries. 

In 1960, KLM, the Royal 
Dutch Airline, was the first 
international European air- 
line to fly direct to Am- 
man; now KLM has seven 
daily flights between Am- 



Queen Beatrix 

man and Amsterdam. 

The Jordan Dairy was set 
up with Dutch technical 
assistance in 1969. 

“Pleasant business rela- 
tions exist between the two 
countries especially in the 
dairy and food industry. 
Apart from excellent tech- 
nical assistance provided by 
Holland, we also import its 
cheese, butter, milk, 
maize, potatoes and potato 
seeds.” said Dr. Abu Jar 
ber. 

He listed other Dutch 
imports to the Kingdom as 
cattle, meat, refined sugar, 
medicines, feed concen- 
trates, raw plastic material, 
machinery, furniture and a 
large amount of secon- 
dhand clothing. 

In return he said that 


Jordan exports green 
vegetables, domestic 
plants, rock phosphates 
and copper. Aluminum is 
exported for reprocessing. 

“In 1993 Dutch exports 
to Jordan amounted to 
JD 63 million and Jorda- 
nian exports to the Nether- 
lands JD 11 million. 

“In 1991, 10.000 tonnes 
of potash was exported but 
this exchange of trade has 
not been maintained. Rock 
phosphate can also be used 
for fertilisers which we con- 
tinue to export,” Dr. Abu 
Jaber said. 

“Queen Beatrix last vi- 
sited Jordan in 1978. then 
as the crown princess. 

When King Hussein con- 
ducted a working visit to 
the Netherlands in April 
1987, he extended an in- 
vitation to the Queen. 

In recent months 
arrangements were prop- 
osed and Queen Beatrix is 
due to arrive on Dec. 6 to 
spend three days here. 

Among those to aocom- 
pany the queen will be the 
foreign minister who is ex- 
pected to hold talks with 
Jordanian officials. 

Dr. Abu Jaber has been 
the Netherlands' honour- 
ary consul for 34 years. The 
Dutch ambassador in 
Damascus is his govern- 
ment’s representative. 
Consulate officials say 
there are no plans to open 
an embassy in Amman in 
the near future. 


Turkey rejects PKK leader’s 
call for truce and mediation 


ANKARA (R) — Kurdish 
guerrilla leader Abdullah 
Ocalan called for a ceasefire 
and international mediation 
to end separatist insurgency 
in Turkey, but the govern- 
ment on Monday rejected 
talks with him. 

Mr. Ocalan, know within 
the outlawed Kurdish.jLat^pur 
Party (PKK) as Apo, -.pre- 
sented his proposals to end a 
decade of conflict that has 
killed 15.000 people in a letter 
to world leaders at the 
weekend. 

“In this issue, we are one 
side, the Turkish state is the 
other. If the other ride is 
ready, let us immediately 
stop the war,” Mr Ocalan 
said in the letter whose con- 
tents were published in a 
pro-Kurdish daily. 

“We don't want tens of 
thousands of innocent people 
to die. 

“Because we are aware 
that the problem of Kurdis- 
tan is more international in 
nature than any other prob- 
lem, we believe influential 
states and/or international 
organisations can play a ma- - 
jor role in finding a solu- 
tion.” 

Prime Minister Tansu Cil- 
ler. a hardliner on the PKK, 
told reporters she was not 
prepared to negotiate with 
Apo. 

“We did not start down 
this path by taking any terror- 


ist as an interlocutor,” she 
said. “Our road is clear, we 
will continue like this.” 

Sabah newspaper, a lead- 
ing Turkish daily, said the 
Apo letter indicated rebel 
forces were “concerned” and 
angling for an amnesty. 

Pro-Kurdish daily Ozgur 
Ulfce* where Mr. Ocalan 
writes a regular coloumn, 
said the letter was sent to 
leaders of the United States. 
Germany, France and Bri- 
tain, as well as to the United 
Nations. NATO, the Confer- 
ence on Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe and tne 
Council of Europe. 

Apo’s remarks were the- 
strongest signal so far that the 
elusive Marxist-Leninist lead- 
er, believed based in Syria, 
was prepared to forego his 
deadly guerrilla campaign 
against civilian and military 
targets for a negotiated set- 
tlement. 

They also follow an army 
sweep against PKK forces in 
eastern Tnnceii province, an 
operation described by one 
commander as the biggest in 
modern Turkish history. 
Latest reports from Tunceli 
show the rebels on the defen- 
sive but far from vanquished. 

“Our stance is one that 
does not seek the solution in 
war, but relies on political 
preferences and believes the 


present situation can be over- 
come by dialogue,” Apo 
wrote. 

“There is no other problem 
in the world that necessitates 
an urgent solution so much.” 

PKK guerrillas and the 
security forces are locked in a 
deadly struggle that has kept 
the poor, predominantly 
Kurdish southeastern pro- 
vinces in a state of chaos. 
Turkish officials' pledge to 
“finish" the PKK this year 
has proved unrealistic. 

Estimates put the annual 
cost to the treasury at about 
$7 billion and the ripple- 
effect of poverty, unrest and 
human rights abuses — in- 
cluding the torching of Kur- 
dish villages — has strained 
Ankara’s ties to its Western 
allies. 

The letter went further 
than a similar offer in august 
to mark the 10th anniversary 
of the PKK’s armed struggle. 
A ceasefire, declared in 
March of 1993, lasted two 
months before rebels 
ambushed and killed 33 un- 
armed Turkish soldiers. 

The ambush played into 
the hands of Turkey* s hawks, 
who said the ceasefire was a 
ploy to regroup after severe 
losses in November 1992 
when Turkish military and 
Iraqi Kurdish Pe&hmerga 
forces attacked PKK bases on 
the border of northern Iraq. 


Canadian jailed in UAE for 
multi-million dollar AMF scam 


ABU DHABI (AFP) A 
Canadian convicted in absen- 
tia along with four others of 
embezzling millions of dollars 
from the Arab Monetary 
Fund (AMF) nine years ago 
has been jailed here after 
being extradited from Leba- 
non, judicial sources said on 
Monday. 

Mahdi Saleh Bahrululum. 
a Canadian of Iraqi origin 
who had lived in Lebanon for 
several years, was handed 
over to Abu Dhabi author- 
ities five days ago and locked 
up immediately to serve his 
17-year jail term, the sources 
said. 

He will appear in court on 
Tuesday after challenging his 
arrest on the grounds the 
sentence against him was 
issued in absentia. 

“He has the legal right to 
object as he could argue he 
was not officially informed of 
the sentence.” a legal source 
said. 

“But the prosecution could 
argue the publication of the 
verdict in the media is consi- 
dered a formal notification. I 
expect the court to turn down 
his objection and.jail him.” 

Mr. Bahrululum was con- 
victed in 19S7 along with. 
AMF Chairman Jawad 
Hashem and three other fond 
officials of embezzling 
around S80 million and were 
sentenced in absentia on 
more than 40 charges. 

Mr. Hashem, also Cana- 






enced to 249 years in prison 
and the AMF has asked In- 
terpol to bring him back to 
the UAE. But judicial 
sources ruled out his return 
as there is no extradition 
treaty between the emirates 
and Canada or Britain, where 
he owns property. 

Last year, the AMF said it 
won a case against Mr. 
Hashem in a London court, 
which found the former Iraqi 
planning minsiter. Bah ml u- 
lum and another defendent. 
Jalal Stephan, guilty of 
swindling 550 million. 

It said the defendents were 
indicted of stealing more than 
S18 million of funds held by 
the AMF or due to the AMF 
and over $29 million of the 
fund's own money to cover 
losses which they suffered on 
their own personal dealing in 
precious metals. 

AMF sources said Mr. 
Hashem, who had served in 
the Abu Dhabi-based fund 
between 1980 and 1986. had 
used the swindled money to 
invest it abroad, mainly in 
Britain and Canada and in 
secret bank accounts in 
Switzerland. 

Sources close to the case 
said the AMF had so far 
spent more than $35 million 
on legal action to recover the 
embezzled money. 

The AMF. the Arab 
League's main financial orga- 
nisation. is also suffering 
from arrears of more than 




Sudan and Somalia over the 
past decade. The debt has 
hurt the fund's lending activ- 
ity as it accounts for around 
half its paid-up capital. 

The fund was set up bv the 
22-member Arab League in 
1976 with the prim.iry goal of 
helping regional states in 
tackling persistent balance of 
payment deficits through soft 
loans and technical assist- 
ance. 

Judicial sources said Cana- 
da could get involved in the 
Bahrululum case as he was 
extradited to the UAE by 
another country without con- 
sulting with it. 

Mr. Bahrululum had lived 
in Lebanon for several years 
despite AMF attempts to 
bring him back to the UAE 
During the civil strife that 
ended in 1990. he was under 
the protection of some war- 
lords there, sources said. 

“We express our thanks for 
the Lebanese authorities for 
cooperating with UAE in 
handing over the defendent 
so he will be punished for his 
crimes," UAE prosecutor 
Mohammad AI Dahiri told 
AI Khaleej newspaper. 

Another major financial 
scandal that hit the UAE was 
the collapse of the Bank of 
Oedit and Commerce Inter- 
national in 1991 due to mas- 
sive fraud. Its former top 
executives are being tried at 
an appeal court in Abu Dhabi 
after they were convicted ear- 
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Police nab gang 
of bus robbers, 
rapists 

BEIJING (AP) — Two 
undercover police officers 
have caught a group of ban- 
dits in the act of raping a 
woman on a long-distance . _ 
bus in west-central China, an 
official report said Monday. 

The police caught the gang of 
four young men after a 
woman who was being 
attacked by one in the bade 
of the bus screamed for help, 
the newspaper G uan g nrin g. 
Daily said. Official reports 
indicate that the presence s 
such roving gangs has made 
travel by long-distance bos 
and trains is remote areas of 
China increasingly dangw* 
ous. The newspaper said the 
gang members resisted arrest 
after they saw they outnum- 
bered the police. But when 
the police fired shots through 
the windows of the bus a 
warning and then shot one of ■ 
them in the leg, the others 
tried to flee. After capturing - 
all four, the police used the" , 
bus to deliver them to a ' 
nearby police station, the re- . \ 
port said. It said the men had 
been systematically stopping . 
buses and robbing their pas- 
sengers. The newspaper Xin- 
min Evening News, mean- 
while, reported that another 
gang of four armed with elec- 
tric cattle prods and knives 
boarded a bus in western 
Sichuan province and robbed 
its 40 passengers of some 
1,000 yuan (SUS). It said the 
men also raped one of the 
female passengers before 
they were caught by police. 

Pope Injures 
finger In car door 

VATICAN CITY (R) — 
Pope John Paul injured the 
little finger of his right hand 
when a car door was shut on 
It. the Vatican said. The acci- 
dent occurred when the Pope 
was driven from his apart- 
ments inside the Vatican to 
Sl Peter’s Basilica, where be’ 
rerebrated a mass with 30 
tigw cardinals. “This morn- 
ing, getting out of the car 
which was driving him to the 
Vatican basilica for the 
celebration of the holy mass, 
the holy fathers finger was 
injured as the door was 
closed,” a Vatican statement 
said. The Pope wore a white 
bandage on the tip of his 
finger as he addressed and 
blessed pilgrims and tourists 
from tbe windows of his 
apartments overlooking St. 
Peter’s Square after the mass. 
The Vatican .issued a short 
statement on tbe minor acci- 
dent after reporters noticed 
that the Pope was wearing a 
bandage. 

Works of Deng 
enter curriculum 

BEIJING (R) — Shanghai 
students, who already must 
study the thoughts of Kail 
Marx and Mao Tsetung, will 
next year also have to master 
the theories of China’s para- 
mount leader Deng Xiaop- 
ing, the official media said. 
Trial courses in the study of 
Mr. Deng's works among 
Shanghai’s 130,000 higher 
education students have been 
remarkably successful in 
teaching students of the sig- 
nificance of his economic re-* 
forms, the Youth Daily said , 
in an edition received in Beij- 
mg Monday. “Study of Deng 
Xiaoping's collected works. .; 
helped towards a more scien- 
tific and correct knowledge of 
perplexing problems (in re- 
form),” the newspaper said. 
The Shanghai Municipal De- 
partment of Education has 
published a textbook on Mr. 
Deng’s theory and from the 
start of the 1995 academic 
year this will be added to the 
compulsory curriculum for 
foe city's 46 schools of higher 
education, it said. “It wifi be 
a separate part of the 
grades," ii said. 

Chinese doctors 
®ave panda with 
®lck pancreas 

mHh ,TNC !. — Chinese 
munary doctors have saved 

.*1 , e °f an eight-year-old 
female panda diagnosed as 

avin 8 acute pancreatitis and 

LHt rC v “ Uestinal obstruc- 
tion , the Xinhua News Aeen- 
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